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—— [AABA 27.7 —[

Tbl MPOCTO AVKWIA NCTTYFAHHBIA 3BEPEK

[Ilen nocmoTpen B HEOO, BCE e1Ie 3aTSIHYTOE HU3KUMM OCJIBIMHU TYy4aMU.
B Bo3nyxe naxyio npubauxatouieiics rpo3oi. Crapeiimunaa nuka Cna-
BBl C MEUOM B PYKE HA010/1aJT 32 TPEHUPOBKOI CBOMX JIYUIIIMX YUYEHUKOB.
MHorna oH 1mmyckajl 3TOT M€Y B X0, YTOObI YCJIOXKHUTb yYallUMCs 3a-
aauy.

[llen mgoen Ha MPOMCXOOMIIEE CO CTOPOHBI, OXKMAAd, Korma MyaH 31ech
3akoHYMT. He TO 4TOOBI OH Kyaa-TO CUJIBHO TOPOIIMIICS, HO C MOMEHTA UX
pa3roBopa IMPOIIJIO YKE OKOIO0 Tpex yacos, u llleH cipaBemwinBo mmpearo-
Jara, yto MyaH HaMepeHHO TSHET Bpemsi. CoxpaHsTh 071aroaynune Obuio
JIOBOJIbHO HEMPOCTO, TIOTOMY YTO CTOMJIO €MY YBUJIETh CTAPEUILIMHY ITUKA
CnaBbl, KaK OH BCIOMHMJI BCIO UCTOPUIO C BEpeBKaMu MepTBela. M 3ta
HUCTOPUSI 300pOBO ero paszapaxana. Ho donbiie Bcero pasgpazkana coo-
CTBE€HHAd HEYBEPEHHOCTh B TOM, 4TO MyaH COBpas emy.

Ha camom nene, oH mpuayMan JOBOJIBHO IMIPOCTOI COco0 yOeIUuThCS
B mpaBauBoOCTH ero cioB. Illlen ocmorpencs. OH cTOsiT y Kpasi BHYTPEH-
HEro ABOpPA PSAIOM C MBIITHON KIym00ii. Kinymba, BUnmuMo, Toxe Oblia
3JIEMEHTOM TPEHUPOBKU, TAK KAK COCTOAIA U3 OCTPHIX KAMHEA U JUKUX
po3.

HenaBsi3uuBo nmonoiiast uyyth oamke, LIeH cxxan po30Bblid CTEOEIb
1 OTOPBaJ caMblii 6osbin0ii 0yToH. I10 1anoHu noTeksia anast Kposb. B ero
CHUJIaX OBIJIO C MTOMOIIBIO IYXOBHOM 9HEPTUHM HE IATh IIIUMAM YKOJIOTh Ce04,
HO OH HAMEPEHHO 3TOro He caenan. M HamepeHHo cxXan cTeO0eab UMEHHO
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npaBoii pykoi. Toi ke pykoid MyaH nepxall ceiyac CBOi MpOCaIaBICHHbIM
Med.

Hu Ha MrHOBEHME HE pa3kumad nanblies, llleH mogHec IBETOK K JIUILY
Y BIOXHYJ IIPUTOPHBIA apoMar. MyaH, 3a KOTOPBIM OH BCE 3TO BPEMS
CIICANII B3MISIA0OM, HE MU3MEHUJICS HM B JIMLIC, HU B I03€, HE IPOTHYJI PYKOI
1 He 00epHyJIicsi. AOCOTIOTHO HUKAK HE MTPOSIBUJI TOTO, YTO YTO-TO ITOYYB-
CTBOBAJI.

Illexn Opocuil LBETOK HA 3€MJIK0, HEOXKUAAHHO ITIOYYBCTBOBAB pa3oya-
poBaHue. Ha yTto oH BooOLIE paccunThiBan? KoHeuHO, BCe 3TO MPOCTO
[JIYIIOCTh. XOPOIIIO, YTO BCE ATO MPOCTO DIyrocTh. OmHako 3aueM MyaHy
MIBITATHCA YOEIUTD €10 B 00paTHOM?

«Ecau ympelib Tbl — YMPY U si».

Heyxenu Bce 210 Ob1710 pagu Toro, 4toOs! LlleHn He 4yyBCTBOBAI OT HETO
yrpo3bl? IlepecTtait OBITh HACTOPOXE U OTKPBUICS?

He Tak y>x HEBEpOATHO, HO CAUIIKOM XUTPO 1A MyaHa. Heyxenu 310
naBHO nponyman lInan?

IlleH AM3HYA CBOIO JIANOHb, CTUPAsi KpOBb. Er0 MBIC/IM METANUCh, U OH
yKe Hu4ero He moHumMan. OH J0Iro Q[ymMaa O TOM ITONCIYIIaHHOM pPa3ro-
Bope ero Opara u Myana. HaBepHO€, OTBET BCE K€ JIexKal Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH,
MPOCTO €My OYEHb HE XOTEI0Ch B 3TO BepUTh. He X0Tenoch nMpu3HaBarh,
YTO HET HUKOTO, KOMY Obl OH MOT JOBEPSTh.

Hacrpoenue crapeiimunbl [TpoKasITOrO MrMka BKOHE! UCITOPTUIOCD.
CIOBHO BTOPSI €T0 XMYPBIM MBICTISIM, HAYaJI HAKPATIBIBATh MEJIKUI TOXKIIb.
OrpomHbIM ycunuem Boau IlleH oTka3ancst OT xkKenaHusl IVIIOHYTh HA BCE
U VAETETh NMPOYb. BMECTO 3TOr0 OH NMPOAOJKHUI TEPHOEAUBO CTOATh
BO IBOpE.

Ewe uepe3 yvac MyaH HakKOHell COM3BOJIMUI 3AKOHYUTh TPEHUPOBKY.
Bruirisinen oH mpu 3TOM Tak XKe CBEXO, KakK U 10 ee Havyana. B otnuuune
ot IlleHa, HAaCTPOEHMUE KOTOPOIO OMYCTUIOCH B IJIYOOKUIA MUHYC BME-
CTE C TeMIIEpaTypoii okpyxatouieit cpennl. Ctapeiimmia nuka YepHo-
ro JIOTOCA aKKJIMMATU3UPOBAJCS U BHIIISIACT YyTh CUPEHEBATO OT XO-
Jona.

— To1 3akoHYMN? — YTOYHWI OH y MyaHa.

— Ilpaktuuecku. Elne ocTaauch Koe-Kakue OyMaxKHBIC JIeTIa.
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[Tomuaca Ha3an OH Obl, HABEPHOE, B30PBAJICS OT 3JI0CTU, HO TEIEPD YKE
MpeObIBAI B CTAAUN METAHXOIUMYHOM OTpeIIeHHOCTU. B 3TOM cocTosHIU
OH MOT XIaTh €T0 Ha 3TOM MECTE YacaMu.

— Bor kak? JlanHo. MHe nonoXnath 31eCh’

Myan nnocmotpen Ha Illena, cnerka npuinypuBimuck. OH U B caMOM
JIeJIe HAMEPEBAJICS BbIBECTU X03sa1MHaA [IpokasgaToro nmuka u3 cedsi, 4ToObl
TOT HAKOHEL CO3HAJICS, 3a4e€M Ha caMoM jieiie siBuicst. Ilogo6HoTro Teprie-
HUSI, IPU3HATLCS, OH HUKAK HE oxunan. Heyxenu llleH neiicTBUTENBHO
ckaszaj npasay? MyaHy CTajlo Aaxe CJIErkKa COBECTHO.

— Xopomio, ¢ bymMaxxHO# paboToif s pa3depych MO3XKe, — B3IOXHYB,
pewn oH. — Maem.

IMopasmeicnuB, IlleH 10BOMBHO OBICTPO OTPEAEINII, YTO €CJIM TIE U OBITh
TPYIy, TAK TOJIBKO HA MUKE MPOCIABICHHBIX LEJUTEICH. BCckope oHM
CO cTaperinnHoi MyaHOM yxXe CTOSUIM B KAOMHETE JOKTOpa 3ara.

— Bbl ocMarpuBanu Ten0 youToi, crapeiimmuHa? — 0€3 npeauciaoBuii
cnpocu LleH.

— $1 moranmpIBajcs, YTO BCKOPE Te€0s YBUIKY, — B3IOXHYI TOT.

— 3TO0 BBl OOBSBUIM BCEM, UTO €€ yorutu? Bel yBepeHBI B 9TOM?

— bonee yem. X0Ts BHEIIHUX MOBPEXKACHUM 51 HE HALLIE, BCE TTPU3HA-
KU YKa3bIBAKOT HA HEKOE OTpaBjiecHue. Ee sA3bIK pasnyscs, NepeKpbiB rop-
TaHb, U HECYACTHAS 3aA0XHyaach. [IpaBna, Kakoit UMEHHO UCIIOIb30BAJI-
Cs S, s1 TIOKA HE ONpPEHeINIL.

— Ime ee ooHapyxmmn?

