ek

CIOPI'IDVBbI HA AEHb POXKAEHWNS

K Tomy BpeMeHu, kak Ep BepHyJicst K 60oratomy 10My C TPUTAUBILIUMCS BHY-
TpH 3710M, Ha X3(aHb OMycTUIach HOYb. B 0ObIYHOE BpeMsi Topoj CBETUII-
cs1 661 (hoHapsIMU, HO He ceifuac, Korua HeKoMmy 0oJiblie Ux 3axeub. Ep cHsin
¢ Onukaiiieit 1aBky ¢hoHaphb U 3aXKeT ero cam.

MapozaepoB Ha CTapoOM MECTe OXXM1aeMO He ObLI0, JINIIb Pa3BEPHYTHIM
CYHIIYK C yKacalollliM COAEPXKUMbIM BCE TaK e JieXXal Yy pacraxHyThIX
BOPOT.

— Dkag HamacTte! — BciyXx mpoKoMmMmeHTUupoBasl Ep, nepectynas rnopor
1 BXOJISl BO BHYTPEHHUIA IBOP MOMECTbSI.

BuyTpu 6b1710 THXO, OynTO BCe ymepau. BripoueM, Tak, BEpOsSITHO, U ObLIO,
XOT$I T0JIb30BaTeIb HOMEP OJIMH He JI0 KOHIIA TTOHUMAaJ MPUUKUHY, OTYETO
obesmonen XagaHb. Bpone Obl OH Mucan 0 4eM-TO MOJOOHOM B HOBEJLIIE...
Yto xe Tam 6b110? CTOIBKO BCEro HalMCaHO, HEMYIPEHO U 3aIlyTaThCs.
[la v 110 BHYTpeHHEMY BpeMEeHU HOBEJUIbI Ceiiuac TaKOTO CIIyYUThCS HE TOJIK-
HO... DTO Xe CIOXeTHOe COObITHUE ISl IJIABHOTO Teposi, TOB3POCIEBIIErO,
BO3MY>KaBIIETO U HAOPaBILIETO MOJHYIO CUITY.

«DT0 MoJIb30BaTEIb HOMED JIBa BCE TMeperyTan?»

Ep mennenHo mpoien BHYTpeHHUI IBOP, ocBelas cede nopory (poHa-
peM. B roMelneHusIx cTajio 3aMeTHO, YTO 371eCh MOObIBAIM MapoOAephl: He-
KOTOpPbIE CYHIIYKM ObLTU BbIHECEHBI B ITPOXOJI, 3aropakuBasi 1opory. Bepo-
SITHO, OHU COOMPAIMChH BEPHYTHCS, HO, KOT/IA BBISICHUJIOCh, YTO XPaHUJIOCh
B OTHOM M3 CYHJIyKOB, U3MEHUJIM CBOM TIJIaHbI.
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Ep akkypaTHO 000THYJI IPETSATCTBUS, IPOXOIs BHYTPh AoMa. JIerkuii 3a-
nax 0J1aroBOHU MpUoOpes HEMPUSITHBIN OTTeHOK. Ep npuHIoxasics, He T1o-
HUMas IIPUPOLY apoMaTa, HO OTYErO-TO MHTYUTUBHO ONIYIAsl, YTO 31eCh
YTO-TO HE TaK.

[TosoBUILIBI TTO €10 HOTaMM THXO ITOCKPUIIBIBAIN. DTOT 3BYK Pa3HOCHUII-
¢l M0 BCEMY 00€3JII0/IEBIIIEMY TTOMECThIO, OTpaXasiCh OT CT€H MYCThIX KOPH-
JIOPOB.

[BBI XoTHTE MCTIOIb30BaTh OOHYCHBIN pOsiib?| — rpoMKo ciipocuia Cu-
crema.

Ot HeoxuaaHHO pasnasiierocs rojoca Ep moanpeirHys, XoTh 10 3TOTO
OBLI Ha CTO MPOILIEHTOB YBEPEH, YTO €My COBCEM HE CTPAIIIHO.

«Cucrema, math TBOIO!! Thl KAKOTO JEMOHA TaK Myraeiib?!»

[OM... £ Bcero nminb neITanach MPeUIOKUTH IIOMOIIb|, — YSI3BICHHBIM
TOHOM 3asiBUJIa Ta.

Ecnu 661 Ep He 3Han, 4TO OHA JIMIIb IporpaMma, TOYHO Obl pEeIIn, 4TO
9Ta YepTOBKaA JIMOO0 M3IeBaeTCs HaJ HUM, 1100 B caMOM JeJie 00uIenach.

«BOHYCHBII posiIb?» — MEPECIPOCUT OH, YCITOKOUBIIKCH.

[BoHyCHBI posiib 11 CKOpeIero NpoaBUKEeHUS CloXeTa, — MOSICHU-
sta Cucrema. — YK BaM JIM He 3HATh].

«A 4TO0, oueHb ynooHo! JlaBaii posuib!»

[boHyCHBII pOsiIb aKTUBUPOBAH].

ITockonbKy CITycTsI MUHYTY HUYETO He Ipou3oliuio, Ep nponomkui usy-
yeHue rmoMecThs. (OH ellle He 3HaJl, 9TO KaK pa3 B 3Ty CaMylo MUHYTY Tepe
MIOMECTbEM, TTPUBJICYCHHBIN PA3BOPOUECHHBIM CYHIYKOM M €T0 CONEPKUMBIM,
OCTaHOBMJICSI OTPsii KOHTPOJIBHOTO OI0PO HOMEpP OIIMH.)

Crousio Epy cTynuTh Ha JIECTHUILY, pa3MbILLIsIsl, BBEPX MOAATHCS WU
BHM3, KaK OH MOCKOJIb3HYJICS 1 KyOapeM MoJIeTeI 0 CTYIIeHSIM, IOAMMUHAsK
niox, ce0s1 ¢poHapb. CITycTS HECKOJBKO CEKYHI OH yXKe JieXasl BHU3Y, OIIy-
11ast, YTO pyKaB 3aKJIIMHATEJIbCKOI OMEXKIbl MEMJICHHO TJIEET, IbITasICh 3a-
HAThCS TJIaMeHeM. Ep mpuxiIonHys ero Apyroii pykoii, conmBast 3apoxaaro-
LIMIACST OTOHbB.

«Ecnu 970 1 ObLT pOsiIb — TO 3TO XEPOBbBIN CMIOCOO MTPOABUXKEHMUS CloXKeTal»

[Bce 1o 3amoBensim aBTOpa, BCe 110 KAHOHAM|, — OTO3BaJIach ySI3BJICH-
Has Cucrema.
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Ep nonHsiicst Ha Horu, THXO pyrasich. be3 ¢hoHapst cTano Kak-To HECITO -
pyuHo. beccrpaiHsblii 6eccMepTHBIN 3aKJIMHATEb CTaJl IIAPUTh Mepe Co-
00Ii pyKaMHu, ITbITasiCh OTHICKATh YTO-HUOYIb, YTO MOXKHO 3aXKeUb.

Bckope manblibl ero yTKHYJIMCh B HEYTO XOJIONHOE U BiaxKHOoe. 3armax, pa-
Hee KazaBumiicst Epy mpocTo HempUsITHBIM, CTaJl HEBBIHOCUMBIM ITOYTH JI0 OT-
BpauieHus1. Ep mogHec ncnaykaHHbIe NalbLbI K JIULY 1 TTpUHIoXaics. YTo-To
3aBOPOYAJIOCH B €T0 CO3HAHUM, HO MBICIIb TaK M He C(hOPMUPOBAJIACh.

HeoxumanHo c3aau MOCHBIIIANCS PE3KUI IIIYM, a CITyCTSI MTHOBEHUE
JIECTHUIIA, ¢ KoTopoii ynai Ep, o3apuiack cBeToM. [locbliinaics TOIOT HOT,
B ITOZIBAJI OBICTPO CITYCTUJIMCH HECKOIBKO UYeJIOBEK B USPHBIX ONCSTHUSIX. DTUX
TUITYUKOB Ep ceromHs yxe BcTpeyaa U ceiiyac CKpUBUJICS OT HEYIOBOJIb-
CTBUS. 3aTeM OH IIepeBell B3IV Ha CBOM MCHAaYKaHHbBIE MaIbLbI U TTOHSI,
YTO MX MOKPBIBAET HeKasl AyPHO BhINIsiAsIIas cyoctanumsi. OH oOepHYIICs:
Ha CToJIe Jiexas TpyIl.

Panee aTo Ob11a neBylka. Hus ee cBeT10i1 copouku ObLI 3asinaH Oypbl-
MU MITHAMU 3aCOXIIEN KpOBM, a CTOJ MO/ HEM BCe elle Ka3aacs BAaKHbIM.
Epa 3amyTuio.

On OpocuJics mpoyb U3 ToABaIa, HO Bpe3aJics BO UTO-TO, IIperpaauBIlIee
OTKPBITHI MTHOBEHME Ha3aJ IPoXo. 3J10ii, Kak Thicsiya 1eMoHoB, Ep mpu-
HSUJICSI BRITUPATh PYKY O YepHYIO TKaHb. TOIBKO uepe3 KaKoe-TO BpeMsI 10 Hero
JIOIIJIO, YTO 3TO BOBCE HE IIITOPA.

Ep nogusn masa u yBuaen nepen codoit Tuma, ¢ KOTOpbIM YaCTUYHO T10-
3HAKOMMJICS HAaKaHyHe THeM. YOpaB pyKy 3a criuHy, Ep moBsiiie 3ampai mmom-
0OOpPONOK U 3asIBUI:

— Tak BoT, 1 — crapeiimmHa opaeHa PP, mpociaBieHHBIN I1aBa iKa
PocHoro nagana PaH.

MyxuuHa, msgasaimuii Ha Epa cBepXy BHU3, ITOCKOJIBKY CTOSIJI HA CTY-
TIeHbKaX, CKOJIb3HYJI B3IJISIIOM BBIIIIE €T0 TOJIOBLI, a 3aTeM ITOCMOTPET Ha TPYII.
Hu Ha MrHoBeHME HEe U3MEHUBILUCH B JIMLIE, OH BHOBb MEPEBEI CBOU Yep-
HbI€ I71a3a-yroibku Ha Epa.

OO0OrHyB CBOEro KOMaHAMpa, BIiepel B IIOMOIIHUK, ¢ KOTOphIM Ep
pyrasicst gHeM. OH ¢ CWJIONM OTTOJIKHYJI 3aKJIMHATe s Ha3a/l.

— Yro TBI 3m€CH Nenaciib? — BOCKIMKHYJ OH.

Ep okuHyJ coOpaBiiytocs B MoaBajie TOJMY U3YYaloINM B3IJISIOM.

[MoynTaTth OnUcaHKne, peUeH3Un 1 KYNUTL Ha cailTe MUDa
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— Y MeHS$ K BaM TOT K€ BOIIPOC, — C JOCTOMHCTBOM IOIIPABUB ONEXKIY,
3asiBUJI OH. — JIMYHO 51 coOuparo MHPOPMALIMIO O TOM, UTO CIIYYMJIOCh B X3-
(hane, w1 coOpaHMsI 3aKIMHATENE. A BBl KAKOTO IEMOHA 3[1eCh XOIUTe?

[Momonrauk KO Cu 4yTh He 3a0XHYJICSI OT BO3MYIIIEHUS:

— 4 ke roBopmI TEOE, MBI 3 KOHTPOJILHOTO 0I0pO!

— KonTtponsHoe 610po... KoHTponbsHOe 010po... — npobdopmoTtan Ep. —
He nmpunomHio Takoro... HaBepHoe, 4T0O-TO HeBaxHOE...

— Hac nocnan umneparop!! — He BbIAepxKal MOMOIITHUK.

Ep B3apornyi.

— XBartut, — obopsain O Cu.

— Ipoury nmpoieHus, KOMaHIYIOIINM, — TYT e CITOXBATHJICS TTIOMOIII-
HUK, OTXOAS B CTOPOHY.

1O Cu nmomomen K jexaiieMy Ha CTOJIe TPYITY U ellle pa3 OKMHYJI ero BHU-
MaTeJIbHBIM, TIPUCTAIbHBIM B3IJISIOM. 3aTeM OH I0CTaj U3 KapMaHOB U Ha-
JIeJT YePHBIE ITePYaTKHU, ITOC/IE YeTO MOMLEITHIII KPail COpOYKHM AE€BYIIKH U IIPH-
TTOMTHSLIT.

— Kyna aro TbI mojie3, usBpaiieHer? — 6e3 0cod00ro BO3MYyIIeHHs B TO-
Jioce OBIpKHYI HaOIogamInii 3a HUM Ep.

IIpukasa 3apyOuTh €10 Ha MeCTe OTAAHO He ObLJIO, IT03TOMY BOMHBI KOH-
TPOJIbHOTO OI0PO OCTAIMCh HEABUKHUMBI, XOTh M BO3MYILICHBI.

— IToxoxke, oHa pa3poauiach Iepel cMepTbio, — mpousHec 0 Cu. —
Bos3moxHo, B ponax u ymepJa.

OH BepHYJI COPOYKY Ha MECTO M OCMOTPEJICS IT0 CTOPOHAM.

— WHTEepecHo, YTO TPymbl HE MCUE3JIU, a BCE XUBbIC, OUEBUIHO, CTAIU
Ky4ykaMu Tieruia. M, Bo BCSIKOM Cllydae, Tak JO/DKHO BBIISIIETh. [IpoBephb-
Te TYT Bce. Bo3MOXHO, yaacTcst onpeneuTh, KTO OHa Takas.

BouHBI TYT Xe MpUHSIMCh OCMaTpUBaTh ITOMEILCHUE.

— YTo BBI BOOOIIIE 3a0bUTH B 3TOM mnoaBajie? — yrouHua Ep, momonBu-
HyBIIMCH K ToMoInHUKY KO Cu. O6pamatbes Kk FO Cu HanpsiMyro OT4eT0-TO
cTajio 00SI3HO.

— A TBI YTO 31€eCh 3a0b11? — HAOBIYUIICS TOT.

— ThwI yero MHe ThIKaelllb, Majiell, a?? — Bo3myTwicsa Ep. — {1 ke yxke
MpeacTaBUJICS, KAKOTO JIEMOHA ThI IIPOA0JIKAEIb TOBOPUTH CO MHOM Hedop-
MajibHO?!
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— D10 mpaBma? — CIOKOWHBIM ToHOM yTouHua O Cn, pa3BepHyBIIVCH
K HeMy. — ThlI B caMOM Jiejie cTapeilHa 3aKJInHaTelIbckoro opaeHa PP?