— Ha oboumnne goporu, Beayuieit kK o0mexuTuio nuka CupeHeBoro
paccseta. Teno Hamia crapeitmmnia Jletuc JIuc nepen paccBeToM, IO3TO-
My OT YYaIIUXCsd MOKA yIAJI0Ch BCE CKPBITh. HO IOITO MBI HE CMOXEM
JIepXKaTh ITOJI00HOE B TaliHE.

— Ara, — npo6opmoran IlleH, — 0COGEeHHO MOCaE BTOPOM CMEPTH.

— Bropoii cMepTu? — B3BOTHOBAHHO MEPECIPOCUIT JOKTOP 3ar.

— Moe npenmnonoxenue. [loueMy-T10 MHE KaxKeTCs, YTO 3TO HE I10-
CJEIHSIS CMEPTh.

— IloocTopoxkHee co c1oBaMU, cTapeiinnHal — BO3MYIIIEHHO BOC-
KIMKHYI 3ar. — Kak BBl MOXKETE CTOJIb CITOKOMHO IpeaBeIaTh monooHoe?!
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I1IeH OTBEPHY/CS OT HETO, HE XKEJ1asl BCTYNATh B ITOJIEMUKY.

— CrapeiimuHza Jletuc JIuc Hauuia ee mepen pacCBeToM? — I0CIIE
HEIOJITOr0 MOTYAHUS MEPECIIPOCUIT OH. — YTO Ke OHA TaM Je1aj1a B TAKy10
paHb’?

— Cyng no Bcemy, yCTpauBajia yTPEHHIOW MPOOEXKKY, — MOXKaJl Iie-
yaMHM JJOKTOp 3ar.

ITIeH mepeBen B3MISAA HA MOTYAJIMBO CTOSAIIETO y 1Bepu MyaHa.

— JlyMaro, Mbl CIpOCUM ITOAPOOHOCTH y caMmoii Jletuc Jluc, — permn
OH, MOKJIOHWICS CTapeilHe 3ary U HarpaBUWICS K BbIXOZY.

— Illen! — oKIUKHYI DIOKTOP, KOIA OH YK€ BEIXOMWII BCIeA 32 MyaHOM.

Xo3stmH [1poKIITOoro MMKa 3acThlI B IBEPSIX U O0EPHYIICH.

— Tebe He Mewano Obl MOCETUTh MEHS MO3Xe 110 00Jiee TUIHOMY BO-
rnpocy. Thl HA CAMOM JIE/I€ HE CIIMIIKOM XOPOILLIO BBIVISAUIID.

[IleH mo4yyBCTBOBAJ, KAK KPOBb CJIErka NMPpUJIKJA K IIeKaM, OYATO €ro
VJIMYUIU B YEM-TO MPOTUBO3AKOHHOM.

— Bamu onaceHus: 6eCriOYBEHHbI, CTAPEHILIMHA.

3ar npoBOAMJI €r0 YIAISIIOLIYIOCS CIIMHY CKENTUYECKUM B3IJISIIOM.

[ToroBopuTts co cTapeiimmHoi Jletuc JInc okazanock HE CTONb IIPOCTO, KAK
xoTenoch Obl. HarpeHuposasiuii reprnieHne Ha Myane, LIeH BeIIsAnen
Mo-TnpexHeMy prIocoPCKM OTPEIIEHHBIM, 3aTO cTapeiiiHa muka Cliashbl,
yKe DoJiee yaca OXXMIAIUINUi «ayTMeHIIMI» 1011 IBEpbMU KabuHeTa Jletuc
JIyc, HEPBHO XOOWII U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY U MOTHUPAl PyKH, TOTOBBIE YIa-
BUTb JIDOOI0, KTO HEOCTOPOXKHO OKAXKETCSI B 30HE JOCTYITHOCTH.

— Kaxk TbI MOXeIIb COXpaHATh TAKOE CIIOKOMCTBUE? — HE BBIACPXKAT
MyaHn, misang Ha crosmero nomie okHa Illena.

ToTt nepeBen Ha HETO CKYYarOIIUA B3TJISI.

— Pa3se oT moeii 6onee OypHOI peakMK YTO-TO U3MEHUTCS ?

— Her, HO...

— 4 yXe npuBBIK K MOAO00HOMY OTHOIIEHMIO. JII0AM HAMEPEHHO IbI-
TAlOTCS BEIBECTH MEHS M3 Ce0s1 MJIM MOKA3bIBAIOT CBOE MPEHEOPEKEHHUE.
CUIIKOM MO-AETCKU MOAAABATHCSI HA MOI00OHbBIE MIPOBOKALIMH.

MyaH, KOTOpBI# caM HEAABHO MBITAJICS TMTPOBEPHYTH C HUM TAKYIO XE
MIPOBOKAILIMIO, CMYIIICHHO OTBEPHYCS.
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B xopunop Bblia yaeHUa nuka CUpeHeBOro paccBera.

— CrapetimuHa Jletuc JIuc oxxumaeT Bac, — OObSBUIIA OHA.

— Haxkonen-to! — BockIuKHyT MyaH 1 IIEpBLIM PUHYJICS B KAOMHET.

IlleH He crienia nmocaeaoBaa 3a HUM.

Kpacasuia rmasa nuka CupeHeBOro paccBera, ofeTas B J0pOroe ria-
Th€ APKOTO (PHUOJETOBOIO LIBETA, CU/IEIA 38 BBICOKMM MUChbMEHHBIM CTOJIOM,
Korna Boiuu crapeiiiinHbl, OHA HE BCTAJIA UX MOMPUBETCTBOBATD, A JIUIIb
MOIHSIA B3MISLI OT CBUTKA, JIEXKAIIETO IEPEN HEId.

— Bce urpaete B nerektuna, crapeiiuia IllleH? — MpoHUYHO Cripo-
CHJIa OHA.

— Ilpuxonutcs, pa3 yX OOJIbIIIE HEKOMY.

— M 49TO K€ IOHOMY CBILIMKY HY>KHO OT MEHS?

«He TakoMy yX 1 10HOMy», — ciierka cmytuics Llen. Beayx xe nipo-
U3HEC:

— 4 cablan, 4TO UMEHHO Bbl HALLJIM TPYI YYE€HMLbI. PacckaxuTe,
KaK 3TO MPOMU30LLLIO.

JleTuc JIuc noxana U3sIIHBIMUY TUICYMKAMH.

— Hwuyero ocobenHoro. f 3aHMMAanack YTPEHHUMH VIIPAXKHEHUSIMH,
KOTZIa YBUIEIA YTO-TO jJexaiiee y noporu. CHavana g maxe pelmia, 94To
3TO MPOCTO BOPOX ONEXKABI, HO, TIPUTTISAEBIIMCH, Y3Hama OenHyo Hany!
D10 yxkacHo. KTo Mor coBepiuth nogpooHoe? — Crpocujia OHa U B YIop
nocmortpena Ha [leHa.

— Y Bac eCcTh NpeanoaoXeHUsI, KTO 3TO MOT CAENaTb? — NEJI0BUTO
cnpocu MyaH.

— EcTb onHoO.

— A xpome 3Toro? — HamnpspkeHHO ImpousHec LleH.

— 4 maxe He 3agymMbIBaniach 0 mogooHoM! OTBeT oueBuIeH!

IIeH cronkHyncd ¢ HEw B3MIAOM. [IpoCcTpaHCTBO MEX Iy HUMU YyTh JIU
HE MOJIHUS TIPOYEPTHIIA.

— Cnacu0o 3a yae/leHHOe BpeMsi, — He OTBOJI IJ1a3, IPOU3HEC XO351-
uH [Ipoxnaroro nuka.

— Ecnu 6oru Te0st He oKaparoT, 3TO CAEJIALO S1.

— TIpuUATHO MOTOBOPUTH C YETTOBEKOM, KOTOPBI HE CKPBIBAET CBOETO
MHEHUS, — KpUBO ycMmexHyncs 1llen u Boilen u3 kabuHeTa.
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— Thl HEe TOBOPMII, UTO TEOS NTONO3PEBAIOT B €€ YOUICTBE, — 3aMETUI
MyaH, 1OTHaB €T0 YK€ B KOPUIOpE.

— MeHsa ogo3peBalOT BO BCEX 3MONCIHMAX, IIPOUCXOMAIINX B PaIy-
yce cta KujioMeTpoB. K yemy Kaxkablii pa3 moBTOPSATb OYEBUIHOE?

— Ilen. — MyaH NOTSHY/ €ro 3a JOKOTb, 3aCTaBJIssl OCTAHOBUTbLCS
u 06epHyThcsi. — [Touemy Jletuc JIuc cTonb yBepeHHO 3asiBisiia O TBOCH
MPUYACTHOCTH?