— ToI cipllan o HaiieMm opaeHe?

— ITo monry ciykObl 1 BBIHYKACH CJEIUTh 32 BCEMU OpraHU3alsIMU,
YTO MOTYT IPENCTaBIATh YIPO3y rocynapcTBy. Bain opneH, Hapsimy ¢ oprae-
HoM Benukoro Heba, KpyMmHEHUIIMI B BOCTOYHBIX 3€MJISIX.

— Jla, Bce Tak.

— Bu1 3auHTepecoBanuchk 3TUM AeiaoM. CuurtaeTe, K IPOU3OLICAIIEMY
B XadaHe IpUIOXKWI PyKy 3aKJIMHATENb? M, MOXeT, BBl CaMU TIPUIIOXKM -
JI K 9TOMY PYKY?

Takoe pa3BuTHe pa3roBopa 3acTaBwio Epa ciierka Hampsiabcs.

— Ml 3aech HU TTpU yeM. MBI CO3bIBA€M COBET, YTOOBI pa3o0paThCs
B IIPOU3OLIEAIIEM COBMECTHBIMU YCUIUSIMU. I ke mpUObLI Cloaa, YTOObI
OLIEHUTb MOJIOXKEHUE JE.

— YT0 Xe mpuBeso TeOs B 3TOT MOABa?

— Jla BOT MoJjiyyuJi 3aiaHue OT rojioca B rojiose!

— IIpemuyBcTBHE? — HE MUBMEHUBIIMCEH B Jnlle, yrouuui O Cu.

— He, peanbHo roJjoc.

— M 4T0 Xe cka3zaj 3ToT royoc?

— Yto B 3TOM J0ME MpuTauaoch 3jio. Dii! Yto ato 3a nomnpoc? A Bam
He TI0103peBaeMBbIid, SICHO?!

— Komannyromuii KO, moxoxe, Ha ee oaexae BbIIIMTa d3M0OJiemMa, — 00-
paTwiICcs K TOMY OIUH M3 BOMHOB, IpoTsiruBas KO Cu cuHIO0 ogexmy.

Ep TyT ke cyHyn cBOIi JIIOOONBITHBIN HOC TToOMke. Ha pykaBax ObLiu
BBIIIIUTHI 1B TIEPEKPECTUBIIMXCST CTEOJISIMU LIBETKA.

— 4 3Ha10, OTKyZa oHa! — ¢ CaMOIOBOJILCTBOM 3asiBUII Ep.

IO Cu niepeBen Ha HeTo B3I

— Tyt no6nuzoctu kian Tuxux uBeToB. ToJbKO HE TOBOPU, UTO HE 3HAJ
00 aTomM!

— Xopowo. — KO Cu kuHyn ogexay oopaTHO MogdyuHeHHoMY. — Iloii-
JIelllb C HaMM, 3aKJIMHATe]Ib HaM He TTIOMeIlIaeT.

— 8-3? Yero a1o? [Moronure! Y MeHs cBoM T1aHbI!

— HackombKo 51 MOHsI, B TBOM IIJIaHbI BXOAWJIO Y3HATh IPUYMHY IIPOM-
3oureniiero B XadaHe, a Tojioc B TBOEH rojioBe IMojcKa3ai HayaTh ¢ 3TOTO

[MoynTaTth OnUcaHKne, peUeH3Un 1 KYNUTL Ha cailTe MUDa
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MecTa. BeposiTHO, TO, YTO Cienbl MPECTYIUIEHUS BEAYT OTCIona B KiaH Tu-
XUX I[[BETOB, HE COBITAJIEHUE.

1O Cu cuenan 1moyTu He3aMeTHBIN XeCcT cBoeMy noayuHeHHomy, 1 Epa
CXBaTUJIU MOJ, OeJIbl pYYEHBKU.

— Oii! S cam mroiiny! OTBSEKUTECHh OT MEHST!

SApkue 1ydu BOCXOSIIEro CoHIIA Malaiu Ha Cepylo CTeHy YaifHO KoMHa-
Tbl. OTKpBIBIINI I1a3a [lleH Ha MTHOBEHME BHOBB 3aXKMYPUJICS OT CTOJIb SIp-
KUX 01MKoB. OH MPOCHYJICS JiexXallluM Ha JMBaHe, YKPBITHII TJIeI0M, a ero
CBECHBIIIAsICS pyKa ITOKOWIach Ha MoficTaBlieHHoi Bomyapoii roose. MrHo-
BEHHO 3aMETUB, UTO Ila3a X03siMHa OTKPbLIKCH, Bonmuapa B TOT e MUT cTa-
Jla SPOCTHO OUTb XBOCTOM M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, B3/IbIMasl MbLUIb C KOBpA.

— XcsiuH! — yTpOOHBIM 3BYKOM Bbljiajia OHa.

D10 yTpo nokazanochk lleny nmpekpacHbiM. OH cBecuJIcs ¢ IMBaHa U 00-
Hs1 Bosuapy 3a miero. JIyx sSIBHO He OXXMJal TaKOTro SIPKOTO MPOSIBIEHUS
YYBCTB, €€ XBOCT 3aMep, BbITSIHYBILIUCH BBEPX.

ITorpenas Bomuapy no xoike, IlleH 60apo NoaACKOUYMI M METHYJICS B CBOIO
OalnHIo.

To, uro MyaHa B 3aMKe yXe He ObLI10, 0Ka3ajoCh TOJAbKO Ha pyKy. llleny
XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI MEPBHIM, UTO OH MPOU3HECET, O0pallasch K MPOCIaBIeH-
HOMY ME@UHUKY B 3TOT JIieHb, ObLIO MO3IpaBieHUE, a OH ellle He TOArOTOBMII-
cs1. I3 aTux coobpakeHuii OH He CTaJl CBSI3bIBATHCSI C HUM MBICJIEHHO U yTOU-
HSITh, [I€ TOT HAXOAUTCS.

B cBOMX MoKosix oH HAcKoOpo MpuBes cedsl B HajUIeXKallluii cTaTycy BU
U Jaxe TOTPaTUJl HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl U YCUJIUS, 1a0bl 3aKOJIOTh BOJIOCHI 3a-
KOJIKOI ¢ KpaCHbIMM KaMHSIMU 1 OyOeHuukamu (MyaH cHOBa BEpHYII ee,
BbIPa3UB HANIEXITY, UTO «Ha ITOT pa3 He MoTepsiellib»). Ero Bojockl no Kakoii-to
MpUYMHE ObUIM Ha JIOKOTh JUTMHHEE CBOEW cTaHAapTHOM JIMHbI, HO [lleH
MpeObIBa B TAKOM MPUITOIHSITOM HACTPOEHUU, UTO Jaxe He pasosuiics
110 3TOMY MOBO/Y, KaK HEe pa303JIMJICS U TOTJa, KOI/Ia pacuyechiBasl UX.

Bcras nepen 3epkajioM ¥ 0CO3HaB, YTO TETNEPh BHIMISAUT COBCEM KakK Mpe-
KpacHbI OeCCMEpPTHbBIN 3aKJIMHATE b, OH YIOBJIETBOPEHHO KUBHYJI CBOEMY
OTPaXXEHUIO U MepeBesl B3IIsI Ha Yol KOMHaThl. B TOM yri1y CKpOMHO Tpu-
TYJIWJICSI OOMOTAaHHBIN Mapyoil U 3areyaTaHHbIi CBEpXy TAJIMCMaHAMU MeY
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Pymrammii Bemuue. LlleH cobupaiicst XpaHUTh €0 J0 TOM IOPhI, ITOKa IJ1aB-
HBII Tepoil He BOMIET B CBOIO MOJHYIO CUJTY 1 HE OyIeT ClIOCOOeH coBlaaaTh
C HUM, HO...

Temneps oH caM IaBHBINM Tepoii. Tak ¢ yero Obl eMy OTKa3bIBAThCS OT Ta-
KOTO TOICTIOPhs B 0oprbe ¢ JleMHamMenacoM M oTmaBaTh ero Aiy?

IIIen momo1ien K Mevy 1 CTaja CpbIBaTh TaJMcMaHbl. Bbulo HEMHOTO BOJI-
HUTEJIbHO: BAPYT €ro CUJIbI BCE XK€ HE XBATUT, YTOObI COBIAAATh C HUM?

OH copBaJl OCENHUI TalMCMaH, pa3BepHY/l TKaHb U yCTaBUJICS Ha MeY
B PE3HBIX HOXKHAX, a 3aTeM IOTSHYJICS U CKaJl €T0 PYKOSITh.

Hwuuero He mpou3soiio.

B mpouwiblit pa3, Korga OH IIbITAJICS yAepXKaTh B pyKax 3TOT Med, Jaxe
ero Koxa MoTpecKajiach OT yKacamlleil sHepreTuku opyxus. Ceiluac oH
HE YyBCTBOBAJI HUYETO, pa3Be UTOo cj1aboe, MPUSATHOE MOKAJIbIBAHUE MO J1a-
JIOHBIO.

— A 3T0 TOYHO TOT Meu? — Bciayx cupocult 1leH, BRIIPSIMIISSI pyKY € Me-
yoM. — Ha Bug — 1OT.

OH cxaJl HOXHBI Ipyroii pyKoi U pe3Ko OOHaKMJT KIIMHOK.

— A oH yno6Hee CMepTeTbHOTO JJaKOMCTBA...

Iller HEMHOTO CMYTUJICS, CJIOBHO TUM IIPU3HAHMEM IIpENaeT CBOIl Mey,
BEpO U MpaBaoii CYXKUBIIMIA eMy Bce 3T0 BpeMsi. BOT yX HecHocHasl crio-
COOHOCTb MPUBS3BIBATHCS K BelllaM CUJIbHEE, YeM K JTofIsim!

Ho CwmepTenbHOro 1akoMCTBa BCe paBHO He ObLIO psimoM. B mocieqHmin
pa3 OH e€ro BUIeI Mepen TeM, Kak Iorait Ha 6an deiipu. [llen nmpenmonaran,
YTO M€Y MOXET HalTuch B crapeiimuHckoit wiun y Illuana, Hy nnm, Ha xy-
JIOM KOHEIl, B TOM IIoA3eMebe oI MMKOM Tasiierocs BeTpa, €Ciiu HUKTO
He yaocyXKuJjics 3a0parthb ero.

BHoBb BiioxkuB Pyinaiiuii Benmane B HOXHBI, I1leH mpuTopodmi ux K 1mo-
SICY U YCITIOKOWJI ce0sl MBICJIBIO, YTO €My KaK MUHUMYM HY>KE€H BPEMEHHBIH
Meu, TI0Ka OH He OThIIIEeT cBoe JlakoMcTBO. OIHAKO caM XKe TTOHUMAJl P
9TOM, UYTO HE OTKAXETCsI OT 3TOr0 Meyva, JaXe eCJI OTHIIIET CBOMA.

Yepes Heckonbko MuHYT IlleH BhIIIENT M3 3aMKa. AJla 32 BCE YTPO OH
HE BCTPETUJI, UTO €r0 BOBCE HE YIMBUJIO, YYUThIBAsI pa3Mephl 3aMKa. Bozamox-
HO, CJIEAOBAJIO IIPOBECTHU IJISI TTAPHS KaKyl0-HUKAKYIO0 9KCKYPCHUIO, XOTS ObI
TOBE/IAB, IJIe KyXHs, YMbIBaJIbHsI U TOMY nonooHoe, Ho IlleH cmupuics, uyto
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He caMblit paauBblit X03s11H. [71aBHOE, A 3HaeT, rae 3aia [JTyOuMHHOM ThbMBI,
K KOTOPO¥1 jiydiiie He pubamkatbesi. OCTalbHOE MOXKET U TTOTEPIIETh.

Bomnuapa kpyrunack Bosie ero Hor. IlleH moTpermna ee o rojioBe, BHOBb
oOHaxkun Pymamuit Beauure u B3MBLI B BO3AyX. Boimuapa Bo3MyIlieHHO
MMMCKHYJA, HECKOJIbKO Pa3 yIapuia XBOCTOM U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, BhIpa-
JKasl HeTOBOJIbCTBO, a 3aTeM ceJia Ha OpycyaTKy M yCTaBUJIach Ha OTHAISIIO-
ILIEeTOCsT 3aKJIMHATEIIS.

Berep pactpenai ero BojaocChl, JIMHHBIE TIPSIIU MTyTAIMCh BOKPYT KOJIO-
KOJIBYMKOB 3aKOJIKM C KpaCHBIMM KaMHsIMU. Hanm mecsiThio mukamMu opneHa
PP Bocxonuio BeceHHee CONHBIIIKO. He ycreBire BEICOXHYTh JIYXKU Ka3a-
JINCh Yepeaoii MaJIeHbKIX KpaTepoB, HAIIOJIHEHHBIX HeOecaMu.

JeHpb ObLT BOMCTUHY XOpolil, XoTh ILIeH 1 He 4yBCTBOBAJI ce0sI BIIpaBe UM
HacjaxnaTbes. Jlaxe 3T MUHYTBHI, YTO OH OTBJIEKAETCS Ha IIOCTOPOHHUE
BeIllM, Ka3aJauch CJIOBHO yKpaaeHHbIMU Y Puty. Ho ero mo3r Ha camowm nese
He TepecTaBajl BCE 3TO BpeMs Pa3MBIILISITh O Ie4aTy, U OH MbITAJICS pe-
IIUTb, YTO JIeJaTh NaJiblile.

OH Bce 00JIblIIe 3aTyMBIBAJICS O TOM, YTOOBI IIPOCTO IOIBITATHCS TTIOBTO-
PUTh BCE YCJIOBUSI TT€YaTH, 3aHSIB MECTO JIEBYIIKU. DTO ObLI cCaMblii ObICTPBIN
M TIPOCTOM CIIOCO0 BBIICHUTD, YTO C Heil ciyurnock. OH CTaBWII BCe Ha TO,
YTO OHa ele kuBa. Eciu Tak yBepeH, To TToueMy Obl He TTOIIpOOOBAaTh,
He npaBaa au? OgHAKO, €CJIM OHA J0 CHX IOp XKMBa, HEAeJIO CITyCTs, TO, Be-
pPOSITHO, IEHb WJIX JIBa yXe He OyayT urpaTh posu. Eciu ke oHa morubia
B MOMEHT CBOETO MCYE3HOBEHHSI, TO BCE OCTAJIbHOE U IOJABHO HE UMEeT
cmbicna. Mcexonst usz atux coobpakenuii, lllen neitancs yoenuTs ceds, 4To
Yy HEro BcCe ellle eCTb BpeMs. EcTb BpeMsi — a 3Ha4YuT, He HY>XXHO BHaAaTb
B KpallHOCTH.

Yromnaromuii B 3eieHN UK Tasierocst BeTpa NpoOHOCWICS IO ero HO-
ramu. [Iposneres yueOHbIe Kopiyca, Illen criaHupoBan Ha JOPOTryY, BEeoy-
VIO K XO3SHCTBEHHOMY KOPITYCY U Tpare3HOM.

— BHI B Kypce, 4To Takoe TopT? — Hauaji u3najeka [leH.

K COXaJICHN10, 3a BCEMU TPEBOJIHECHUAMU OH HEMHOTI'O H0336blﬂ, 4ToO €10
pernyTanus cpeay yJaluuxcsl 1 MJIaAIlero IepcoHaia 10 CUX Iop 3acThljia
Ha OTMETKE «3TOT yKacaloluii 4eaoBeK». [loBapa MeTHYIMCH BPACCHITTHYIO.
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IlleH B3MOXHYI U CKENTUYECKU OKMHYJT B3IISIIOM PACCPEA0OTOUMBIINXCS
10 CTEHOYKaM 6HC£[HI)IX N TPACYHINXCA YYCHNKOB ITHMKa Tamueroc;t BE€Tpa,
KOTOPBIM TOpbKasi Cyib0a MOJKMHYJIA JAeKYPCTBO Ha KyXHE UMEHHO B 3TOT
JIeHb.

— Torna nupor? — NpeanoaoXuiI crapeiiiimHa caMoro CTpaliHoro nuka.

HawuGonee BrieyaTmnTeIbHBIN YISHUK 3a0MJICS B YTOJI MEXKIY ABYMsI 00Y-
KaMH.

— Eciau MHe HUKTO He OTBETHUT, 3TO MCHA OIICYaJIUT, — MNPEaAyIIpeanI
eH.

[Tocablianucy CyOdOPOZKHBIC B31OX Y TOPTAHHBIC BCXJIUIIBI. OILI/IH N3 110-
BapsIT BCE XK€ MOMbITANICS OTBETUTD:

— Ca-ca-cra-cra-cra-cTapelil...

— Ilepexonu cpasy K aeny, — cMusioctuBuiics LleH.

— H... HX... HUYEro TaKoro... HeT... — BBIJABWJI MTAPEHb U BXaJl TOJOBY
B ILJIEYH.

— Ho BbI 3HaeTe, Kak 3TO MPUTOTOBUTh? — OKUABIBASI TPUCYTCTBYIOLINX
MPUCTATIbHBIM B3IISIIOM, YTOUHU LlleH.

BonbIMHCTBO MPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX ObUTM OM KakK HE paibl, UTO U3 KyXHU
BCEro OJIMH BBIXOM, KOTOPbIi ceiiuac mperpaxiaaio HeMmpeoaoauMoe MpersT-
CTBHE. BO3MO)KHO, CJIEAYET MOIBITATbCA BBITIPBITHYTHb YEPE3 OKHO MJIN ITPO-
OUTb Ty CTEHY 32 OOUYKaMU, OHA BBIIJISIAUT HE OUYEHb KPEIKO.

— XBaTUT Tak ocTpo pearupoBaTh! — pazoznuics [llen. — 4 Bac He mo-
Kycato. Ml He MpoKJIsiHY, — MOpa3MbICIUB, 100aBuU oH. — Bo Bcsikom ciry-
qyae, T€X, KTO BO3bMET cebsa B PYKH U IIEPECTAHET I/[306pa)KaTb BII€4YaTIUTEJIb-
HbIX JIEBUIL.

(Oco0OeHHO yuyuThIBast, YTO B AEXKYPHBIX CETOMHS TOJbKO TTApHMU.)

Kak HM cTpaHHO, 1axe 3TOro HedOJbIIIOTO BHITOBOPA 0KA3aJlOCh 10CTa-
TOYHO, YTOOBI OOJBIIMHCTBO MTOCTAPAIUCH COBIAAATh ¢ co00it. [TycTh 1 Oen-
HOBaTble, HO OHU OTJIUILIN OT CTeH U MPUOIUBUIUCH K CTOSIIIMM Ha OTHE
kotiaam. llleH BBIOpaj cBoei XXepTBOI CaMOro pa3roBOPYUBOTO.

— Tbl, MOXellIb MPUTOTOBUTDH CAANKUN MUPOT?

ITapeHb criepBa BbITapallWics Ha HEro, a 3aTeM 0OBeJ MoMellleHre Ta-
KWM B3IJISIIOM, CJIOBHO HaJeslIcsl, YTO ceiiuac KTO-TO BBICKOUMT M3-3a Ka-
JOK WM YaHOB U CITaCET €ro oT HCO6XO£[I/IMOCTI/I OTBE€YaTh.
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DTOro He TIPON3O0IILIO.

— V... y Hac... HET MHTPEOINEHTOB, — BBIIOXHYJI MApeHb.

— Kak 310 «vHet»? — B3nporuyn lllen. [TomoOHOe He MPUXOIUITIO EMY
B T'OJIOBY.

— M-MOXeT, Ha IPYTUX MAKaX eCTh... — 00aBWJI YYEHUK U BTSIHYII TO-
JIOBY B IICUM.

MoxeT, 1 B caMOM JieJie ecTb. MOXeT, Jasxke TOTOBBIe MUPOTH Y KOTO 3a-
BAISIJIUCK.

— JlagHo, 3aHMMAalTeCh TOKa CBOUMHU O0SI3aHHOCTSIMU, — MaxHYJ py-
koit llleH u BbIIIeT U3 KyXHU.

YTo-TO HaYaJI0 Y HETO HE 3aJ1aJINIOCh.

«Ecnu Tak momyMaTh, Ha 4yeil MUK CTOUT HaBeAaThCs 3a CIANKUMU ITUPO-
rammu?..»

YuurteiBast TeHACHIINIO, BEPOSITHEE BCETO, OH HAWIET YTO-TO CJIAAKOe
Ha ke CnaBel. Y MyaHa Bceraa OBIJIO UTO TPeIIoKNUTh. OJHAKO CETOTHS
nMeHHO Ha MUK CaBbl coBaThbCs HeMb3s1. MoxkeT, Torna nuk I[lepcukoBoro
nBeTka? HaspaHue y Hero BKycHoe. OITHAKO B MTOCJICAHUIA pa3 OHM paccTa-
muck ¢ Ce Cuajb He Ha caMOU TIPUSITHOM HOTe.

[IpukuHYB, KTO B IIPUHIIMIIE HE IIPOTOHUT €ro B3allleil cpasy ke, Kak
yBunuT, [llen Bckouna Ha Me4 U moneTeNn K nuKy CUHMX 3Be3].

— XBartaeT xe y Te0s1 coBecTu! — u3aajaeka mornpuBeTcTBoBa Jles.

— CrapuHa, MHE HYXeH IMUPOT, — MocTaBui ero nepea ¢axktom LleH.

Bwmecto kakux-nm1bo yrouHeHuit crapeiiinna Jles okunyn Illena npu-
CTaJIbHbIM B3IJISIIOM U, IOUTPBIBast OPOBSIMU, CITPOCHUIT:

— Inme?

— Yro «rue»? — HegoyMeBalollle yTOYHII TOT.

— Cocynpl 17151 0OMeHa Ha MUPOT! — MopaxasiCh €ro TYTOyMUIo, pa3bsic-
Hu JleB.

IIeH cTykHYN ceOs TaZOHBIO 110 JIOY, pacIUIbIBAsICh B IIUPOKOI YIBIOKE:

— Ecnu 210 Bee, UTo HYXXHO, sl TpUHECY MpsIMo ceiiuac!

I'yon1 JIeBa pacTssHyIMCh B 1OBOJIBHOM YXMBUIKE.

— D, TaM! — KJIMKHYJ OH yYeHUWKa 3a n1Bephbio. — Ilepemaii, 4ToOBI He-

MEIJIEHHO MPUTOTOBUIN MUPOT!

R
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Illen He Bepua cBOE ynaue.

CrycTs 1o1yaca BBISICHUJIOCH, UTO HE 3psI OH € He BEpUJI.

Korga IlleH, ciaetaB B 4epHBIil 3aMOK, BEpHYJICS C KyBIIMHAMU U TIPO-
cienoBai 3a JIeBoM Ha KyxHIO, TO OOHAPYXKWJI, UTO TaM TI0 LIEHTPY CTOJIa TOp-
JKECTBEHHO IOXUIAETCS YKe IMoApyMsIHUBIIMICS tupor. C mupora Ha Hero
yCTaBUJIACh MI0KMHA PIObUX TOJIOB C TPUOTKPBHITHIMU, CJIOBHO B HEMOM aro-
HU3UPYIOIIEM KPUKE, pTaMMU.

— Yro 310? — youTsiM rosiocom cripocu IlleH.

JleB, He 3aMeyast ero COCTOSTHUS, JIYYUJICS TOBOJIBHOM YIIBIOKOIA.

— Ilupor, — TMOsSICHUJT OH, HE COBCEM IMOHMUMas, YTO TYT MOXKHO j100a-
BUTb. — «[ 151151 HA 3BE3Ibl» Ha3bIBAETCH.

— Iloatuuno, — npusHan IlleH.

EMy 3axoTenoch repeBepHyTh 3TOT IIMPOT PHIObUMHU MOPIAMU BHU3, TOJIb-
KO OBI He BUIETh OOJIbIIIE BEITaApallleHHbIE MyTHBIC ITa3uiu. Kaszanock, oHu
YCTaBWJIKNCH B CAMYIO AYIITY.

C tpynom otopBaB B3msin ot niupora, [llen passepnyscs k Jlery. Cyns
I10 €T0 JTOBOJIbHOMY U 0€337I00HOMY BUY, €TI0 CTaphlil MPUSITEIb UCKPEHHE
HE J0TaJbIBAJICS, YTO YTO-TO TOLIJIO HE TaK.

— JlagHo... — B3moxHy: llleH. — DTo g BUHOBAT, YTO HE YTOYHWII, YTO
MUPOT JIOJIKEH OBITh CJATKNM.

— O, BOT KaxK.

— V¥ Bac Ha KyxHe eCTb Hy>KHbI€ UHTPEIUEHTHI?

— Jlymaro, HalimyTcs.

IIlen oco3Hai, 4TO, €C/IM XOUelllb CAeJaTh YTO-TO XOPOIIIO, CAeJiail 3To
cam.

«Cucrema, Thl MOXeIIIb MHE HAIIOMHUTD, KaK TOTOBSITCS TIMPOTU?»

[...]

«Cucremal»

[Mozxert, mydiiie JOBEpUTh JIeJIo TTpodeccrnoHataM?] — poOKo TIpemIo-
KUIa Ta.

«IIpodeccrnoHanbl TOJIHLKO YTO NPUTOTOBUIM MHE nupor “Insms
Ha 3Be3/bl”»

[Kak 3Haere]. — Ecam 061 CucTeMa ObliTa peaibHBIM YeJIOBEKOM, OHA TOY-
HO Tpu 3Toii ¢ppase MaxHysa Obl Ha lleHa pykoii 1 TOpIO OTBEPHYIACH.
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IIleH moHSI, YTO HAYETO ACIBHOIO OT Hee He JoObeTcs.

C uHTepecoM MomIsAbIBasi Ha Hero, crapeiiinHa nuka CUMHUX 3Be31 OT-
KyHopwI KyBIIMH BUHA.

Ha caenyronue nonuaca Illen 6601 moTepsH aist Mupa, a JleB — st 00-
ILIeCTBa.

Korna crycts moiyaca TecTo 1 HaUMHKA ObLTUM TOTOBBI M OCTaBaJIOCh TOJIb-
KO cMellath, JIeB moctan Bropyro nuainy. Jlenao mouwio 6oapee, a JIeB oTuero-to
TIPUHSIJICS YUCTUTD PHIOY.

— JlaBaii ToJIbKO 0€3 3TOro! — 00paTB BHUMAHME Ha €ro AeHCTBYS, yKac-
Hyscs [len.

— [aBaii mpocTo CBepXy Iapy XBOCTUKOB BOTKHEM JIST YKPAIIICHMUSI.

— Her!

— Torma maBaii XoTs ObI IJ1a3a CBEpPXy pacKumaeM, KakK Obl aJlJTIO3Us
K 3Be3nam?

IIleH, KOHEUHO, JTIOOMJI SKCIIEPUMEHTHI ¥ BCSIKME HEOXUIAaHHBIE pelle-
HUS, HO BCE K€ MbITAJICS Cae/laTh HA CEei pa3 MpoCTOi MUPOT C HAUMHKOM
M3 CIaaKoi hacom u 0e3 BCSIKMX U3JIUILIECTB.

— boru, JleB, moyemy Thl He Mpeajaraciib UCTIOIb30BaTh JJIsI 9TOTO
aroapl?

— Idbd, — BeImOXHYN TOT, cioBHO LlleH mpemnoxun Kakyo-To IIy-
MOCTb.

IIIen ObICTPO 3aBEPHYI TECTO CO BCEX CTOPOH (IMoKa JIeB uero erie He yay-
MaJl) ¥ TIOCTaBWI IUpor 3anekaTbes. CrapeiimyHa nuka CUMHUX 3BE3M U3-
3a TaKOTO CaMOYTMPaBCTBA BBITJISIIET HE OYEHb TOBOJIBHBIM, HO OBICTPO CMSIT-
ymicst, korna IlleH mpenioxun eMy IMOIo3Ke 3aiiTH B YEPHBIl 3aMOK €l1Ie
3a HECKOJIbKUMU KYBIITMHAMM.

— W Bce xe, 3aueM TeOe MUPOr? — MOJIOOOIBITCTBOBANI OH, pa3jivBasi
OCTaTKM BMHA M3 BTOPOTO KYBILIMHA MO MHajiaM.

IIleny gaxke cTajlo HEMHOTO COBECTHO, YTO OH 3pPsI IIEPEBOAUT XOPOIIUA
HanuTok. Het, Hy yTo 3a motepsi! OH Ternepb HAMMUTHCS MOXKET TOJIBKO C T10-
Mo1bio Myana?? OrnpeznelieHHO, €ro He yCTpanBajl BApMaHT TaKOTO ITacCUB-
HOTO OITbSIHEHUSI.