IlleHn cmoTpen Ha OETOCHEKHBIE BOJIOCKHI CTapeilnuHbl nuka CiaBbl.
Kaxkoii-T0 3BOHOYEK HACTOMYMBO 3BsIKAJI BHYTPU €TI0 NYyCTOM YEPEIMHOM
KOpOoOKU. KaxKeTcs, 3TOT 3BOHOUYEK 3a0MJICd O BHYTPEHHIOK CTOPOHY
yepemna.

«Jla Hy HeT, Hy HE MOXET OBITh!» — JIMIIb CJIETKa PacCTPOMBIINCH,
noayman Illen.

|[HekoTopbie COOBITUSI TPOUCXOAST B YTOIY CIOXKETY, — OTO3BaJaCh
Cucrema. — B HoOBeJIE MOABL30BATES HOMEP OIMH MPOMUCAHO, UYTO BCE
nocuutatot lllena youiineii|.

«MyaH Mor 0bl mocuuTaTh youiiueil Toro Illena! Ho Benb HE MeHsI.
He mociie Bcero, 4To Mbl BMECTE MEPEXKUINU. Pa3Be OH HE MOHS, YTO
s HECTIOCOOEH COBEPIIUTH ITOT00HO0E ?»

Bamsn Llena, Bce eie HampaBiaeHHBIM HA cTapeiinnHy nuka CaBsbl,
repecTan ObITh PACTEPSIHHBIM M HATTIOJTHUJICS XOJIOAHOM SIPOCTBIO.

— Xouelb, 4YTOObI 51 MPEAbABUI HEOCIOPUMBbIE JOKA3ATECAbCTBA?
A He Oymy 3TOroO mexarb. B 3ToM HET HUKAKOTO CMBICTIA.

— O uem ThHI?

— Moxen He BepUTh MHE Ha ¢lTOBO. A TeOe Toxe He BEpIo. beccMbic-
JICHHO TIPOIOJIKATEL IIPUTBOPATHCA.

— Jla 0 yem Tb1? — onewua MyaH.

— 000 Bcem. — llen moxan mueyamu, 0yaro MyaH cripocuit ouepen-
HY10 OYEBUIHYIO TJIYIIOCTh. — BCe 3T0 J10XXb HACYET UCTOYHUKOB. [1ymibie
cka3ku. [MIuan ckazan Tede 310 caenarb? Bol 3TOT ru1aH 7aBHO COCTaBUIN?
Kak TOJIbKO y3HaJIM O MOE NIEMOHUYECKOM TpaHCchopMauuu? OuyeHb
XUTPO, U CECTPULIA TBOSI XOpO110 urpana. CToJIbKO CTapaHUid U3-3a TAKO-
ro Npe3peHHOro yenoBeka. — LlleH nepesen B3MILn HA 1aa0Hb CBOEH
IpPaBOM PYKU, IO€ MOBEPX YEPHOM YETHIPHAALATUKOHEYHOM 3BE3IbI
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3aIleKJIMCh CBeXUe mpambl. — TouHee, Bce u3-3a [TyOouHHOI ThbMBI. TOb-
KO €€ CYILIECTBOBAHME BCE €Il yOeperaeT MEHs OT CMEPTH.

— To1 BoOOIIIE B cBOEM yMe?! — B3opBayicss MyaH.

— XBarurt. Jlaxe eciiv s bITal0Ch AEJIaTh XOPOLUME BELIM, BCEJICHHAsS
BBICTPAMBAET MOCIIEICTBUS TTPOTUB MeHs. IToyeMy s Tak JOJATO HE MOT
3TOrO MPUHSTD, a7 — APOCTHBIN TOH nporai, [llen 3akoH4YMII, 3a1yMYNBO
MPUJIOKUB MAJIELl K YTOJKY TY0.

MyaH HanpsLKeHHO CMOTpeNl Ha ycnokousiierocs: LleHa, Bciyx pas-
MBILLISIOIIETO 0 YEM-TO 34 MpeaeaaMuy ero noHuManust. OH Tak U He I10-
HSJI, ¢ Y€TO Havanach 9Ta BCObImKa. OH BCErO-TO XOTENI YTOYHUTEL HEKO-
TOpBIE IETAJIH, JaXKe He IyMas HU B YeM €T0 OOBHUHSITD.

— Jla, TouHo, — LlleH pa3BepHYICA, YBICYEHHBI HOBOM MBICIIBIO,
M HAIIPABUJICS MPOYb. — A XWTh-TO, HABEPHOE, CTaHET npouie. U yero
s TaK CUJILHO TIepeKUBai’..

— Ien!

«4l Tak ycram», — B3OOXHYJI OH, oOpamasich K CucreMme.

|ZKenaeTe MCIoabp30BaTh «posib B KycTax HoMep 197»7?]

«A MmoxxHO?» — mmopasucs llen.

| Koreurno. D10 Ke CloKeTHas apka].

«ZKeJraro MCrosb30BaTh BCE, YTO TOJABKO MOXHO», — cornacuiics LleH.

He ycnen OH BOWTU B CACAYIOIIYIO MPOCTOPHYIO 3aly PE3UACHLIUMN
x03siky muka CUpPEHEBOro pacCBETa, KaK YBUIE CUISIIYIO HA KOJICHSIX
TTOUIE HU3KOTO CTOJIMKA IEBYIIKY. Ee mambIbl HesKHO Iepe0npati CTpyHBI
U3SIIIHOM uUTphlL. [10 moMeleHno pa3nuBanachk Kpacusast Menoaus. lllen
OCTAHOBUJICI B MPOXO/E, HAOMIOMAA 32 €€ BUPTYO3HOM UTPOTA.

C3amu HA HETO YyTh HE HayeTea MyaH.

— TbI yero 3acTbiji? — HE MOHS OH.

— Tc-c! — BosmyenHo 3amunen HleH. — Kak Tl MOXeIIb TepeKphI-
BaThb MOAOOHYIO MEJTOINIO CBOUM IPyOBIM rOJI0COM?

— Kaky1o emie menonuto? Thl BKOHEL[ ONTOJIOYMEn?

Illen ynuBIeHHO MEpEBEN B3I HA NeBYIIKY. ToMbKO ceifgac OH 00-
paTUJl BHUMAHUE, YTO OHA YyTh IIPOCBEUYMBAETCS B CBETE JHEBHBIX JIyUeid.

O6epHyBIIMCH K MyaHy, OH BCE-TaKU YTOUYHWIT:

— B »T0If KOMHATE HUKOTO HET?
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MyaH Ha IIOJIHOM CEPbE3E €1LIE pa3 00BEJI IIOMELLEHUE BHUMATEIbHbIM
B3rsinoM. Kazanock, HAIKUCH 30€Ch XOTSI ObI TApaKaH — OH OBUT OBI YIOB-
netBopeH. Ho Hukoro He 0b110. [1o3TOMY OH IIPMIIOKHUI TadOHb KO JIOY
xo3siuHa [Ipokngaroro nuka.

ToT TyT ke cOM ee, BO3MYILIEHHO OTIIPBITHYB B CTOPOHY. PemnB 601b-
1IIe HE OTBJIEKATHCSI HA OECIIOIE3HBIX TOMOIITHMKOB, OH TTOAOIIE K JIEBYIII-
Ke, TIOKa Ta HE UCUEe3a.

«Kaxkoii-To cTpaHHblii postib, Cuctema. OHa UTpaeT Ha LIUTPE. XOPOLLO.
Yro nanpiie?»

— DI, — BCIYX II03BaJI OH, — KTO TeOs1 your?

Menonust ooopBanachk. [leByliKa B HOCIEIHUM pa3 IIpoBea IalbliaMU
110 UMTpPE, a 3aTeM noaHsna B3misa Ha Lllena. Ee orpoMHbie r1a3a Hanoo-
HUJIKUCH KPOBbIO. B ciaeaylommii MUr mpu3pak Tak CUJIbHO 3aKpU4ajl, 4YTo
3aTpsacIuCh cTeKia B OKHax, a llleny mpuiiocs 3aKpbITh VIITN JTaJOHAMMU.
JleByIirka pe3Ko pBaHyJIa BIepe, NPsAMO HA 3aKJITUMHATEINS, yIapWiach B €ro
I'Pydb, IIPOHU3bIBASI HACKBO3b, U Mcue3ia. LlleH 00epHycs, ¢ TpyaoM
Jeaast ouepenHoi Baox. JleBylkyu Hurae He 0b110. OCMOTPEBLIUCH I10 CTO-
pOHAaM, OH 3aMETUJI BCE €IIE JIeKAIIyl0 Ha crone uuTtpy. OH cmenan miar
K HEH, TIOTSHYIICS PYKOit, HO B TO XK€ MTHOBEHME MHCTPYMEHT PACTBOPUII-
Csl B BO3IYXEC.

«I'me-To 51 yxe BUAE MOJI00HOE».

— IIleH, Tbl MEHS TIyTacllb, — UCKPEHHE TPOKOMMEHTHUPOBAJT IIPOUC-
xomsuiee MyaH.

OH He BUaEa pU3paka, Io3TOMY IIPOUCXOASILIEE Ka3aJ10Ch EMY Kpaii-
HE CTPAHHBIM.