«IIen! Tol rae?» — ycublian OH TOJIOC MeYHMKA. M 4yTh 1epHYyJICs, HO ObI-
CTPO YCIIOKOMJICS.
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«/la Tak, 3aBTpakamw», — OTO3BaJICs OH.

«Ien!» — nponoskan 3BaTb MyaH.

IlleH MOHSI, YTO MBICIEHHO TOT HE CJIBIIINT.

— 3aBTpakaio, roBopio!

— O, Bot kak? — ynuBuics JleB. — M 9acTo Thl TAKMM 3aBTpaKaellb?

— A TbI 1HE?

«4 crmyckaroch ¢ mka Tasierocst BeTpa», — OTO3BayIcsl MyaH.

— 4 npsamo 3nech, — BeITapaiuics Ha [llena Jles.

Ha Bcsikmii citydail oH OHIOXaJI COIEPKMMOE KYBIIIMHA: MOXKET, BUHO I10-
MOPTUJIOCH, @ OH W HE 3aMeTu?..

— 3auem?

BT0T Bompoc rnocrasui JIeBa B TynuK.

«[maBa opneHa BUepa IMOmpoCUI IIPOBEPUTSH MEIIepy, YTO Ha I0XKHOM CKJIO-
He nuka. [Tocne Havasia nox/aeit moa3eMHOE 03€pO BEYHO BLIXOIUT U3 Oepe-
TOB, M BCSIKME MEJIKME TBapu Jie3yT HapyxKy. OObIYHO, ITpaBaa, UX 3a4MCTKOMN
3aHUMAIOTCS YYEHUKM, HO B 3ToM roay miaBa [lluaH oTyero-to mornpocun
MEHSI OTIIPABUTHCST IMUHO».

— IloHsiTHO... — 3ByUasio KaK He4To 0ObIAeHHOE, HO IlleHa oTuero-To
oxBaTuja TpeBora.

«ThI TOYHO cripaBUIILCS?» — XBayia OoraM, OH CACPXKAJICS U HE YTOUHWII
3TOro BCIyX. Bee ke cBoo BOMHCKYIO TopaocTh MyaH XOJIMII 1 Jiesesi, a I1o-
JIIOOHBIN BOIIPOC OT CTapeHIIMHBI TMKa YepHOTo JJoToCca HaHec Obl TT0 Heit
yaap. M Bce ke KaK-TO HECITOKOITHO.

— MoxeT, MHEe CXOOUTh C TOOOI?

«$l yKe TIO9TH Ha MecTe», — OTMaxHyJicd MyaH.

— 41 OBI XOTeN BCTPETUTHCS Yepe3 moJryaca.

«[Tomyaca MHe TOYHO HE XBAaTUT, — CIIOKOMHO MpuKuHy1 MyaH. — Tam
CHCTEeMa XOMIOB, ITyTh HEOJIU3KUIA».

— ToI ke He 3a0MyIuIIbes?

MyaHn He cpasy OTBETWJI, OUeBUIHO MTPEObIBasI B JIETKOM IIIOKE OT MOA00-
HOTO TIPENTOJIOXKECHMUS.

«KaxeTtcs, s ynmoMuHal, 4To OObIYHO C 3TUM ACJIOM CIIPABJISIOTCS yUe-
HUKU?»

— JlagHo, 51 TOHST.
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Illen nepeBel Ha cTapeiinrHy JleBa HeTOBOJIBHBIN B3IJISII, TOJIbKO CEil-
Yyac BCIIOMMHAS O €ro MPUCYTCTBUU B MOMEIIEHUU.

— ThbI ce0s1 XOpoIIo YyBCTBYeIIb? — Ha BCSIKUI CIIydail yTOUHMII TOT.

— He xanymoocsb.

— A... ciymaid... MBI ¢ TOOOI 31ech OTHU? — IIEITOTOM YTOYHWII CTapeii-
myHa nuka CUHMX 3BE3.

Ha ceii pa3 Bertapamnmics [lexn. OH 0OBell B3MISIAOM KYXHIO, Pa3MbIIII-
Jsis1, He ynuiicst v JIeB mo 6eouek, 3eJeHbIX (et UM IPaKOHOB.

— Hdymalo, omHHM, — TakK ke 1enoToM oto3Bascs LlleH, 4ToObI He HEepBU-
pOBaThb CTapeHIIUHY.

— A ¢ KeM Tbl TOBOPHILL? — IIEITOTOM MPOI0JIKIII JIeB.

— C 1060101, — TaK xe menotoMm orBeTua leH.

— Toedy THI! — rpoMKO BO3MyTHIICS JIeB, CTYKHYB JIaIOHBIO O CTOJIEIII-
HUILy. — S yX OBLJIO pelni, 4To KTO-TO U3 HAC CIISITU!

[lleH yapIOHYICS M MOIUTWI TIPUSITENIO €11le BUHA. JIeB MpUHSIJICS paccKa-
3bIBaTh, YTO TBOPUJIOCH B Op/ieHe 3a BpeMsl ero oTcyTcTBus. IlleH ciyan,
MHOTLJA ITOCMEUBAsICh, HO OIIYIIasi BHYTPEHHIOO TPEBOTI'Y, C KaXKI0il MUHY-
TOI BCe CUJIbHEE JAaBSIIIYI0 Ha HETO.

Otuero Bapyr Illuany otnpasiasgTe MyaHa Ha IIyCTSIKOBOE 3amaHue?
W 510 mocye Toro, Kak MyaH B OTKPBITYIO IPOTUBOCTOSII €MY, MbITa-
sich He maTh yBectu lllena. Ho He cTaHeT XKe 3TOT 4elnoBeK MpeaIIpUHU-
MaTh 4TO-TO, BCepbe3 yrpoxaroiiee xXu3Hu MyaHa? MoxeT, OH MpOCTO
JKeJlaeT YTBEPAUTh CBOIO BJIACTh 3a €r0 CUeT, IOChLIask Ha MeJIKUE Topy-
yeHus?

A ecimu Het? YUTo, ecnu g MyaHa TToaCcTpoeHa JIOBYIIKa?

He caumkom nu llen nmogmancst mapaHoiie?

M Bce ke cuaeTh 31ech U ragaTh IPOCTO HEBBIHOCUMO.

Bo3MoxxHo, MyaH HEMHOTO OOMINUTCSI, €ClIU cTapeiiinHa nmuka YepHo-
IO JIOTOCA CYHETCS 3a HUM Ha 3TO «IIpOoCcToe 3amaHue». Ho ydiie yx oH Oy-
JIET PACCTPOEH, HO 3I0POB.

[Ipunss pemenue, [lleH BCKOYMII, pe3KO XJIOITHYB JIAZOHbBIO 10 CTOJLY.

— WU rorga JIyar Put mo cekpety ckaszan MHe... — JIeB nmpepBaJics, Mof-
HsB Ha IlleHa B3msi.

— IIpoury npoiieHus, MHE CPOYHO MTOpa UATH!
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— He npoBoxaio, — HEMHOTO YSI3BJIEHHO OTO3BAJICS CTapeMIlMHa M1uKa
CuHuX 3Be3].

IlleH cTpemmiaB BBICKOUMJI U3 €TI0 Pe3UICHIIMU, Tyrasi HECYACTHBIX yue-
HUKOB IMMKA CBOUM CTPEMUTEIbHBIM ITOOETOM B Pa3BEBAIOIIMXCS AJIbIX OJle-
Knax. [a eie v oTa youiicTBeHHas aypa BOKPYT — CTPaIllHO JaXe CMOTPETh,
HE TO 4TO MPUOIMKATHCS!
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CIOPI'IDVBI;I HA AEHb POXKAEHWS

R —

«He HyXHO 3TOTO».

«DTta mpocTas, mpeHedpeXUTeIbHO OpollieHHas (hpasza Mpeapelinia TBow
cynp0y, Ail» — mymana AHHHC, BCe ellle KJIOKOYa OT 3JIOCTH.

3auem oHa BoOOIIE cKa3aia, 4yTo Joout ero? OHa 3Haia, YTO MOJIYIUT
oTka3. CrielinaiabHO cKa3aja, YToObl TPOAEeMOHCTPUPOBATh, HACKOJBKO He-
yIOOHBIMU MOTYT OBITh Uy>KHM€E YYBCTBA, €CJIM HE OTBEeUYaelllb B3AaMHOCTbIO.
Ho... «<He nyxHO0 3TOr0»?! ThI CEpHE3HO?

OnHa nmymana, 4To OH XOTs Obl cMmelnaeTcs. Ilojarana, 4To XoTs ObI
3ajJilymMaeTcsl, Kak OTKa3aThb, He CJIUIIKOM paHs ee yyBcTBa. OHa Belb
BCE-TakKM cuuTajia cedsi ero apyroM. Eciu Obl €ii BHE3aNTHO MpU3HAJICs
JIpyT, OHa Obl MocTapajiach ciejiaTh BCE BO3MOXHOE, UTOObI CIJIAIUTh CU-
Tyalulo.

AJy K€ POCTO MJIEBATh. DMIATUU K IPYTUM JIOASIM Y HEr0 — HOJb. OH
3alUKJIEH UCKJTIOUUTEILHO Ha COOCTBEHHBIX UyBCTBaX. JlOJKHO OBITh, OBLI
3alMKJIEH €lle 10 BCTPEUU C yUUTEIEM.

AHHUC 3HaJIa, KaK TPEHEOPEXKUTETbHO OH OTHOCUTCS K UY>KUM TTEePEXM-
BaHusM. MiMena HeynoBOIbCTBHME HE pa3 U He JiBa HaOJIoaaTh, C KaKoii Jier-
KOCTBIO OH pa3buBaeT cepjila HAMBHBIX COyYEHMI, KOTOPHIE ITOBEPWIIM, YTO
OH He TIPOCTO AKCIEPUMEHTUPOBAJ, Aapsi UM CBOM molienyu. Jla, oHa Bce
9TO MpeKpacHo 3Haia. Jla, oHa ckazasa, 4To JIIOOUT ero He MOTOMY, UTO B ca-
MOM JigJie IYMaeT, 4yTo 3To J1000Bb. OHA He MorJia He MPU3HaBaTh HEKOTO-
PBIX €T0 TOCTOMHCTB, HE MOIJIa HU pa3y He IMOAyMaTh, YTO €CJTU Obl OH He ObLT
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TaKUM MpUIYpKOM... OIHAKO OH NPUAYPOK, KaKMX Mouckath. M gaxe 3Has
Bce 310, TAKOI'O otBeTa ot Ajla OHa He oXuaana.

«He Hy>XHO 3TOr0».

DMoLNM OT YSI3BJIEHHOU rOpIOCTY HarHajau ee He cpasy. CriepBa oHa TbI-
Tajlach CHOENaTh BUI, YTO €€ 3TO BOOOIIe He 3aeo. JIMIIb MPOKPYyTUB B rO-
JIOBE MPOU3OIIEIIYIO CIIEHY ellle pa3, AHHUC IMOHsLJIa BCe 3HaYeHUE KOPOT-
KOTO OTBETA.

M ecnu oH npuaypok, To OHa Ta ellie aypa.

[ypa, pemuBiias, 4To 3TOMY IIapHIO eCTh 10 Hee Aeio. Jlypa, moBepuB-
1ast, YTO OHU JPY3bs.

Emy obu10 HacTonbko, HACTOJIBKO mieBaTh Ha ee 4yBCTBa, YTO OH
HU Ha MTHOBEHUE HE 3arHyJIcs, OTBevas eii.

«He Hy>XHO 3TOr0».

«YTo X, A, BOT MBI U OTNIPEACIMM, YETO UMEHHO HE HYXKHO».

AHHMNC ObLIA TaK 3J1a, YTO, IIPEACTaBUB, KaK AJl TOXE IPOIIafacT, BCTaB
Ha MecTo PuUTy B reyatu, He olilylliajia HU4ero, KpoMme 3JI0paHOTO J1000-
MBITCTBA. A UTO, JI000I 13 BapuaHTOB He NpourphiliHbii. Ecin Puty npa-
Ba U, IPaBUJIbHO COTBOPEHHAs, 9Ta MeYaTh B CAMOM JIeJie UCIIOJHSIET XKesa-
HUsI — OHU CMOTYT BepHYTh ee. Ecim e A mpocTo ncuye3Her, Kak u Pury,
AHHUC He OyneT cKy4arhb.

CoHIIe TOJIBKO BOCXOAWJIO HAaJl MUPOM, KUIasl TIPUIYIJINBbIC OJIMKKU CKBO3b
cunue onapu. Habmronast 3a oTpaxkeHHeM CBeTa, TYJISIONIMM 10 CePbIM
CcTeHaM XOJIOAHOTO 3aMka, MyaH moaymal, 4To 3[eCh He TaK yX IIOXO.
Hert, 6e3ycinoBHO, ero Teruiast pe3uaeHIINsI, BEIIIOJHEHHAs U3 IepeBa, Kyaa
MpeanoYTuTeNnbHee U yioTHee. Ho paHbllle yepHBIl 3aMOK Ka3aJics eMy
WHOPOIHBIM YpoAlieM, 0e3 TOJIKY MOPTAIINM Meii3ax U cCOMBAIOIIUM Me-
IUTATUBHBIN HacTpoii. Kazamock, 3To 3maHMe cTajo BHELIHUM BOTLIOIIS-
HYEM IIPOTHUBIIEH Ay ero Biaaenblia. Ceityac ObLI0 HEMHOIO CTBIIHO
3a TMOAOOHBIe MBIC/IU, Belb, ITycTh OHU ¢ TeM llleHoM HUKOTHA HE ja-
nunv, MyaH yxXe He ObLT YBepeH, KaKMM Xe TOT ObL1 yenoBekoM. Teme-
peurHuii [lleH mokasan eMy, YTO B CyKIEHUSIX O IPYTUX JIIOASIX HE CTOUT
pyOuUTH cIuieya U BUIMMOCTD CO CTOPOHBI HE BCEIrla COOTBETCTBYET peajlb-

HOCTH.
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IToka MeYHUK XOIWII K cede B pe3nACHIINIO, IlepeoaeBaics B Ooiee Mo -
XOSIITYIO IUTSI BBIJIA30K B MELIePhl ONEXIy M JoOupajcs 10 TOM caMoil Ie-
LIepHl, YTPO YK€ BCTYIIWIO B CBOM IipaBa. MyaH peiwi, uto IlleH nomken
y>Xe TIPOCHYTbhCS, U PUCKHYI 1o3BaTh ero. Maes Illena cxoquth B nemepy
BMeECTe IoKa3auach He JIMIIeHHON! MPUBIEKATEIbHOCTH, HO MEUHUK TOLY-
MaJi, 4To JIy4llle caM CO BCeM pa3bepeTcsl, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, B Iellepe rpsi3-
HO U ckob3Ko. Ho korna IlleH BeiKa3ai onaceHust, a He 3a0JIyIUTCs JIU OH,
MyaHn naxe HEMHOTO 00M/IEICs, OMHOBPEMEHHO OIIyIlasi TETJI0 OTTOTO, YTO
IIleH, BUAMMO, TaK HEJIETIO IIPOSIBIISIET 3a00TY.