Illexn 6pocui HA HETO ellle OOUH THEBHBIM B3IJISI.

— Kaxercd, g nenaio ycrexu! — capKaCTUYHO IMTPOKOMMEHTUPOBAI
OH. — YXe Iyrao He TOJIbKO YYCHUKOB M BCIKUX PAa3HBIX CTAPCHINNH,
HO JaXe CUJIbHeiero BouHa opaeHa PP!

— MeHs TBOE MOBEICHUE MYTaeT.

Illen moy4a cMOTpEa Ha HETO.

— Hy pa3 TbI TakoIi yIrMBbIiA, OTIIpaBIIsiiica Ha cBOM UK CrnaBbl, —
MOCJIE HEOOJBLIOIO Pa3MbILIIJIEHUY ONpeacau oH. — Kak-Hubyab 0€3
TBOETO YYACTUS CIIPABIIOCH.
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— JlagHO, — JIErKO comacuics MyaH, OyATO TOJIBbKO M XKIaJl 3TOr0
TIpeIIOXKEeHMsI. — TOJIBKO g OBbI XOTEJI CHAYAIa OTBETUTD.

[IIen BOmpOCUTEIBHO CMOTPEN HA HETO.

— Hacuer TBOMX 00BMHEHMI OTBETUTh. Moero «BpaHbst». — OH caenan
war K [lleny v Briwicd B Hero miazamu. — A tedbe Hukoraa He nran. M naxke
ecli Te0e CTPaIIHO MPU3HATh MPaBy, HE CTOUT MEPEBOPAYUBATH BCE C HOT
HA FOJIOBY U NMPATATHCS CPEIU UIITIO3UIA, B KOTOPBIX TeOE yno0HO. Thl cam
HE ITOJIYyCKaelllb K cebe JIIoAeH U caM aenaelib BCeM BOKPYT 001bHO. Thl
CJIOBHO UKW UCITYTAHHBIU 3BEPEK, KOTOPHIM KYCAET BCEX, KTO IILITAETCS
K HeMy npuOnMmu3uThesa. M 3Haems yTo? HUKTO He OyIEeT MBITAThCS IIPU-
OMM3UTHCA K TeOE BEUHO.

CkazaB 510, MyaH pa3BepHYJICS U BBILIEI B OKHO, IIOTOMY YTO MPOXOI
B KOpUIOP 3aropaxusai onemusiuit [leH.
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—— [naBA 24 —[

My3bIKA X MbICAEW

Mpeicau Lllena, HaOyero mo MOCTy K MUKy YUepHOro j10ToCca, BCE EIIE
NnpedbIBAIM B CMATEHUM, 3aTO OH BCIIOMHMJI, TJIE K€ BUJIEN TY U3SIIHYIO
LUATDY.

«CucreMma, a Thl, CIy4aiiHO, HE MOXEIIb BOCIIPOM3BOOUTh B 3AUCU
CJ10BA JIIOAEH ?»

| Koneuno mory. f ke Bce 3anumceiBao|.

Illen, mpu3HaATHCS, CIIPALIMBaI 0€3 0CO00I HAMEKIBI.

«Torga moBTOpPM MHE NocaeaHue ciosa Myana!»

[«K Tebe BeuHO» ]|, — TYT ke yCayKauBo oTo3Banach Cucrema.

«YT10?» — He nonsin Ilen.

[I[Tocnemxme Tpu cmoBa MyaHa. «K Tebe BeaHO» .

«He Hacroapko nociennue, Cucrema! Ero Bcio mociaenHow peds mo-
BTOpU. KaxeTcs, g €€ OT YIUBICHUS MaTOCThb 3a0bUT».

CucrteMa moBTOpUJIA €EMY BCE CI0BO B CIIOBO. A 3aTeM ele pas. U eie.

B ueTBepThIit pa3 OHA cTana MOBTOPATH 3aIIMCAHHEIE CJIOBA O€3 ITPOCh-
onl Lllena. Tot nipepBai ee Ha MOJIYCI0BE MOTYPUTOPUUYECKUM 3aMECUaHUEM:
«[ToBeputb HEe MOTY, YTO MyaH U3BICHUIICS TAKUMHU CJIIOKHBIMU TTPEIIO-
xeHussMu, Het, 3T0 onpeneneHHo HE COHTAaHHAs pevb. YacTh Mpo JUKO-
IO 3BEPHKA OH, ITOXOXKE, 00MYMAJI 3apaHee U, BO3MOXKHO, YK€ JaBHO».

JIMKuii 3BEpEK.

B xaxoii-to crennenu lllen mor ¢ 3tTuM comacutbea. OH BOOOIIE CUM-
TaJl CAMOKPUTUYHOCTB CBOEH CUJIBHOM CTOPOHOMA.
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JIMKMiA 3BEpEK.

Ero 6omnpie pasgpaxano, 4yTo MyaH Tak ImyOOKO KOITHYIIL.

JIKMii 3BEpEK.

Her, Bce xxe 310 Henpasaa. Pa3se oH He genain Bce, YTOObI ObITh Omke
K moasim? YTo OH TaKOro permnTeabHO CAEIal HE TaK, YTOObI 3aCIIyKUTh
Moa0OHbIE OOBUHEHUS ?

«CucreMa, 1 — IMKUI1 3BepeK?»

| Bame co3HaHMe 3aHMMAET TEI0 YeI0BEKA, OECCMEPTHOrO 3aKJIMHATE -
Jis1, miaBbl uKa YepHoro noroca llena. HackoabKo MHE M3BECTHO, B IPO-
IO SKM3HU BBl TOXKE OBUTH YETOBEKOM].

Hckpennee HemoHuMaHue CHUCTEMBI €10 paCCMEIIIIIO.

«/la, TeI IpaBa», — yAbIOASIChH, TTOAYMAJI OH.

IIpoxons mo mioimagd K BOpOTaM 4epHOTO 3aMka, Lllen 3amerun
HEMOAaJeKy OT BXOJa SIPKO-PO30BBIM MPEAMET, KOTOPOTO paHee 3/1eCh
He Obu10. TTomoias OMXKe, OH TIPU3HAJ B HEM MbBUIO PYYHOU pabOTHI
B (popMe LIBETKA.

— KT0-T0 HAMEKAET, UTO OT MEHS AYPHO MAXHET? — NPUIIOAHSIB OPOBb,
BCJIYX IIPOM3HEC OH, OIVISIABIBASICH IO CTOpOHAM. — CIIUIIIKOM II0-IeTCKU
KaK-To.

XMBIKHYB, OH BOLIEJT B 3aMOK, TOTYAC BBIKMHYB «I10AAPOK» U3 CBOMX
Mbicseii. Kyna 0osblie ero 3aHuMana u3siiuHas 1uTpa, KOTOpYIo OH CO-
BEPIIEHHO TOYHO BUJIEJT B CBOMX 3aKPOMAX, KOTJIa OT HEUETO AEIaTh U3yvasl
noaBaibl. OH Jaxe NPUIOMHWII, Kyla HY>XKHO UATU. TaM ObL1a Takas
HeOOJIbIIASI KOMHATA, 3aCTABJIEHHAs PAa3HbIMU MY3bIKAJIbHBIMU UHCTPY-
MEHTAMU.

CnycTuBLIUCH B oaBaibl, IleH 3axer TaJlucMaH U 0€301IMO0YHO
nobpacs 10 HyxKHOI aBepu. Ta Oblia caerka mMpuOTKPbLITa, HO OH HE MOT
TOYHO CKAa3aTh, 3aMUPaJl JIX €¢.

BuyTpu no-npexHeMy Ob1J10 Cyx0 U nblibHO. [IleH npomuencs MumMo
CTEJUIAXEH, U3ydast HaXOOSAIIMECs HA HUX MY3bIKAJIbHbIE UHCTPYMEHTHI.
OH HE MOMHWJ, TAC TOYHO J€Xanaa LUTPa, HO IblIb 0KA3aJ1aCh €My
Ha pyky. Ha onHOIl M3 MOJ0K OH YBUAE IPKOE, HE IMMOKPHITOE CI0EM
bt NaTHO. PopMa ero ObLIa NPOJOJATrOBaTasl, Kak pa3 Mnoja pa3Mmep
yexJia IJisl IIATPHI.
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IlleHy HUKOIIA AaXe B TOJOBY HE NMPUXOIWIO 3alIMpPaTh CBOM 3aMOK
OT IMMIOCTOPOHHUX. TPyIHO OBLIO MPEACTABUTH, YTO KTO-TO II0 100pOii BoE
PUCKHET CIOIa CYHYThCA.

«Cucrema, Tbl HE 3HACIb, KTO-HUOYIb 3aX00MI B 3aMOK B MOE OTCYT-
cTBUE?»

[He mory 3HaTh. f cneayio 3a BaAMU WM TTOJIb30BATEIEM HOMED OJMH,
a TOT HE BBIXOAUT 13 3aJibl, COOTBETCTBEHHO, HUYETO HE BUIUT].

«A OH MOT OBl ITOYYBCTBOBATb, €C/IM Obl B 3aMOK IIPOHUK ITIOCTOPOH-
HUii?» — runorerudecku cripocul llleH.

[ MHe HEeBenOMBI BCe CITIOCOOHOCTHU [TTyOMHHOM THMBI].

PemmiB yrounuts mmuno, LleH cxommir Kk TeMHOMY 00JIaKy, HO OKa3aJl-
Csl TIOC/IAH TOJAJIbIe, HE MelaTh « BelnkomMy TBOPUECKOMY TIPOLIECCY».
B cBs3u ¢ yem Lllen caenan BbIBOI, YTO 3aMETUTh MOCTOPOHHETO B 3aMKE
ATOT BILMBBIN MUCAKA MOT, JIMILb €CJIM Obl 3TOT MOCTOPOHHUIA yral Nepe
HUM Ha KOJEHM U CJAEC3HO YMOJISI AAaTh MOYUTATh MPOY.

— HWrak, uro Mbl umeem? — LlleH BhIlIE HA TUIOLIANb TIEPEI CBO-
UM 3aMKOM M IIPUCEJ Ha JIaBOUKY, BCJyX pa3ropapuBas ¢ Cucre-
MOii. — Tloka g OTCYTCTBOBAJI, KTO-TO IIPOOpaJicad B 3aMOK U YKpas
LIUATPY. 3aTeM OB HalAeH TPYII YYeHHUIBI. «Posabp B KycTax HOMED...
HOMED»?

[197], — noackazana Cucrema.

— «Posinb B kyctax HOMep 197» sicCHO HAMEKHYJI, YTO LIMTPa U CMEPTh
yYeHHUIBI B3auMOCBsa3aHbl. MTak, kak? Kto ykpan uutpy u 3aueMm? M B uem
BOOOILIE UCKTHYUTEIBHOCTb 3TOr0 KOHKPETHOIO MY3bIKaJIbHOTO UHCTPY-
MeHTa?

Illen mpuzagyMancs, 4To K€ eMy TeIepb MPEaIpPUHITh. MyaH 3a 3TOT
JIEHb TaK BbIBEJ €ro U3 ce0s1, 4TO OH Ha BpeMsl 3a0bL1 00 uaee ¢ obdecre-
yeHueM cebde annbu. A ctomio Ob BHOBB 3a1aThCS 3TOM 1IEJTBIO.

Pemus, uto pa3 ¢ MyaHOM HeE BBIILIO, CTOUT XOTS1 ObI TPOCTO MOOBITh
y BCEX Ha BuAy Ha nuke Tasgmerocsa serpa, Llen nmogHsicsa ¢ 1aBOYKU
1 HAIIPABUJICS UCTIOTHSATD 3aIyMAaHHOE.

Yke Ha MOCTY OH CTOJIKHYJICS C TJIaBHOI repouHeil. Moct, cTpenoi
TSHYIIUNACA BOATb, MTO3BOJIUII €MY 3aroAs 3aMETUTh MPUOIMXKAIOIIYIOCS
NIEBYIIKY.
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— I1puBETCTBYIO yUMTENSl, — YYTUBO IOKJIOHWIACH OHA, TPUOJIU3UB-
IIMCh HA JOCTATOYHOE PACCTOSHHUE.

— W 1eb6e nmpuet, AHHUC. ThI 3a4€M-TO XOT€Ia MEHS BUIEThH?

JleByuika cierka 3amsinachk, momisaeB Ha Lllena. OHa HEJTOBKO CITOXM -
J1a PYKM Y JKMBOTA Y KPYTUJIA OOJIbIIMMU MaJTbLAMMU.

— 4... g XxoTena yoeauTbes, 4TO C BAMU BCE B MOPSIKE. Bbl HEBAXHO
ce0s YyBCTBOBAJIM, KOTJA MBI PACCTAIUCh... BoT H...

AHHMC 3aI1yCTWIA PYKY B KAPMAH W JOCTala OTTYAA IMOJOTHSIHBINM,
BBILLIUTBIA SIPKUMU HUTSIMU MELLIOYEK.

— 3rtoT yaif g cama coopana. OH MOMOKET BOCCTAHOBUTH SHEPTHIO.

Ona coBceM IMOKpacHeIa, MpoTATUBasa eMy 3TOT Memrodek. Illen cMmo-
TpeJ Ha Hee, He B CHMJIax caepxKaTh yabloKy. OH 3a0pat MOJIOTHAHBIN Me-
II0YEK U3 €€ PYK.

— Cnacu6o0. $I HerpeMeHHO ero NoMmpoodyIo.

JIniio AHHKC TYT Xe O3apuja yablOKa, OyaTo el mogapuian HaaexKIy
Ha CBeT/IOE Oymylee.

— Bbl Hanpasasiuch Ha MUK Tasimerocst Betpa? — crpocuiia 1eBylI-
Ka, BCTaB BpoBeHb C lllenoM. — £ cocTaBmo BaM KOMITAaHHUIO.

[llen MOMYaIMBO COITTACHUIICI U IIPONOJIKMII CBOW MPEPBAHHBIN ITYTh.

— Kak TtBOM ycrniexu? — BCKOpE CIpocus oH. — £ 3amMeTnn, 4To ay-
XOBHbIE€ TTPAKTUKM AKOTCS TEOE YYTh CA0XKHEE MaXaHUsI MEUOM.

— Jlo mactepa MyaHa MHe, KOHEYHO, elle JaJIeKO, HO Ha MOEM ITHKe
HE CBICKATh JOCTOMHOTO MHE IMPOTHUBHUKA, — 0€3 JIOXKHOI CKPOMHOCTHU
COITIACUJIACH JIEBYILLKA.

He 10 uT00681 Mk [1epCUKOBOTO IIBETKA KOTAA-TO BBITYCKAJI CUITBHBIX
BOUTEIBHUII, IIO3TOMY 3TO HE ObLIO 0aXBaIbCTBOM. AHHHC NEHCTBUTEIb-
HO CTOMJIO ObI TIOYUYUTHCS Y IPYTUX MACTEPOB.

— 41 4yBCTBY10, YTO HEAOCTATOYHO CUJIBHA B 3aKJIMHATELCTBE. M CKOJIb-
KO OBl pa3 s HU MOBTOPSLIA CBOU TPEHUPOBKU, MOCACIHUNA IO, TTOYTH
HUYETrO HE MEHSETCSI.

HasHeHnbko IlleH He omryiiaa, YTO Ha HEro HampaBIeHBI HEKOTOPBIE
OXMIAHMS KAaK HA yuuTesa. BOT TONbKO ceiiyac Ha yM HMYETO HE 11O,

[TosTOMY OH BBICOKOMAPHO 3asBUI:

— 4 momymato, 4TO TYT MOXKHO crnenatb. OOCynuM 3TO MO3XKe.
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— Cnacubo, yuutesb! — elle CHIbHee Ipocusiyia AHHUC.

Ilen yxe mren ¢ OeByIIKONH MO IIYyTAIOIIUM CPEIN IEPEBBEB TOPOKKAM
nuka Tasierocs BeTpa, KOraa Ta HEYBEPEHHO HAYaJa:

— 3Haere... I npuxonnna, 4ToOBI €llle KOE-4YTO BaM CKa3aTh.

— 4 cnymato.

— MeHs npUIIacuIu ChirpaTh KOMITO3ULIMIO U3 JIETCHIAPHOM CIOUTHI
«I1epepoxaeHue»... 4 BCNOMHUIIA O TOM HAKA3aHUHU, KOTOPOE TAK U HE UC-
IOJIHUJA, U pelumia... Pemia, 4To, MOXET ObIThb, Bbl 3aXOTUTE IOC/IYIIATD. ..

IlIeH TaKk yMUIHUIICS €€ NETCKOMY XETAHUIO TTOJIYIUTh ITOXBAJTY OT y4r-
Tens!

— Xopowo. Ecnm OyaeT BpeMsi, 00s13aTenbHO Tpuay nmocaymaTsk. Kor-
J1a v rae 3to oyner?

— Tlocne3aBTpa BeuepoM, nocie 3akara. B TpeTbem KJ1acce My3bIKH.

— HanoMHu MHe, rae¢ OH HAXOIUTCA.

— B m1aBHOM JIEKTOpMM, HA LIOKOJIBHOM ATaxke. Camblil HUXKHUI KJ1acc.

— XOpOLIO, €CJIM MOU IUIAHBI HE U3MECHATCH, 1 HEIIPEMEHHO 3ai1y
MMOCIYIIATD.

JleBylka cnepXkKaHHO KABHYIIA.

Pacnpomasiucs ¢ Aunuc, lllen gouren 10 agMUHUCTPATUBHOTO 3IaHUS
M, HEIOJIrO AyMasi, PacIlOJIOKMJICS Ha JecTHULE. BpeMst yxke 01u3uioch
K 3aKary, 3a OCCATh MUHYT CUICHUSI HA CTYIIEHbKAX OH YBUIE TOJILKO
UAYLIETO MMMO IO Jopore crapeiiuny Tenbra BeaHa.