3aKoHYMB pa3roBop, MyaH moiies Brepen. OTo ObLT He TEePBbIi pa3, KoT-
Jla OH TIOCEIIaJI ATy Ielepy. XOauiI Cloa U ¢ YYeHUKaMM, U Jaxe ¢ APyTH-
MU ctapeiiimHamMu. Teasr BeaH Kak-To moaeIncs Haiexk /101, YTO MOoA3eM-
HOE€ 03ep0 OOMeJIeeT 1 3a HUM OTKPOETCS IIPOXOJ BIJIyOb TOphI. DTOTO,
npaBaa, Tak U He IIPOU30IILIO0, U Telbr, BEpOSITHO, OTKa3ajcsa OT JaJdbHeli-
IIMX UCCIIEIOBAHMIA.

OnHo B meliepe Mo BECHE OCTaBaJIOCh HEM3MEHHBIM: MeJIKMe TBapu
MO-IIPEXXHEMY HOPOBMJIM HAIlaCTh, IIPHITAJIA CO CTeH, He 3a00TSICh O CaMO-
COXpaHEHUHU.

MyaHn ragai, 4To e U3MEHWJIOCh B 3ToM romay 1 ordero Illuan nmompo-
CWJI €T0 JIMYHO 3aHSThCS 3TUM BorpocoM. ['anasi, oH 1iesn Briepen, MUHYsI 110-
BOPOT 3a IOBOPOTOM, 1 BCKOPE OCO3HaJI, UTO B 3TOT pa3 YTO-TO B CAMOM JeJie
He Tak: Teiiepa cIoBHO BbiMepsa. OH 11es yXe JOBOJIbHO J0JT0, HO 10 CUX
IOp He CTOJKHYJICS HA C OMHUM MaJIIOCEHBKMM MOA3EMHBIM AYXOM WIIH JAPY-
roii kakoit TBapsto. Hukoro!

CrapeitmuHaa nuka CaaBbl BHUMATEIBHO CMOTPEII 10 CTOPOHAM U TIOA,
HOTH, yMasi, YTO KTO-TO MOT YCIIeTh 3a4MCTUTh MEIIepy (Majio iU B OpcHE
9HTY3MACTOB), HO TPYIOB TaKXe He ObLIO.

ATtMocdepa cTaHoBWIACH 00JIee THETYIIEH ¢ KasKIbIM I1aroM. MyaH oXu-
Jajl, 4To OyIeT MaxaTb MEUOM, KpoIlla MeJIKMX MOHCTPOB HaIlpaBo 1 Haje-
BO, HO HE CTOJIKHYJICSI HU ¢ OMHUM. Briopy ObLJ1I0 HauMHATh 3BaTh UX, YTOOBI
OBLIO HE TaK OIMHOKO.

OH, KOHEYHO, He CTaJl AejaTh HU4ero rnogooHoro. HyxxHo Bcero nuiirb
JOMTH 10 TTON3EMHOTI0 03epa U yOeIUThCsI, UTO B Ielliepe HEeT OITaCHBIX TBapeid.
MoxHO ObL10 OBl MOPAOBATHCS, YTO OBICTPO CIPABUJICS, U CO CIIOKOMHOI
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JIyIIO# OTIPaBUThCS HA MUK YepHoro joTtoca, HO MyaH OTYero-To OlLyIial
TPEBOTY.

[TpumepHo uepes yac oH goOpalics a0 Noa3eMHoro o3epa. Ero BogHast
IaJb oTpaxasa cBeT (poHapsi B pyke MPOCIaBIEHHOr0 MeuHuKa. MyaH 1o-
ctaBuI (poHapb Ha 3eMJt0 U ocMoTpelics. Kpyrom Oblia TUILL Ja T1ajb.

3BYyK CTpysIIEicsl BOJbI MepeKpbIBajl Oojiee TUXHE OT3BYKU. MyaHy 1o-
KazaJloch, OyATO B TOHHEJE €331 YTO-TO COPBAJIOCH U TOKATUIOCh. OH pe3-
KO OOEpHYJICS Ha 3BYK M MPUCTYILIAJCS, BIVISAbIBAsCh B TEMHOTY, a 3a €ro
CIIMHOI 13 BOJbI OECIIYMHO CTaJI0 MOAHUMATHCSI HEUTO.

[Mpumenmuii B Ha3HAYUEHHOE MECTO BCTPeUM AJl CUSUI TaKOIl JIyde3apHOid
VIABIOKOI, YTO AHHUC 3aX0Te/IoCh eMy Bpe3aTh. C TpyIoM cAep:KaBILINCh, OHA
HEUCKPEHHE YJIBIOHYJIaCh B OTBET U CYXO ITIOMHTEPECOBAJIACH:

— To1 mouemy niputien ortyna? — KMBOK Ha YepHBIA 3aMOK.

— IlleH mpenioXui MHE XUTb ¢ HUM B 3aMKe!! — BOCKIIMKHYJI ITapeHb,
CJIOBHO TOJILKO U JIOXKUIQJICS €€ BOIpoca.

BpoBb AHHHUC TO JIM CKENITUYECKH, TO JIM HEPBHO 3a/iepraaach.

— OH B3s1;1 TeOs1 0OpaTHO YYEHUKOM? — yTOUHMJIA OHA.

— Hy... Takoro oH He TOBOPUJI, HO... DTO Belb IIar B Hy>KHOM HaIlpaBJie-
HUU, pa3Be HeT?

Xotenoch ObI AHHUC TIOCIIOPUTH, B CAMOM JIM JIgjIe 9TO HalpaBJieHUe Ta-
Koe «HyxkHoe». Ho oHa mpomosuana.

— Tak, MOXeT, ThI IIlepeayMall, pa3 y TeOsl BCce TaK XOPOIO CKJIaIbIBaeTCs?

AJ 3aMoTaJI IyIIKMCTOM 1IeBETI0OpOii, OTCBEUMBAIOIIIEH 30JJ0TOM Ha COJTHIIE.

— Her, He nepenyman. M ckitaabiBaeTcs Bce yaauyHo Aj1s1 Hac oooux: Lllen
Kak pa3 yliea U3 3aMKa, Mbl MOXKeM OeCIpensITCTBEHHO OCYIIECTBUTH 3a/1y-
MaHHOE, IT0Ka ero HET.

— O1nuHO, — npobopMoTaia AHHUC. — XOTb YTO-TO ITOJIE3HOE B TOM,
YTO ThI TEIIEPh TaM XKMBEIIIb.

Ecnu 661 At 6611 60Jiee YYBCTBUTENICH K €€ HACTPOCHUIO, TO HEIPEMEH-
HO oOpaTtu Ob BHUMAaHHE Ha XOJIOMHOCTh e¢ ToHa. OIHAaKO ITapHs BCe elle
pacnupaio oT pajgoCTu U3-3a BUEpalIHETO Beuepa, U OH C TPYJAOM CAEepPKU-
BaJICSl, YTOOBI HE TONEIUTHCS MOAPOOHOCTSIMU C AEBYILIKOM. DTO Xe Halo:
len cam HanuBan eMy BUHO U ObUT cTOJIb OTKpoBeHeH! Buepa ¢ IlleHom

23

[MoynTaTth OnUcaHKne, peUeH3Un 1 KYNUTL Ha cailTe MUDa



http://www.mann-ivanov-ferber.ru/catalog/product/zlodeiskii-put-tom-6/?utm_source=nkk&utm_campaign=get-chapter&utm_content=zlodeiskii-put-tom-6

1 MyaHOM OHU TOBOPWJIM MOYTH KaK paBHbIe. BriepBbie. BuepaiiHuii Beuep
BO3POMJI €ro BEpY B ceOsl M CBOM MeuThl. ToIbKO ceituac, olyiias aTy pa-
JIOCTb, AJI OCO3HaJ, YTO BCE ITO BpeMsl MOorpyxajcs B oTyasiHue. Ternepb
4acTh Tpy3a OyITO CHSUIU C €ro IJIeY, a XOJIOAEIollee Cep/ilie BHOBb TPEMeT-
HO OUJIOCH B TPYy/IU.

FOxHBII ckiToH nuKa Tasierocst BeTpa — omnpenejeHue BeChMa pa3MbITOE.
K Tomy ke Bech 3TOT MUK CBEpPXY JOHU3Y MOKPBIBAJ rycToii jiec. Eciiu Obl
He cB3b, IlleH Mor ObI TOTPAaTUTh THU HA IIOMCKH TIEIIEePhl, HE TO UTO YacCHhl.
Ho 6narogapst mpoTsiHyBIlelics BAajlb HUTHU, COSAMHSIBIIEI €ro ¢ mpociaB-
JICHHBIM MEYHMKOM, BpeMsI IIOMCKOB 3HAYMTEIILHO COKpaTWiioch. [Ipoiuio
He OoJble Mojiyyaca ¢ Tex Mop, Kak OH pasroBapuBaji ¢ MyaHoM, — U BOT
IIleH yXe cTOUT mepea TEMHBIM, ABIIIAIIAM ChIPOCTBIO BXOIOM B IICIIEpY.
IMomusBiIMiics BeTep 0€3:XaJT0CTHO TPerajl MOJIOIYIO JIMCTBY HA TOHKUX JIe-
PEBBSIX 1 B3IBIMaJI 00J1aKa IecKa U CyXUX IPOoLLIoronHux JuctbeB. [lleH 3a-
KPBLICS pyKaBOM M IIPOBOPHO 3aCKOYMJI B TTEIIEepY, IIEPEIPhITUBast Yepe3 BbI-
TEKAIIUIA U3 HEe pydyeid.

XOTb Ha yaule ObLI SIpKUI IeHb, CTOMUJIO JIUIIb YyTh-UyTh MPOIBUHYTh-
csl BIlepel, Kak Bce Kpacky momioTwia TeMHoTa. B ripaBoii pyke Illen cxu-
MaJjl Mey, a B JIEBOI 3aXeTr OoroHb Ha JagoHu. OTCBETHl OEIOro MIaMeHU 3a-
IUISICAJIM Ha MOKPBITHIX rpubamu creHax. IToka 4To Bce OBbLIO CIIOKOIHO,
CTUXJIX 3ByKU BETpa, NOHOCSIIUECS CHAPYXU, U TUILMHY pa3pe3aj JUIllb
MEPHBIN 3BYK CTPYSILLIEHCS BOIBI.

ITokazanucek pa3Buiaku — MyaH npeaymnpekaa ero, 4YTo 31eCh CETh TOH-
Heneil. Ha nepBoii pa3Bmike IlleH ocTaHOBWICS U COCPEIOTOUMIICS Ha He-
BUJIMUMOI cepeOpsTHOI JTMHWU, CJIOBHO MPOJIOXKEHHOM MaplIpyTe B HaBUra-
Tope. OH YCMEXHYJICS MPUILIEAIIeMY Ha YM CPAaBHEHUIO U IBUHYJICS B Hy>KHOM
HarpaBjeHUU.

[TponBurasce Briepen, OH 00OpaTvyl BHUMaHUE, YTO HE BUAUT HUKAKUX
TpyroB. Pazse MyaH cioia He MOHCTPOB yOuBaTh roxanosan? Mau oH TpyIibl
¢ co0oit Taiuut? Bot TonbKO 3auem?

Ien npenctaBuy MyaHa ¢ OTpOMHBIM MEILIKOM, B KOTOPBII TOT Tep-
MEeIMBO 3allUXUBAET OYePEAHYI0 MEJIKYIO TBapb, MTHOBEHMEM Ha3al 3a-
pyoseHHyo MeyoM. [IpuuuHy Takoro rmoctymnka oH HalTU He Mor. Her,
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HY JIaJTHO ellle Ha 0OpaTHOM IYTH, UTOOBI TPYIIbI 3/IECh HE pa3jarajiuch U py-
YyeeK He MOPTUJIM, HO 3a4eM BIJIyOb MEIIePhI-TO TalllUTh?

Bce aT0 HactopaxuBaio. LlleH omyian npucyrcteue MyaHa Briepenu,
Y C HUM Bpoje Obl Bce ObLI0 B nopsiike, Ho... Heyxenu Illuan u B caMmom
Jiesie TPOCTO OTIPABUJI €r0 Ha MeJIKOe 3ajlaHue, UTOOb! oThirpaThesi? To ecThb
He Heyxenu, Thdy Thl! CiiaBa 6oraM, ecji Tak OHO M €CTh! 3HAUUT, ero opat
ele He COBCEM MCIOPUYEHHBIH.

CreHbl TIelepbl oKazaauch ockyiuaiabiMu, IlleH cTapajicsi HU 10 4ero
He poTparuBarbes. KaMHUM mom HoraMuy ObUTM BJIaXKHBIMM, CKOJB3KUMU
u yrnoBaTeIMu. [1IeH To U es10 HerIsijics 3a HUX, HECKOJIBKO pa3 uyyTh He yIia
U 3aieJ1 pyKO#i CTeHY, OCTaBJIsisl Ha Heit oTrevaTok JagoHu. Kaxblit pa3 oH
paccTpoeHHO KayaJl roJIOBOM, OIIIyIlast ce0sl BAHIAIOM, TOPTSIIIUM MUKPO-
ouorTy.

Pyueii cTpyniicst Mexy KaMHSIMM, €0 MEpHOE KypuaHue MepeKpbiBajio
npyrue 3Byku. LlleH yyBcTBOBaJI, yTO paccrosiHue 1o MyaHa cokpaliiaercs,
HO B 9TUX TOHHEJISIX HEMYIPEeHO ObLI0 U 3arayTatb. OOuWH pa3 OH HATKHYJI-
Cs1 Ha TYMUK, J0JIT0 CMOTPeJI Ha TTOKPBIThIN CTAJTAKTUTAMU MOTOJIOK, PEIHB,
YTO MPOXOJ MOXKET MPSATaThCSI BBEPXY, HO TTOTOM COOOpa3ui, 4To MPOCTO
CBEpHYJI He Tyja.

«Heyxenu MyaH u 3aech ycrien moosisatb? OH Beb FTOBOPUJI, UTO T10 BEC-
He Meliepa KUIIUT MOHCTpaMU».

[Ilen BepHYyJCS K TPOTIMHKE C caMbIM OypHBIM pyueiikom. MHorma ToT
pasyiMBaJICsl HACTOJIBKO, UYTO MPUXOAMIOCH MPBITATh C KAMHS HAa KAMEHb, YTO-
ObI He HaMOUYUTh 00yBb. B omHoM MecTe IlleH gake pelnmi, 4To yKe TOIIe
JI0 o3epa.

OmHako, HECMOTpPS Ha OOIIYI0 TPEBOXHOCTh, TaKUe OJIyKIAaHUS Ka-
3ajiuch eMy MHTepecHbIMU. LlleHy HeyacTo JOBOAMIOCH XOAUTH IO Me-
1epam, Tak YTO MOXKHO 3arucaTh B KOIMUJIOUKY HOBOTO orbiTa. MHTEpecHO-
WHTEPECHO — U Jla’ke HEMHOTO XXyTKoBaTo. CBET Ha JIaJJOHU He oCcTaBal
IO BCeX YTOJIKOB, U, IIpoaBurasich Brepea, Illen mocTtossHHO ob6opa-
YUBAJICS: €My BCE Ka3ajloCh, YTO OH MPOMYCTUJI UTO-TO (KOro-To?) U Te-
rnepb OHO KpaaeTcs 3a cnuHoi. OH He pa3 ocTaHaBJIMUBAJICS U TMPU-
CIylIMBaJICsl, @ TTOTOM TTIOHUMaJI, UTO 3TO BCETO JIMIIb pa3birpaBlleecs
BooOOpaxeHue.
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ITo omymenusam Myan 0b11 yxke psimoM. Cepaiie 1lleHa BHe3aImHO ITyCTH -
Jioch BcKayb. HeT-HeT, ¢ MyaHOM Mo-TipexkHeMy Bce ObLIO B TOPSIIKE,
Ho lleHy mpuuuioch caeaaTh NIyOOKWA BIOX-BbIIOX, MPEXIe YeM MPOIO0JI-
KUTh MyTh. MBICN yOeXKalu, HOra MOCKOJIb3HYyNach, U llleH oOHapyXua
ce0s1 OOpYLIMBILMM HEOOJbIION KaMHenal U BHOBb MOTPEBOXUBIINM MU-
KpOOUOTY.

OH yOpaJl Meu B HOXHBI, TOTOMY UYTO YK€ JBaXKIbl UYyTh HA HETO He Ha-
MOPOJICS, U CHeal 1Iar u3 TOHHEJIs.

— Ien? Yro 11 30€CH AeTacib?

MyaH cTosi1 Bo3Jie 00JIbIIOro Moa3eMHoro o3epa. MoHaph y ero HOT Oc-
BelllaJl KAMEHUCTBII Oeper U 4acTh YepHOM I1aiu XKeJaToBaThiM cBeToM. Ero
HE XBaTaJlo, YTOOBI TIpope3aTh ThMYy BCEro MPOCTPAHCTBA, HO JOCTaBallo,
yToObl LlleH 3aMeTn1 IBMKEHUE B BOJIE.

CrapeiiminHa nuka YepHoro joToca MojoXua pyKy Ha PyKosiIThb Meua.
MyaH o6epHyJcsi. Heuto mponoskaio moqHUMAThCSl U3-T01, BO/bI.

MyaH 3amMaxHysICcsl MEYOM, B JIIOOOHf MOMEHT IOTOBBIN MOCJIATh €ro sl
ynapa. llen npubausuics K HeMy B JiBa Il1ara U CXBaTUJ PYKY, YIpexaas
yaap.

Elie Heckojibko MTHOBEHUIA OHU BMeCTe HaOItoalu, KaK HeUTO MocTe-
TIEHHO BOCCTAeT BO BECh CBOM HeMaJblii pocT. YepHble BOJIOCHI CTPYUIUCH
10 TeJTy, CIOBHO IMOTOKU BOJIbI.

— Omnpo, THI 30ech 0TKYyaa?! — Bo3myTuics IleH.
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B —

Thasa 155.3

Clopnpu3bl HA AEHb POXKAEHUS

Hemonnueckuii nyx cmepwi IlleHa TakuM B3IISIIOM, CIOBHO TOT CIIPOCHII
KaKyl0-TO HEeCypasuiLy.

— ¥V 1ebs ciuikoM cyxo. A Hamen cebe MecTeuko Iojyyille, — Mosc-
Hua OHb.

— Tenepb sICHO, OTUYETO 3[eCh HET MOHCTPOB! — (PBIpKHYT MyaH, you-
past Meu B HOXKHBI. — Thl Bcex chein?

— S He cben. — JIeMOHMYECKMIA TyX C BO3MYIIIEHMEM BO33PUIICS Ha TIPE-
TOJIOKUBIIIETO TAKOE HEMOTPEOCTBO 3aknHaTes. — S ckazan uM He Oeno-
Kyputb! OHU Bce 31ech!

IIIen ¢ untepecom ocmotpesncsi. 1 B camoM nesie, Tenepb, Korma crajio
SICHO, UTO JIEMOHWYECKMI TyX W 3aKJIMHATEIN IPYT APYTY HE yIpOXaloT, 13-
3a KaMHEe cTaju MosIBJISITbCs 3a0aBHbIE M HE OYEHb, a TO M OTKPOBEHHO ITy-
raloliye, Ho BCe KakK ofHa Jo0onbITHhIe Mopaamku. llleny npuiuioch Ha-
MMOMHUTB cebe, YTO OHU MUJIbIE, TOJbKO MOKAa He HAYHYT TPBI3Th JIIOICi
13 OJIM3IIEKAIINX IePEBEHb.

— A e nucuna? — ¢ uarepecoM yrounua Illen.

OH5 ITOCMOTPEIT Ha HEero ¢ HaJIMEHHBIM BBIPaXKEHUEM.

— Ime-To mnsercs.

— XM... — IlleH cierka ynuBuICs Takoi (hOpMYJIMPOBKE U3 YCT oyxa.

— Her, ona Tak u cka3zana, yxons: «[loiiay MoOLUUISTIOCE», — YTOYHUII
OnHs. — OHa Tak 4yacTo JeJiaerT.

— XomuT nouutsAthcsi? — yrounu IlleH.
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— Ha, 1160 nousiThCs, TMOO OMOLISATLCS, 1 UHOTIA ITyTalo.

[lleH ¢ Tpynom yaepxajicsi OT TOro, 4YToObl HE paccMesIThCsl Ha BCIO Ie-
mepy. OH cTaj JaBUTHCS CMEXOM, CIOXMBILIKMCH ITOIMOJIAM, a MEJIKUE TyXHU
UCIYTaHHO TIOMNpsTaIuch 3a KaMHU. Ho 3aTeM BHOBB BBICYHYJIUCH, ITyCKast
CJIIOHY, ¥ OIISITh CIIPSITAJIUCh, CTpalllach YOMMCTBEHHOI aypbl, UCXOISIIICH
OT BUCSIILIETO Ha TOsICe 3aKJIMHATENIST Meva.

Myan npucraibHo tocMotped Ha OH3. ToT BepHYII eMy CTOJIb XKe IpH-
CTaJIbHbI B3IJISI.

[IleH BBITPSIMWICS U BBITEP CKOIMBIINUECS Y IJ1a3 CIIC3UHKU.

— Tak uyTo ThI 37€Ch Aenaelb? — XMypo yTouHu1 MyaH, pa3BepHYBIINCh
K [lleny. — IIpuiren co CBOUM IPUSITEIEM TTIOTOBOPUTH?

MeuHuK 4yBCTBOBAJ €051 IIIYTO, U 3TO OIIYIIEHUE EMY XKYTh KaK He Hpa-
BUJIOCK.

— [To-Moemy, MbI C TOOOI# OMHOBPEMEHHO YAUBUINUCH, yBUIEB OHD, —
3ametu 1lleH.

— Torma uro? S e ckaszall, YTo CKOpO BEPHYCh.

«becrmrokonncs o Tebde, nypbhs OamKkal» — Bcayx oH 3TOro He cKasai.

— MHe cTajio 10CagHo, YTO ThI IToLIea oauH. A 110010 MPOoTryaKu Ha ITPH-
pore, a B Tog0OHBIX Iellepax elle HU pa3y He ObiBajl. [Ipuiiock Bocnosib-
30BaThCsl MOMEHTOM M COCTaBUThb Te€OE KOMIMAHUIO.

[llen yye3apHO yabIOHY/ICS. MyaH pacTepsiHHO IIOCMOTpEJT Ha HETo.

— Tebe B caMoOM JieJie UHTePECHO MOCETUTh ITogo0oHoe Mecto? S perni,
YTO 3[I€Ch XOJIONHO, U I'PSI3HO, U CHIPO, U TeMHO... M 3TO cKopee HempusT-
HOCTb — OTIPABUTHCS B TAKOE MECTO.

OHb ¢ oCcyXIeHMeM IOCMOTpeNI Ha Hero, 3aTeM (bBIPKHYJI X HBIPHYJI IO,
BOMY, 001aB cHOIToM OpHhI3T. IIleH, KoToporo He 3a1e10, UPOHUYHO CKPUBUIT
ryOBbl, HO 3aT€M He BBIJACPXKaI U PacCMeEsLICS.

— Jlemonnueckuit uept! — Bo3amytuiaca MyaH. — IloBesno, 4yTo y TeOst
Takoit mokposutens! Ecam 0vl He 1lleH, s OBl TeOS ykKe JaBHO MPUKOHY !

— D10 Tebe 1moBe310, — OyAbKHYI0 n3ganeka. — Ecau 0n1 He Hamn [eH,
THI OBI M3 3TOM Telephl He BHIOpaJICs.

— Cudero aT0 OH Bam?! — Bo3MyIlleHHBII MyaH ciefan mar K 03epy, mo-
Tpsicasi KyJIaKOM.

B oTBeT pasznanoch Juliib 1Ba KPAaCHOPEUUBBIX OYJIbKa.
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IleH c ynbiOKoi Habmonad, Kak MyaH onycKaeT KyJiak, aeiaas LTyOoKuit
BBIZIOX.

— He ux? A yeii Torna?

— CBoit coOCTBEeHHBI!! — BbIIAT MEUHUK.

VY IlleHa ax 6poBU Ha 100 MOJE3IH.

— W HeMHOXKO Halll, OpAeHCKMIT, — THX0 100aBmI MyaH cede 1mom HoC. —
Bo3moxHO, gaxe Moeii ceMbu.

[leH o1yTH TEMIO HA CEPALIE U MOPA3UIICS, KAK CUJIBHO NPUHALIEK-
HOCTb MOXET pafoBaTh ero. beITh He equMHMIIeH, a YacThlo. 3HATh, YTO 3TO
MEeCTO — €ro.

OH OTBEpHYJICS, TIBITAsICh CKPBITh, KAK PACUyBCTBOBAJICS OT CJIOB ayXa
1 MEYHUKA.

MyaH co cMSITeHHEM ITOCMOTpes Ha ero cnuHy. OH rmoMmHm, Kak Illen
Ha3bIBaJl AyXOB cBoeil ceMmbeii. Ho BnepBble ceifuac BCIIyX 3asiBUJ, UTO
BOOOIIIE-TO TOXE MPEeTeHIyeT Ha KakKoe-To MecTo. OH ollyIial pagocThb
u ynusnernue Illlena, Ho He MOr TIOHSITh, peakiMeil Ha Kakue cJioBa CTajlu
5TH YyBCTBa.

— Jlyuuiero apyra Beb MOXHO Ha3BaTh YJIEHOM CEMbU? — PELIUTETbHO
npousHec MyaH. — I gymaro, uyTo na.

IIlen pa3BepHYJICS U CIIPOCUI, MBITASICh 32 IIIYTKOW CKPBHITh BOPOX CBO-
HX YyBCTB:

— D70 Benb 51 TOJKEeH JapuTh MOAAPOK Ha TBOU JeHb POXKIEHMSI, TaK T10-
yeMy KaxeTcsl, 0ynTo Hao0opoT?

— Ilomapok? — He cpasy gouuio 1o MyaHa.

A IOTOM OH CMYTMJICSI, OCO3HAB, UTO BCE 3TO BPeMsI HEITPABUIbHO ITIOHM -
Mmaj [llena. Bce 3T0 Bpemst OH Ha3bIBaJl JUIIb TyXOB CEMbE, TTOTOMY YTO
0OsUICS, YTO HE BIIPABE MCIIOJb30BaTh TAKKUE ONPEASICHMS IS MX OTHOIIE-
Huii. Yacts cembpu? He cauikoMm v MHOTO Ha ceOs OepeT, pacCUnThIBasI
Ha TTogo6Hoe? D10 Tait m Dpa — cembd, lleH ke ipocTo... UMeHHO Tak oH
n nymani. UMe@HHO Tak 3TOT IIYIbli IPOKJISATBINM CTapelIlinHa U Tymasl Bce
9710 Bpems. IToka MyaH ragai, B kakom MecTe LlleH cobupaeTcst npoyepTuTh
MEX1y HUMU pa3ieuTeIbHYIO JUHUI0. B KOoTophIit pas.

— 51 maBHO XOTeJI Ha3BaTh TeOS €€ YaCThlO, — IPU3HAJICI MEYHUK. — Ya-
CThIO cBOeit ceMbu. Eciiu ThI, KOHEUHO, XOUEIllb €10 ObITh.
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— KoneuHo xouy!! — B3BOTHOBaHHO BoCcKJIMKHY IlleH, OyaTo ceKyHm-
HOE MPOMEJIEHUE MOIJIO OTOOPAaTh y HETO 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTb.

— Xopollo, — ycMexHyJicst MyaH.

— Xopol1o, — ynaeI0HyJIcS B 0TBeT x0391H [IpokiisiToro nuka.

Ternepb oHUM 00a OIIYTUJIN HEJIOBKOCTb.