IIbITasich geranrbHEEe BCIOMHUTH COOECPXKAHUE ITOM apKU B HOBEJIIE,
Illex mpuIen K 3aK/II0YEHUIO, UYTO OHA C CAMOT0 Hayaua ObLIa KaKoii-To
MyTHOI1. be3napHblii Oymaromapatenb Ep He onucan HM OmHOTO YOMICTBA,
TOJILKO CTaBUJI Tepen (pakToM: ymepiia eile oaHa AeBylika. Hackonbko
[ITen nomMHu, cMepTEid OBLIO TOBOJIBHO MHOTO, OKOJIO MAATH WU CEMU.
Apka Heca B ce0e OIHY-eIMHCTBEHHYIO 1eJIb: YTOObI ITIABHBINM Fepoii e1e
CUJIbHEE BO3HEHABUIE IMIABHOTO 3/101¢s1. Benb 0OMHO — TEPIETh HEMPHU-
ATHOCTH OT YYUTENSA, U COBCEM IAPYro€ — HEHABUCTb K YOUMIALIE CBOEH
CEepIACYHOI TTOAPYTU. A UMEHHO TaK Bce U mpousonnio: llexn 9ko0b1 youn
HMub, yeM BO3Ben ce0s B I1a3ax IIaBHOTO Tepos B CTAH 3JICHIIMX Bparon
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1 OCBODOIMJT BAKAHTHOE MECTO B CEPALE I'T /ISl NIABHOM repouHU. OueHb
n300peraTensHO, Ep, HUYEro He CKaXKellb...

«XM... UHB onpeneneHHO OyIeT OMHOM U3 XKEPTB».

He 10 yto06n! LlleH Tak yX K HEM MPUBA3AICI, HO OH XOPOILIO MOMHMII
3TY MUJIYIO JEBYIIKY, UCKPEHHE MUTAIONIYI0 PACIIOIIOKEHNE K TPO3HOMY
crapeimHe nuka YepHoro noroca. He xotenoch Obl, 4TOOBI OHA YMEpIa.

Ho uto ke nenats? He MOXET 3Ke OH XOIUTH 32 HEM XBOCTUKOM.

Onnaxko ecau llleH He yOuBaJl Bcex 3TUX OEBYIIEK, 3HAYUT, B OpPIEHE
PP nHaxonuacs KTO-TO Apyroi, y KOro ObLJIM MOTUBBI 3TO claeaTh. JdeByl-
KU C Pa3HBIX ITUKOB: youTasa — ¢ nmuka CHpeHeBOro paccBeTa, B TO BpeMs
Kak VHb yuntcs 31ech, B Tasgimemcs BeTpy. UTo ke elie MOXeT 00beIUHATD
nx? Oomwmit kpyxok 1o narepecam? Iloxoxast BHeTHOCTh? OIUH 1 TOT Xe
3HAKOMBIi1?

IIeH moHsAI, YTO CAMIIKOM MaJjio 3HACT 00 youToi. Heyxenu emy
U B CAMOM JIe/I€ MPUAETCSA CTPOUTH U3 CeOs1 NETEKTUBA?

OH nonHsICs CO CTYNEHEN U IOLLEN pa3blCKUBATh CBOEIO Oparta, 4To-
Obl 0D€ECIIEYUTh CEOE aIuou.

OcraBartbcg HaequHe ¢ llImanoM eMy He CIMIIIKOM XOT€JI0Ch, TIOTOMY YTO
€ro HECOMHEHHOE JOBEPHE K ITOMY ITEPCOHAXKY OBUIO ITOAOPBAHO U TEIIEPh
OH HE 3HaJI, YTO U AyMarh.

[MIuan Ben ceds1 KaK OOBIYHO: CTOUIO €MY 3aBUACTh MPUOIMXKAIOIIETO-
ca llleHna, Kak OH pacIIBEN B YIBIOKE.

— Th1 uckan co MHOM BCTpeun? — CIIPOCHII OH, MOAXOIsI OIKe.

OHM BCTPETHANCH B KOPUIOPE, BEAYIIEM K KaOWMHETY TaBbl OpAacHa
Ha nuke Tagmerocd BeTpa.

— 4 XoTen moroBOPUTHL C TOOOM TI0 MOBOAY ITOTO MPOUCIIECTBUS.
Haneroch, Tel HE B 4MCIIe TEX, KTO IYMAET, 9TO 1 IPUYACTEH K €€ CMEpPTH?

[lIuan BHUMATEJILHO MOCMOTPE HA CBOEro OpaTa, a 3aTeM ropsiio
MPOU3HEC:

— Her. 4 Tak He nmymato. [Ipyrue cTapeHIIMHbBI MOTYT OOBUHSTH TE0S
BO BCEM YEM YTIOZHO, HO SI-TO NPEKPACHO 3HAO, YTO Thl BOBCE HE ILIOXOM
YeITOBEK.

Illex ObLT MCKPEHHE VAUBIICH 3TUM 3aABIICHUCM.
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— Y10 THI HA MEHA TaK cMOTpUIIb? — XMbIKHY IlluaH. — Tebe Benb
MU3BECTHO, UTO S BCeraa Oymay Ha TBOEH CTOPOHE.

Illex cMoTpers Ha HETO B CMATEHUH. DTOT YE€JI0BEK roBOpua MyaHy,
YTO I'OTOB YGI/ITB €ro. T@Hpr 2K€ OH 3asABMJI HEYTO IMAMETPaJIbHO NPOTHU-
BOITOJIO2KHOE U BbIITIAACT CTOJIb XK€ MCKPECHHUM.

IITvan mpubaM3MIICda K HEMY Ha 11ar, ctas 0mike Heooxoaumoro. Crer-
Ka CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY HA00K, OH BHUMATEJIbHO U3YYUJI €ro JIUIIO.

— CrpaHHas peakuusi, — 3aMETHI OH, YyThb COILYPUBIIUCH. — Te0s
M 3TO HE BBIBOIMT U3 Ce0s1?

— BremBogut u3 ceds? — nepecnpocu Illen, orcrynas Ha 1iar.

Imanx mpomomkan MoT4a M BHUMATEIbHO Pa3mIsIAbIBATE €r0. B Kakoii-
TO MOMCHT H_[CHY CACJaaJIOCh OYCHDb HEYIOTHO ITOA 3THUM B3IJIAA0M.

— Jla-a, — npotgnyn Illuan. — Cxkoinbko MOXHO? A nyman, tebde
HaJA0ECT UrpaTh B XOPOULIETrOo MAAAIIECro OpaTuka 4epe3 HECKOJbKO
aHe. Ho yXe CTOJIbKO BPEMEHU MPOILIJIO... Thl TAK OTIUYHO BXKUJICS
B POJIb?

IlleH mouyBCcTBOBAJ, KaK KpOBb PE3KO Mpuinaa K mekam. Ero ynu-
yunu! A OH-TO COBCEM pacciaabuics, Taxke HE MBITasICh COOTBETCTBOBATH
o0pa3y npensimymiero Ilena! M camprit 0113Kuit K HeMy 4eJIOBEK HE MOT
ATOTO HE 3aMETHTH!

Yeunuem Bonu IleH nonaBun keaaHuWe HavyaTh ornpasabiBaThes. T1o-
JTOOHBIE JKAJIKUE PEYM BCE TOJBKO yCyryosr!

— Taxk uro, lllen, — Illuan He Mopras yCTaBUJICI Ha HETO, — OAalllb
MHE OTBET?

— Ortser?

IIman Momya 3aKycun ryoy.

— 4 noHsn, — 4yepe3 MUHYTY MOJIYAHUS NIPOU3HEC OH. — Buaumo,
9TO 1 OBLT OTBET, a7

— Takoii otBeT Te0s He ycTpanBaeT? — cnpocu LllenH, Hanesich B mpo-
1ecce 0ecenpl pa300opaThes, YTO Ke TaM OBIJT 32 BOIPOC.

— B touky, — ycmexnyics llInan. — CoBepiiieHHO HE yCTpanBaeT.

IleH pemmn, 4TO ceituac caMoe BpeMsI OThITPBIBATH 00JIEE CXOXKE C OPU-
THHAJIOM, TIOOTOMY 3asBWII:

— MHe niaeBaTsh.
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— O, npasga? — 1lIxaH CJIOBHO CTaJl APYTUM YEJI0BEKOM BO BPEMSI
aToro pasroBopa. Ero romoc 60bIle He 3ByYaa MSATKO, M CaM OH Ka3anics
pa3apak€HHBIM U YEM-TO YA3BJICHHBIM. HO XOT4 OblI O0JIbIIE ITOXOIUI
Ha XUBOTO 4yenoBeka, yeM Ha NPC. — 4 mo3Boimo cebe He MOBEPUTh.

— MHe B camMOM aeJie BCE PaBHO, YTO Thl JYMAaellb.

— A s B CcaMOM Jge/e HE BEplo, YTO Te0e Bce paBHO. — YibiOKka ITIuaHa
crajia 3710BEUICH.

Pa3sroBop 3aiien B 10ru4eCKuii TYnuK.

— BepHeMcs K 00CYKIEHUIO0 YOMICTBA... — YEPE3 KAKOE-TO BPEMSI
peuman Hlex.

— Her, e Bepuemcs! — B3opBancd llluan. — IlleH, orBeTh MHe!

Llleny ceituac oueHb Hy:KHA ObLIA TTOMOILb 3aJ14.

— VBuaumcs no3xe, — OpOCUII OH U, PE3KO Pa3BEPHYBILIMUCH, TTOIIET
MpoYb.

— Jlemonnl Te0st oOepu, Illen! — nonereno eMy BIONOHKY ¢ TAKUM
OTYAsIHUEM, YTO €MY CTOMJIO OIPOMHBIX YCUIUIA B TOM K€ TEMIIE IIPOIOJI-
KaTh 1MyTh. OLIYIIEHUE, YTO B JIIOOOE MTHOBEHUE B €r0 CIIMHY MOXET
yIApUTh M€Y, HE OTIIYCKAJIO OO0 CAMOTO BBIXOIA M3 aIMUHHUCTPATUBHOTO
3MaHU.

[+20 x 3nmomeiickoMy 00pa3y|, — mpokomMmeHTHUpoBana Cucrema.

«QO uyem oH roBopuJ BOOOIEe?» — IlleH 3amyCcTu pyKu B BOJIOCHI U IO~
Kayaj roJIOBOM U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

Ha ynuiie yxe cTostim rycteie CyMepKu. Penkue yyanimecs: mpoxXoauan
10 10POIe€ MUMO 31aHUs aIMUHUCTPALMHU, OTYASIHHO IIPUTBOPSISICh, UTO
HE 3aMEYalOT CTOSIIETO HA KPBIIbIIE X0351Ha [1poKagToro nuka.

Hy na, He K HOUYM OYIET IMTOMSIHYT.

[llen B300XHY, C TPUCKOPOMEM TTIOHUMAS, UTO C AIMOM Y HETO BOOOIIIE
HHWYECTIO HE BBIXOOUT.
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—— [ AABA 20 —[

3MAST LINTPA

Tuxas xXypyamast MeJIOOHUsI TPOHKUKAJIA MPSIMO B CEPILIC AMHCTBEHHOTO
caymaresisi. OHa He MOTJ1a Obl HE TPOHYTh YYBCTB JII000T0, YCIbIIIABIIETO
€¢, HO HEe MpeAHa3HavYaaach Uil MOCTOPOHHUX yuiei. Menonusi ToHy1a
BO Mpake, yXoauJia Kyaa-TO BHYTPb IPYaU, BO3POXKIAIA 3alPATAHHBIC
IJIyOOKO 3MOLIUH.

DTOI HOYBIO yMepiIa enle ogHa yueHu1ia opaera PP. Ha ceit pa3 neByimka
npuHamiexana K nuky Cuaux 3se3n. Lllex y3Ham 00 3ToM J0OBOJIBHO PaHO,
Korna crapeimuta JIeB, He OO0 BIIKUCH, IPUOEKAJI B €r0 YePHBIH 3aMOK
Y 3aMaxHYJICSI, HAMEPEBASICh YIAPUTh €r0 MO JIUILY.

Illen mocMoOTpe HA 3TY PYKY, OCTAHOBIIEHHYIO B 3aMaxe, TOJITUM, 3a-
JYMUYMBBIM B3IISLAOM. JIEB OMyCTU €€, CMYLIEHHO CIIPSTAB 34 CIIMHOM.

— ThI B CAaMOM Aene IpuMYancsd, 4T00bl OOBUHUTL MEHS? — TMOII000-
neiTcTBoBan IlleH, OTCTaBsgsa B CTOPOHY MMAaly U NOOAHUMASACh U3-3a
CTOJIMKA.

— 4 xak MUHUMYM OOBUHSI0 T€O€ B HEKOMIIETEHTHOCTH! — BCIIBLIWI
JIeB. — ThwI 00e1an, uTo pa3doepeiIbecs B CUTyallMM, 8 BMECTO 3TOr0 youau
YYEHUIY MOETO THKa!

— 4 obeman, yTo moOyIy OJ0Ka3aTEIbCTBA CBOECH HEBUHOBHOCTU, —
nonpasuia Toro IleH.

— M kak? — enko Bonpocua crapeiimmnia nuka CUMHUX 3BE30. —
J100b11?
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— Her noka, — npuuuiocs XxMypo npusHarts Lleny.

— 3aTo BpeMs Ha YTPEHHU 4ail Thl HAXOIUIID)!

[len omycTra B3I Ha HU3E€HBKUI CTOJHMK, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSUT TIOTHOC
C YaiHUKOM M TIMAJIaMU U Ba30H C LIBETKOM.

— Tebe nanuTts? — npemnoxui oH. — Yaii TOIbKO 3aBapUIICS.

Crapeitiuna JleB, (pbIpkHYB, Bce Xe yceacs: Ha auBaH. [len Haawn
U IPOTSHYJI MY ITHAJTY C YaeM.

— Paccka3sbiBait monpoOHOCTH, — IMOTPEeOOBAJ OH, Koraa Jles caenan
[JIOTOK.

— DOTO0 NpoCTO KaTacTtpodpa, — CIOKOUHBIM TOHOM KOHCTATHUPO-
BaJl TOT. — E€ Hamau yyeHUKM, KOTOA LIJIA Ha YTPEHHIOW Tpamesy.
CrapeifimurHa 3ar ckasajl, YTO IPUYUHBI CMEPTHU COBMNANAIOT: YIVy-
IIeHWEe COOCTBEHHBIM pacnyxmuM si36ikoM. OH TIpeanonaraeT HeKui
s, HO...

— Ho?

— Ho cranu norosapuBarth 0 npokasaTun. Kxm. Pacrionsaromemcs
¢ IIpokmsToro nuxa...

Illen spocTHO MPUXJICOHYI e11Ie Yasi.

— Hacuer [IpoxkmsaToro nuka, 10myCTuM, TOCYKKUE TOMBICIIBI, HO CaMa
MBICJIb O TIPOKJISTUM HE CTOJIb HEBEPOSITHA. ..

— Tlouemy ThI TaK QyMaeln?

— Hwuuero He HamomuHaeT? — JIeB HAKJIOHUJICS K HEMY KaK K CTapO-
MY TIPHSITEIO.

V Illena menbpKHY/Ia MBICIb, 9TO CHCcTeMa MOIJIA OBl YK€ Y 3aCUUTATb
TO 3aJaHKE BRIMOTHEHHBIM... Ho He OyaeM oTBiekartbed, JIeB MeXIy TeM
TOBOPUII:

— He nmomuume? Thl caM MHE pacCKa3biBaJl O KAKOM-TO MPOKISITOM
MY3bIKAJIbLHOM MHCTpYMeHTE. He moMHI0, TJ1e ThI €10 pa3n00bll, HO TOYHO
XBACTaJICs, YTO JOOABUJI B CBOIO KOJUIEKIIMIO, criacasi mMpyu 3TOM Oej1oar,
KOTOPbIC HAMEPEBAIUCH HA HEM UTpaTh. M 3TOT MHCTPYMEHT YyOMBAJI CXO-
KM 00pa3oM. Yepe3 HEKOTOpOE BpeMs MOCIE TOTO, KaK YeJIOBEK Ha HEM
Urpaj, €ro HaXoauiau 3aJ0XHYBIIMMCSI COOCTBEHHBIM SI3bIKOM. DTOT UH-
CTPYMEHT e1ie y Teosa?

— Hwurpa!
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— TouHo, 31as UUTpAa.

IlleH 3aayMYMBO MOAHEC CJIOKEHHBIC PYKM KO PTY U 3aMEp Ha Hapy
MTHOBEHUM.

— Kro Mor ykpacTb ee 1 3aueM?! — 3aTeM B30PBAJICS OH.

— VYkpacte? — nonckounn Jles.

— 4 kak pa3 Buepa obHapyxu ee nponaxy! Ho coBcem no3abnut o ee
ryOUTEIbHBIX CBOMCTBAX U HE CPa3y MpUaal 3TOMY 3HAUYCHME!

JleB BhITApALIMIICSI HA HETO.

— Thl KOMY-HHMOYIb €111€ pacCKa3bIBal O HEeit?

— He momuio! Ho maxe ecau u Tak, KOMY MOIJIO ITOHATOOUTHLCS yOu-
BaTh C €€ MOMOIIIBIO YIeHUII? 3auem?

— Xopouuii Bonpoc, Apyr Moit! — BoCKiIMKHYy JIes.