— Tak, 3Ha4YUT, Thl XOTeN MOAAPUTH UTO-TO... — Havaa MyaH, u TyT
no lena nonuio:

— ITupor!

MyaH B3ApOrHyI1.

— O 6oru! 4 xe 3a0bL1 BBITALIUTH €70 U3 neuku! — yxxacHysncs len. —
IToiinem ckopee! — OH cxBaTWI MEYHMKA 3a PYKY M ITOTAILIMI IIPOYb. — Mo-
JKeT, OH ellle He 00yrmics!

IMonmpaBasick, MyaH IoIIe] 32 HUM, IJISIs Ha TSHYIIYIO BIEpen PyKy.

— Ckopee! Ha JleBa Hagexmbl HEeT!

I1pu yem 31ech JleB, MyaH naxe He 3aayMacs.

— IlleH roBopu He TOAXOAUTH OJIU3KO K 3ajie [TyOuHHO# ThMbI, — 3a-
MeTua AJl, ciaenys Mo 3aMKy 3a AHHINC.

Ta ocraHOBMIIACH TIepel BHYLIUTEIbHBIMU 3aKPBITHIMU ABEPSIMU U pa3-
BEPHYJIACh K MapHIO.

— Tyna, — B3Max pyKu Ha IBEPU 3a CIIMHOM, — MBI HE MOIeM.

AJl TOJILKO UPOHUYHO UCKPUBWI OpOBb. AHHHMC yKa3zajia eMy Ha IevyaTb
Ha II0JTy.

— IMocmoTpu. 3Haelnb, 4YTO 3TO Takoe?

AJI TIOCepbe3HEN U OKMHYJI ITIe4aTh BHUMATEIHBHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— Her, Hukoraa paHblie mogqooHoH He Brea. XOTs BOH Ta YacTh KaXeT-
Cs1 3HAKOMOM.

— KoHeuHo, cMMBOJIBI TTO OTAEIBLHOCTH MOTYT ObITh HaM 3HAKOMBbI, —
¢BIpKHY/Ia AHHUC, CJIOBHO AJI CMOPO3WJI KaKylO-TO INIyIIOCTh. — BaxHo,
KaK OHU JeiCTBYIOT BMecTe. JIagHO, CTAaHOBUCH BOH Tyna, a s 3aiiMy 3TO
MeCTO, — AHHIC 3allljla B OMH U3 KPYroB 1 yKa3aya AJly Ha LIeHTp. — Puty
aKTUMBUpOBAaJja rnevyaTb OTTy/a.

— MoXeT, CTOUT aKTUBUPOBATh Me4aTh CHApYXU? — IIPEIII0JIo-

KT AL
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ITycTh OH 1 HegoyYKa, HO 3TO Bellb OCHOBBL. MTHOBeHIEe AHHUC pacTe-
PSIHHO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

— Pury crosiia Tam! — BCTpSIXHYB PYKOI ¢ YKa3yIOLIUM IIEPCTOM, HACTO-
s7a oHa. — Ei1 Obu1O BUIHEe, UTO U Kak AenaTh!

— Ilo-moemy, Puty npubblia B opaeH nepen HadyagioM 3uMbl. Hudero
ce0e oHa TaJlaHT/IMBA, YTO, HE OTYYMBIINCH U MOJYTo/a, TaK yBEPEHHO 3Ha-
€T, UTO 1 KakK JIeJIaTh.

— Tol Tpycunb, yto 1u? — prIpKHYIa AHHMUC.

AJ1 yA3BJIIEHHO MMOKPaCHE].

— DT0 Ha3bIBaETCs 3ApaBbIii CMBIC!

AHHUC HanpsKeHHO ITOCMOTpesia eMy B IIa3a, He Moprast. I1poruio He Me-
Hee MOJIYMUHYTHI.

— IToHsaTHO, — 3aTeM XOJIOMHO IIpour3Hecia oHa. — KoHeuHo, 3aueM TebOe
HampsraTbCsl U PUCKOBaTh, Beb Thl M TaK CUACTJIMB: YUYUTEIb PA3PELIII XKUTh
Ha ke YepHoro jioToca, QyMaelib, CKOPO M TBOM CTaTyC JIMYHOIO yYeHU-
Ka BepHeT... KoHeuHo, 3aueM Tebe Ternieph . M yx Tem OoJjiee 3auem Oecrio-
KOUTBHCS O KAKOM-TO ITEPBOTO/IKE.

A cTaj MOKpbIBAaThCS OEJIBIMU TISITHAMMU.

— 9710 He Tak! lymaenib, st MeHsI BB ¢ PUTy coBceM HUYero He 3HaYuTe?

— MMeHHoO TaK g 1 gymato!

DTOT BHIKPUK IEHCTBUTEIBLHO 3a1e Ajla. BoaMoxXHO, ero 3a1eio To, 4To
B ITyOMHE QYU OH M caM He ObLT YBepeH, He npasa Ju AHHUC. EMy Bipyr
HE IMOHPaBWJIOCh, YTO BCE 3TO TaK o4eBUAHO. OTUEro-To A0 CEro MOMEHTa
OH HeE 3a/lyMbIBaJICS, BCET/a JIM OHA OYyNIET rOTOBa BBICJIYIIATh €T0 B TPYAHYIO
MUHYTY U pa3apaxarbh CBOUMU «IIPaBUJIbHBIMU» COBETAMU.

A cienai mar B meyath U BCTaJI B €€ LIEHTP.

— MozxxeT, MOM MBIC/IM ¥ CKOHLIEHTPMPOBAHbI Ha IPYTrOM, HO 3TO HE 3Ha-
YUT, 4TO APYy>k0a ¢ TOOOI COBCEM HUYETO JUIsSI MEHSI HE 3HAUUT, — MPOU3HEC OH.

AHHMC Ha MTHOBEHHE CMeIIajiach, HO OBICTPO BEPHYJIA CBOIO YBEPEH-
HOCTb.

«DTH CI0BA HUYETO HE U3MEHSIT».
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Korga Illen u Myan npuiertenu Ha nmuk Cunux 3Be3n (mpuuem Lllen nzna-
JIeKa MPUIISIAbIBAJICS, HE UIET JIM CO CTOPOHBI KYXHU JBIM), BBISICHUJIOCH,
yto Hu JIeBa, Hu upora Ha nuke HeT. [lleH pacTtepssHHO 06epHyJcs K MyaHy.

Her, ny nagno JleB, HO mupor-To Kyaa Mor neTbcsi? He cropen ke oH
notia!

MyaH Bce mymaj, Kak Obl eMy MOTaKTUYHEeEe HAMEKHYTh.

— To1 3Haelb... S1 BOBce He pacCTpoOrOCh, €CJIM ITUPOT...

— 4 BosmytieH! — nepe6un ero lllen. — IMonerenu B crapeitiinHckyo!

Myan ocraHoBu ero, Koraa IlleH yxe roroB ObLT 3alIpBITHYTH Ha MeY.

— Ilonerenu Ha muk YepHoro jgoToca, JagHO?

— Tebe pas3Be He HY:KHO oTuuTaThed TIepern [Imanom?

— HyxHo, HO $ cenaio 3To mo3xe.

Illen 3amep, mymasi 0 TOM, YTO, BBIXOJAUT, BOOOIIE HUYETO HE MOATOTO-
BIJI KO THIO poxkaeHus. Yto nmogmaputs Myany?! ¥ Illena-To, eciu mogymars,
HUYETro CBOETO-TO U He HaKoImmwiIoch. [1nana ¢ kapnamu — nomapok ot Ly-
apa, 3aKoJjiKa ¢ 0yoeHUMKaMu — TogapokK oT MyaHa, po30BbIii IBETOK — T10-
Iapok ot MyaHa, 3-3-3... Bce?

— 4... ar0... — IlleH HeMHOTO paccTpowyics. — XOTeJl OTIPa3qTHOBATh
TBOI ICHb POXIEHYsI, HO, BEIXOIUT, JaXKe HUYETO He ITPUTOTOBWIL.

— Ilen, To1 cepbe3Ho? — MyaH UCKpEHHE YIUBUIICS.

— Hy... npocro... — IlleH B310xHYyA. — A, JJaJHO, MOJETEIU B YEPHBIA
3amok! TaM enne ot morpebda JleBa UTo-TO OCTaIOCh, 1a 1 BUEpAIITHUE KOH-
(beThl TOYTH HUKTO HE ]I

MyaH ynbIOHYJICS Y KUBHYJI.

IMoxa nerenu K uky YepHoro joroca, MyaH He MOT He 0OpaTUTh BHUMA-
Hue Ha HoBbIN Meu LlleHa. TouHee, oOpaTW BHUMaHUE OH ellie B Teliepe,
Jla cJiydasl He BBIIAJIOCH OOCYIUTh.

«KcraTtu, TBoe CMepTebHOe JJAKOMCTBO Y MEHSI, — MBICJEHHO MTPOU3-
Hec oH. — Buepa s 3a0pait ero u cBoii Meu y masbl [IIuanar.

«Bot kak? — ynuBieHHo oto3Bajcs LlleH. — Otyero xe cpasy He Bep-
HY?»

«$l 3axonun Kk cebe nepeoneTbes U 3a0bl1 ero TaM. OnHaKo, Kak Morisi-
XY, Tbl HE B yTpaTe».
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«DTOT M€Y paHbllle MHE He AaBaJicsd», — NOBOJIbHO Tmoaenuics LlleH.

«DTOT Me4 B CaMOM JieJie BBIISIAUT BIIEUATISIIONIE, — C TOJIMKOM 3aBU-
CTHU B Tosioce npusHaia MyaH. — TolbKo aypa y HEro 3JI0Bellas».

«CaMoe To Jis1 TPOKJISITOrO CTapeuIiuHbl, a?» — ycmexHyJics Llen.

Myan ¢ HeomoOpeHneM IoKocuyics Ha Hero. [1o ero MHEHUIO, BCe 3TU
TIPOKJISITHIE BEIIM HE COBCEM IMOAXOIMUIN TAKOMY CBETJIOMY U SIDKOMY CYIIIe-
ctBY, Kak lleH. Ho crapeiimmHa nuka YepHoro jotoca OblLI BIIOJIHE 10BO-
JIeH ceifuac, Tak yTo MyaH He cTajl CIIOpUTb.

Ha naBouke nepen yepHbIM 3aMKOM cuen JIeB. B omHoI pyke y Hero 0bu1
MyCTOM KyBIIWH C BUHOM, B IPYTOif — OJII0JI0 C TUPOTOM.

— Her, Hy Hamo e, HAKOHEII-TO SIBUJICS! — M3IajieKa 3aBUIEB IPUOIM-
>xeHue Illena u MyaHa, 3akpuyai crapeiiinta nuka CUHUX 3Be3].

[len criemmics U BIOXUII M€Y B HOXKHBI.

— CrapuHa JleB, Tak BOT y KOro Moii nupor! — oopagosascs [lleH.

— OOMeHSsII0 He paHbllle, YeM ITOJTydy KOMITEHCALINIO! — ropao oTpe3as TOT.

MyaH ornacjuBO MOKOCUJICS Ha BBITICUKY.

— JleB, THI 3HAJI, UTO y CTapeHIIMHBI MyaHa cerogHs AeHb POKACHUS? —
HU C TOro HU ¢ cero noaenuics leH.

— A, BOT OHO KaK, — IpoTsiHyI JIeB, nepeBenst B3misn Ha mupor. — [Ipu-
MUTE MOM MO3/paBlieHus], cTapeiinnHa MyaH, — 3asiBUJI OH, MIPOTSITUBAasI
MIPOCJIaBIECHHOMY MEYHMKY JJaKOMCTBO. — Tereps s ITOHSII, OTYET0 MO JII0-
OMMBII TMPOT HE MOAXoAWJI. Bel He oueHb T100uTe pHIOY, cTapeiimHa’?

MyaHn cKpersi cep/iie IIPUHSUI ITMPOT ¥ TOCKJIMBO TIOIJISIE] OBEPX HEro
Ha JleBa. [1pu yeM 31ech pbi0a, OH He TIOHSLI, HO Ha BCSIKMIA ClIydaii IIPUro-
TOBWJICS K XyIIIIEMY.

— Wnemrte-unemrte, BMecTe oTrpaszaHyem, — rnmomMaHui Bcex e B uep-
HBI 3aMOK.

«Kak xe cyeTnmBo», — ¢ JIeTKO# 1ocanoii AyMaj OH, MEepBbIM CITyCKasiCh
I10 JISCTHUIIE.

— U ckonbKo BaM BeCeH CTYKHYIIO, €CJIM He CeKpeT, cTapeiiiHa MyaH? —
noJyirodonbsITcTBOBAI JleB.

— KxM. Tpuauats 1eBsTh.

— Xa. Kakos 1oHel. IlleH, Te6e XOTb €CTb O YeM ITOTOBOPUTH C MOJIOIBIM
yesioBekoMm? Mu Bac He pa3roBopbl CBEJIN?
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[lleH, 10 3TOr0O CIIOKOMHO CITYCKAIOIIMIACS I10 JICCTHUIIE, 3aMep, IYTh
HE COPBaBILKCH CO CTYIEHbKH, 3aTeM Pa3BEePHYJICSI U CTal MEIJIEHHO MO~
HUMaThcs K JIEBY 1 3aCTBIBIIIEMY 3a ero crimHoii MyaHy. Bokpyr crapeiim-
HBI TMKa YepHOoro JioToca pacrossaiach 3J0Belias aypa.

— Y10 THI MMeeIIb B BUIY, CTapyHa, ITOBTOpU. — OT TOHA €ro rojioca
JleBy 3ax0TeioCch 3aBEPHYTHCS B CaBaH U TMOJI3TU Ha KJIaA0UIIIE.

— [-nma gero s ckazan? — BO3MyTHICS TOT. — O-0011Me yBiIeYeHUsl, UH-
Tepechl... Y-uero Takoro cnpocui-To?

Illen moprHy. 370Belias aypa paccesiiach.

— A, — KOPOTKO TIPOU3HEC OH, OTBEPHYJICS U TIPUHSLIICS CITyCKAThCSI.

— A?! — BosmyTtmiics Jles.

— IlpocTu, He TaK MOHSLI, — He obopadynBasich, oTo3Bajics 1lleH.

— Jla KaK TyT MOXHO OBbLJIO ITIOHSTH?! — IIpomoIKaji Bo3MyIatbes JIeB. —
S ax mpotpessen! O6s3aTenbHO Tak nmyraTh?! Jla emne B nmoasare!

— 41 yxe uzBuHMIICS!! — copBajics cropatoiuii co croia IleH.

JleB cxBaTmiics 3a cepalie.

Janplire ImyTh IPOAODKIIN B MOJTYaHUU.

U 3auem oHu Bce BMecTe B morpe6 ronepiaichk? Hyxxnao 66110 ey onHO-
My cxofauTh. Terneps BoT JIeB yxe mojiyaca He MOXET BbIOpaTh, UTO TAKOTO
MIPUXBATUTD IIOJ MBIIIKY (BEIb PYKH YK€ 3aHSThI).

[llen nepernsgHyics ¢ MyaHoM.

«MoXKeT, 0OCTaBUM €T0 TYT?» — C HalexXnoil mpenioxmt MedHuK. OH Bce
elle Jepxkaja B pykax OJIfoflo C MUPOTOM M BBINJISIZIE HEMHOTO MOTEPSIHHO.
3a ceronns llleH yXe HECKOJIbKO pa3 3acTaBaJl €T0 BPacILIOX, U HeJIb3s CKa-
3aTh, YT0 MyaH ObL1 TIpoTuB. OH ¢ MHTEpPECOM HAOJI0OAJ 3a HUM, HE TIpe-
CTaBJISIsl, YETO XKIATh.

«Jla, Tak OyzmeT Kyma mpoayKTuBHee», — cornacuics Lllen.

— CrapuHa JleB, MbI TOmOXIEM TeOsI HABEPXY, JIAAHO? — YTOYHMII CTa-
peiiHa nuka YepHoro jioroca.

B 06b1uHOI cuTyauum JleB 661 He 0OpamoBajcs MepCcrneKTUBE OCTaTh-
csl OIHOMY B TIOJiBaJIaX, HO B TAaHHBIA MOMEHT ObLI MOJHOCTbHIO TOTJIO-
IIEH BEIOOPOM, TTIO3TOMY TOJIBKO KMBHYJI M CKYIIO OOPOHMJI, YTO JTOTOHUT
Mo3xe.
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B ugaiinoit komHaTe MyaH IOCTaBUJI IIMPOT Ha CTOJIMK, IIPSIMO IO 1IBE-
TOK, CJIOBHO HaAesICh, YTO IO CEHBIO PO30BBIX OYTOHOB PO HETO 3a0yayT.
Ho Illen He npemat: OH CyHYJI YaifHUK B XKapOBHIO 1 BEPHYJICSI K CTOJTY C HO-
JKMKOM B pyKe. A MOTOM 3aCThIJI HaJl CTOJTMKOM M MyaHOM, HEJTOBKO B3Max-
HYB PYKOi1 I OKMIbIBas IIPOCTPAHCTBO MOTEPSIHHBIM B3IJISIIIOM.

— C 1HeM pOoXIeHMsI, — BHE3aITHO MPOU3HEC OH, CBEPXy BHU3 VIS
Ha MeyHMKa. — [IpocTH, g He TTOATOTOBMJI HUKAKOi ITOIapoK.

MyaH HMpoKo YIbIOHYJICS.

— Hert. — On npotsnyn pyky K Llleny, npeniaras caguTbes psSIaOM. —
Bech 3TOT meHBb THI CyeTUIILCS pagu MeHsI. MHe HpaBUTCS TO, YTO €CTh
ceiyac.

[IIen, yceBumch, 00JIOKOTUIICSI O CTOJIUK.

— Jla Hy, IJIyIIOCTh Kakasi, — He IIpoHuKcs oH. — [lomapka Her, mpa3m-
HUYHBIM YXXUH HEe TIPUTOTOBJICH, HU TOPTa, HU CyIa C IJMHHON JAIIIOoN,
B IoaBavie 3acei JIes, a rue-To mo 3aMKy oponuT Adl... Kaxercs, aToT mpasa-
HUK HE MOT OBbITh HEJlernee. ..

— ToI 3a0BIT YIOMSTHYTH BeTpedy ¢ OH3, — yiabIoaaca MyaH.

Ilen paccmesiacs, oco3HaBasl, UTO MEYAJIUThHCS U3-3a COOCTBEHHO He-
PacCTOPOIMHOCTH 110 MEHBIIIEH Mepe CMEIIHO.

Bona B yaiiHuKe 3aKuIiesia U cTaja BBUIMBAThCSI M3 HOCHUKA, C LIIUIICHU-
€M BBITEKasl Ha pacKajeHHbIe yIiau. MyaH MOTsHyJIcsa 3a HuM, a IlleH Hac-
TOPOXKEHHO Mpuciyianacsa. OH HEMHOTO BOJIHOBAJICS IPU Pa3roBope C MeU-
HUKOM, IT03TOMY He cpa3y o0paTuj BHUMaHHUE Ha CTPAHHYIO aypy, CJIOBHO
BOJIHAMU JOHOCSIIITYIOCSI CO CTOPOHBI 3aJibl [JTyOMHHOI ThMBI.

MrHoOBeHUE OH ellle CUIEN HETTOIBUKHO, a 3aTeM ITOACKOYMII M OpOCHII-
csl BIIEpe/I.

OH TaK CTpEMUTEIbHO HCYe3, YTO MyaH TakK 1 3aCThLI C YalTHUKOM, He T10-

HUMasl, YTO CTPSICIIOCD.

AHHUC MTHOBEHME TTIOMEIINIA, MBITAasICh COBIagaTh ¢ aMouusiMu. He tak
V2K IOJITO, TIPOCTO JIETKOE OeCITOKOMCTBO. Ha 3TOT pa3 Bce ImomyunTcs, 1 CKo-
po Puty BHOBB OyneT ¢ HUMU.

— AKTUBHMpYI ITle4ath, — IIPOM3HEC/IA OHA, IS TIPSIMO B Tita3a Ay, —
JHymaii Tonpko o Puty.
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ToT KMBHYJ U TIPUKPHLI INIa3a, cocpenoToumiics. CBeTsIuecs: JMHUN
MIPUHSIIA TOTYOOBATHIM OTTEHOK. AHHHC OIIYTHJIa MOPO3HYIO CBEXECTb.

«Bce nmer mpaBuiIbHO! — pamoOCTHO MOAyMaia OHa M TYT Xe obopBaa
cebsi: — He orBnexarbcs!»

XoJ1o11 CTAaHOBWJICS CUJIbHEE. AHHIC OTYasTHHO OTIaBajia CBOIO SHEPIUIO
reyaTu, aymasi ToJIbKo o Puty. Bonockhl crosiiero B LieHTpe AJa TpereTaiu
0e3 BeTpa, a Ha eTo JIMIIO JIETJIM XOJIOIHbIE TOIyOble TEHU.

— Ceituyac, — mpousHec AJl.

JIuHUM 3aCBETMIINCH ellle sipue, SHeprus 110 HUM ITOJIWIACH B LIEHTP, KOH-
LEHTPUUYSCKUMM KpyraMu MpUOIMKasich K mapHo. CBeT cTall TIOYTH HeCcTep-
MUMO SIPKUM.

AHHUC MOYYBCTBOBAJA, YTO CEiUac BCE CAYyUUTCS: JIMOO rnmosiButcst Pury,
JINOO MCYEe3HET AJl.

Ho B cnenyronumit MoMeHT AJl BbLIETEN 3a TIpeNesibl evaTu, a Ha ero Me-
CTO BcTasia (urypa B 0arpstHoM ofiestHUU. SIpKuii CBET cllenu ia3a. AJblit
Ka3aJICsl HACBILIEHHO-SIPKUM, OYITO CBeXast KpOBb. AHHUC MOpruysia. ®u-
rypa B LIGHTpe I1e4yaT uc4esa.

ITone 3penus 3arormn cBeT. llleH onryTHiI HEBECOMOCTh, Yepe3 MTHOBEHHE
1 BEUHOCTb €ro KOJIEHU yIapuJIKCh O aakuit moj. TsaHyias 60b B paiio-
HE cep/lia 3acTaBujla COTHYThCS M 3aKanuisIThess. OH MproKall pyKy K Tpyau,
NbITasICh IPUATH B ceOs.

[PazomoxkupoBana nokanust «ITuk CeBepHoif Topwl»! [TTaBHOMY Tepoio
Ieny nHauucaeno +100 6amios! I1pogomkaiite ctapatbes!|

Boxkpyr 66110 cBeT10. M mmycTo. OH BUIEN JIUIIb CBET/IbIA, NCIIeIPEHHBIN
JIMHUSIMU T10J1. BoJib B rpynu Obuia CTpaHHOM, BpoJie U He (PU3NUecKoii, U BMe-
CTe C TeM Ha CTEHKY Jie3Th XoTesIoch. IlleH HuKak He MOT TOJIKOM B3IOXHYTb.

KTo-T0 npuban3mics, 1oTpoHy/CS MPOXJIaaHON PyKOii 0 JTULA U BITUX-
HYJI B pOT KPYIVIYIO ITUJIIOJIO.

— Copelllb, — MPOU3HEC XKEHCKUI ToJI0C, — CTaHET IoJIerye.

[lleH BBITUTIOHYI €€ W ITOMHSLI B3IJISI.

— MeHs$1 yuriin He JOBEPSITh HE3HAKOMIIAM.

Tsnayiast 60y1b Ka3anach yxkKe He Takoil HeBbIHOCUMOit. C Hell maxe MoX-

HO OBbUIO ObI XXUTh.
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CIoBa, KaK BBIICHWIOCH, IIPeIHa3HAYaIMCh IIPEKPACHOM XKeHIIIMHE, YbU
JJTMHHbBIE TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI OTAABaIM CTPAHHBIM MEePJaMyTPOBBIM OTTEHKOM.
Ee onmexxnma crpymiach, CJIOBHO BOIA IO KOPKOIT BECEHHETO JIbIaA.

Cpenas riryookuit Bnox-Bbinox, Lllen mogHsuicst Ha Horu. B 3aie u B ca-
MOM JieJIe HUYeTo He ObUIO, a CBET IIPOHMKAJ CKBO3b MAaTOBO-JIBAUCTHIN I10-
TOJIOK.

Bce to Bpems, noka Illen ocMatpuBacs, KpacaBulia M3ydarollle paccMma-
TpUBaja ero.

— Jsimromkal

DTOT TOHKMIA, 3BOHKHUI TOJIOC MOT MPUHAIJIEKATh JTUIIb OMHOM 0co0e.
Illen moTpsiceHHO CMOTpeEJI, KaK K HeMy 4epe3 ITyCTOi 3al HeceTcst Pury.

[eBylika Bpe3ajach B HETO M 3akJjiouniia B o0bsTus, a [lleH mouyBcTBO-
BaJI, UTO ceiiuac paciiayeTcs: oT u30bITKa 4yBcTB. OHa xuBa! 2Kupa!

[BeimonHeHo croxkeTHOoe 3amaHue «Ilorcku Puty»! biaromapum rimasHo-
ro repos Illena 3a crapanus! +100 0ayJTOB 3a MOITBITKY T€POMUECKH CaMO-
youTthcd 3a maBHoro repost Ana! (Ho ato B mocieqHuii pas.)]|

OH ooHuMan Puty, Kaxercs, 4yTh CUJIbHEE HEOOXOIMMOTO.

— ToI XoTb npeAcTaBisienb, Kak s nepexxusain?! Tel mocTynuaa Tak 6e3-
paccynHo! — 6opMoTall OH, YTKHYBIIKCH B €€ MaKyIIIKY.

Kakoe-To BpeMsi OH MpOCTO CTOSIJI, HE B CUJIax €€ OTIMYCTUTh. Puty mo-
JIy3aaylIeHHO MUCKHYIA.

— IIpoctu. — Illen HakoHel pacuenui oobsaTusi. — Ho 4to npouso-
mto? I'me Mb1? — OH BHOBB ITOCMOTpPEIT Ha KpacaBuILy.

— BDT0 MecTo Tebe He3HAKOMO? — TO JIA CIIPOCHUJIA, TO JIM YIUBUIACH
Tta. — 910 CeBepHas ropa. Crona MHOTLIA IIPUXOIAT JIFOAK, 32 COBETOM WJIN
¢ mpocwOoii... He 3Haemn?

— 4 npITanack oThickaTh TeOs1 U Opatua Aja, a caydyaifHO oka3ajach
3neck! — monenuiach Puty. — Dta npekpacHasi Tocrnoxa MpuHsijia MeHsl,
HaKOpMMJIa 1 JaXe paccKasaya MHTepecHble ucropu. OHa ouyeHb IIpUBET-
JINBast.

Illen pactepsitHHO nepeBen B3MIsiA ¢ Puty Ha xkeHiuHy. [ToueMy reuats,
HaiijieHHas1 B IeceHHUKe ATMUHA 1 akTUBUpoBaHHasi Puty, nmpusena ciona?
3JT1o 13-3a cbod B ee padbore? Mim, Bo3MOKXHO, HA00OPOT: BCe cpaboTaio
MpaBUJIbHO, HECMOTPS Ha romexu?
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KeHimHa Moya cMoTpesia Ha HEro.

— Ioromute... — Mpicnu IlleHa XoTh M He JeTaau MIPOBOPHO, COUTHIE
BCEM IIPOM3OLICAIINM, HO BCe Xe ABurainuch. — CeBepHasi ropa... 2KeHIm-
Ha, UCIIOJIHSIONIAS JIIOACKKE MPOChObI... Bl — Bo3Hecimasica?

Ta monro m3ydvalrole CMOTpeia Ha HETO, a 3aTeM OTBeJIa B3IJISII, TUXO
(bpIpKHYB.

— BoT uro, — c10BHO IIPUHSB HEKOE pellicHKe, IIpor3Hecia oHa. — S mam
Tebe BO3MOXHOCTb BbIOpaTh CBOIO cynbOy. [lomymait ycepaHo Ham OTBETOM
Ha MO CJIEAYIOIINIA BOIIPOC, BeAb OT HEro OyAeT 3aBUCETh Oyayliiee Bcex Hac.

IleH ouryTa JeTKyio H0Caay: HY HE MOIJIO BCe OBITh JIETKO U yIA4yHO!
DTa Jocama rmepepocia B pacTepssHHOE HeaoyMeHMe, Korna Bo3Hecmasics
3ajaja CBOi BOIpPOC:

— Xouelllb JIX Thl pa30pBaTh CBSI3b, UTO COEAMHSIET TBOIO XXU3Hb C XK13-
HbIO IPYTOro yejgoBeka?
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