[[To3mpasnsgem! — Tyt ke pa3paszunack Cucrema. — CroxkeTHOE 3agaHue
«JloBepue crapeiimnbl JIeBa» ycneurHo BeinoaHeHo! +50 Kk xapu3MaTuy-
HOCTHM TJIABHOTO 3JIOAES. 3JI0ACHCKUI PEHTUHT TTOHUKEH .

IlleH OoT panocTu 3ayabI0acs.

— Yemy TbI JbIOMUIIBLCSA? — pa3Bopyaiics JleB. — HeoO0xonuMo Kak
MOKHO CKOpee HAUTH 3Ty MPOKIATYIO IUTPY!

— XM. ThlI cmy4aifHO He 3aXOmUJI B MOIt 3aMOK, ITOKa MEHS He ObLIO?
B cBoit BUHHBIN 1TOTPed, HATTPUMED.

— He 3axonun. A €uie HE HACTOJBKO BBIXKMJ U3 YMA, YTOOBI UATU
Ha IIpoknsiTeiit nuk, rae oouraet [MyOMHHAsA TbMa, B OTCYTCTBUE €IMH-
CTBEHHOTO YEIOBEKA, KOTOPHIIA CITOCOOEH €€ YCMUPUTD, €CIIU UTO.

— Ho KTO0-TO onpeneneHHO BbIKMIL.

Illen n JleB 3apyMYMBO YCTAaBUJIUCH APYT HA APYTa.

— Yaw? — npemnoxu Ilen.

— 3auem cpasy uyaw? TyT rue-1o MO BUHHBIN Orped Heroganeky!

B utore yrpo y lllena Hayaiock ¢ pucoBOro BUHA. HO BBEIMUTO OHO
ObLJI0O B KOMIAHUM CTAPOro JApyra, mo3TOMY IIJI0 MCKIUYUTEIbHO
BO OJiaro.

— by-0OyneM noBUTH Ha XXUBIIA, — BEIIal cTapeinmuHa JIeB, BMecTe
¢ llleHoM uns mo MOCTY K NUKY Tasinierocst BeTpa.

— Kak Tl 370 cebe TpencTaBisielnhb, IPYKKUIIIIIIE?

— Kpacupo! — Tyt ke oTBeTCTBOBAI JIEB.
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M He nocnopuib. 2Kupel A€MCTBUTENBHO JOMXKEH ObITh JOCTATOYHO
KPAaCHUBBIM.

Tyt lllen Bcmomuun 060 Mub. Ecniu Bce moiineT mo mponucaHHoOM cxe-
M€, OHA MPUOEKUT K INTABHOMY T'€POI0 B HAJICXKIIE, YTO TOT €€ 3alUTHUT.
XOTs, YYUTBIBAS, YTO B TEKYILEH BEPCUM COOBITUI OHM €lIIEe HE CIaaKas
rmapoyka, BCe MOTJIO TIOMTU HECKOJbKO UHAYE.

— Jlagno! — Bocknuknyn Illen. — byner Tebe xusen!

— W uuto TpemyeTcs OT MeHs1? — TYT K€ BoonylueBucs JIes.

— Jla s moHATHUS HE UMEI0, UTO OT TeOs1 TpenyeTcst. XM-M-M. [locunn
B 3acare.

— IlpexpacnHasa unes! — BOCXUTUIICA cTapeiiimHa muka CMHUX 3BE3. —
[Toiimy mocuxy B 3acane. MHe yXXe JaBHEHBKO TyJa HYXHO.

— Hy unu torna.

— VBuaumcs nozxe! — maxaya emy JIeB v, CO BTOpO# MOMBITKH, BCE XKE
BCTaJl HA MEY U TOJICTEJL.

IlleH cnerka Bocxutuics. He 3ps Bce XK€ 3aHUMAET OH CBOK) TOJDKHOCTD
CTapeMIIMHBI, MPOCTOM CMEPTHBINM ObI TAK HE CMOT.

CucreMa yxe Kakoe-TO BpeMs IMOYTH 0€3 OCTAHOBKU IIPUOABIISLIIA MY
OaJIbl 32 PACIIYTHOE IMOBEAEHUE, ITOITOMY OH CBEPHYII €€ B (DOHOBBI
PEKUM.

«CucreMa, yromoHuiachb?» — no3san IleH.

[A ewre +5 6annoB 3a pa3Hy30aHHOE TMbSHCTBO! |

«He Tak y>x MHOTO 5 ¥ BbIITWI», — 3aMeTuI LleH.

[[IpynyHbBIE THOOM HE HAIIMBAIOTCSI PAHBIIE TTOJIYIHS! |

«Y meng o1 moBon! A momupuca co crapeiM nipugarenem! K tomy xke
HAIIIEJT 3aIETIKY I10 HAIlIeMy Jemy!»

CucremMa ropuialoliie MoaJasia.

«[loiipy nyume MHp noury», — natOHyJ1 yroBapuBath ee LlleH.

Ho He ycrien oH goiiTu 10 KOHLIA MOCTA, KaK HABCTpeuy npubdexan A,
TSHYLIMHI 32 pyKy UHb.

«¥Ymaua ceromHs Ha moeit ctopoHe!» — Bocxutuics llleH.

— VYuurens! — A IONPUBETCTBOBAJI €TI0 YUTUBBIM ITOKJIOHOM.

— Pan Bac BunmeTb, — kuBHyn LlleH. — A g9-TO Kak pa3 HaMepeBancsd
HCKaTh TeOs1, — oOpaTuics oH K MHb.
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JleByl1Ka BHE3aITHO MO0JIeIHENA. AJl CUJIBHEE CKAJl €€ PYKY.

— Kak nmoxusaenb? Cny4aifHO HM Ha KAKUX MY3BIKAIbHBIX HHCTPY-
MEHTAaX UTPaTh HE HAMEPEBAJIACH B IIOCJIETHEE BpeMsI? — 0JIaroxeaaTesb-
HO yJibIOasich, mouHTepeconascs Lllen.

— VYuwurens! — Ha ra3a neBymiku HaBepHYIUCH cie3bl. — [Iponry Bac,
HE HAJ0, YYUTEb!

ITIeH HECKOABKO OMEIINI.

— VYuurenb, — peIUTENBHO IO Ha Hero, oopatuics An. — Bo3s-
MOXHO, HAM CTOUT IIPOAOJLKUTh Pa3roBOP y BaC B 3aMKe?

— Ilouemy y meHs B 3amKke? — He noHsuI Lllen. — M TyT HOpManbsHO.

— Yr0 XX, — CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY ITIAPEHb.

A 3aTeM OTHMM MOJTHHUEHOCHBIM IBUXKeHMEM yamapua Mub B o0macTh
meu. Jlepyika KyjieM noBajivjiach HA MOCT.

IIlen npoBoAMA €€ MaJCHUE 03a1aYEHHBIM B3IJISI0OM.

— Twr 3auem 310 coenan?

— 4 xoten, YTOOBI Bbl 3HATIU, — PEIIUTEILHO IIPOTOBOPUJI ITIAPEHb. —
Al npuHMMAalO BaC TAKMM, KAKOM BbI €CTb!

Illen HemoymMeHHO cMOTpen Ha Hero. Kakoe-T1o BpeMsi OH HY BOT MC-
KPEHHE HE MOT ITOHSITh, KaK 3TO 3asIBJIEHUE COOTHOCUTCS C BAISIOIIEHCS
y ux Hor Mub. Ho moTtoM 110 Hero n1ouio.

— Tbl nymMaemb, s yous ux?!

— MHe Bce paBHO! — 0€3 KosieOaHui 3asiBUIT IIABHbBIN repoil.

— Mmue, 61uH, He BCe paBHO!!

Kyna xaturcst ator mup?! 1lleH cxBaTuiics 3a rosoBy. IT1aBHBIM Tepoii,
3TO a0COJIIOTHOE U CaM03a0BEHHOE NOOPO, ceiMyac Ha MOJHOM CEPhE3E
3asIBUJI, YTO €MY BCE PABHO, YTO €r0 YUYUTEIb YOMBAET HEBUHHBIX IEBYIIICK!
bonee Toro! OH caM roToB MPUHOCUTbL €EMY MaTE€PUA IS MOA0OHBIX yTex!

«boxeukn 00ke, — 3aKPbIB JIMIO pyKamMu, B cepauax rmoagyman Llen, —
HEYXKEIU s KAKUM-TO 00pa30M CJIOMaJl €r0 XPYITKYIO JE€TCKYI0 TICUXUKY?
Ho s Benb ero naxke He 0wt 1o rojose HU pa3y! B opurnHane oH nperep-
MEBAJI TAKUE CTPAOAHMS, HO IIPU 3TOM BCE PABHO OCTABAJICS H0OPHIM!
A ceityac uro?! Cucrema! Cucrema, MHe KOHel?..»

Ho Cucrema He oTBevana, 4To HECKOILKO 0OHamexuBano. Eie yepes
HekoTopoe BpeMs IlleH mogymai, 4To claerka moropsTauiIcs.
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