IF'AABA 1

OPKA

Too 297-i1, Pnoxa Mupa

MepTh — TO YaCTh XU3HU, — IIenmHya OpKa Ha yXO ChIHY.

HecmoTtpst Ha To uTO bpeka yxxe oTBes pyKy Ha3aa, KPernko
CXXUMasl SICEHEBOE KOMbe MajJeHbKUMMU MaJibYMKaMu, MOOeJeBIINMU
OT HAIIPSIKEHUSI, M OCTPHE HAKOHEYHKMKa ObIJIO HAIlPpaBJIEHO IIPSIMO B OJIe-
Hs TIepel HUMU, MaTh BUeJIa HePEIIMTEIbHOCTD B TJ1a3aX ChIHA, B TOM,
KaK HEpBHO OH CXXMMaJl YeTI0CTH.

«OH CJIMILIKOM HeXeH A1 3TOr0 MUpa, MOJHOro 60JIn», — MoAyMalia
Opka. OHa yxe packpbljia ObLIO POT, UTOOBI OTPYraTh €ro, HO TYT €€
Mpearnjieubs KOCHyJIach pyka. OrpomMHasi, B TO BpeMsl Kak pyka bpeku
Obljla COBCEM HEOOJIbIIION, MOKPHITAas TpyOOil KOXE B TeX MecTax, Ie
KOXXa ChIHA ObIJIa COBCEM TJIaTKOM.

— Ilorommn, — BEIDOXHYN TOpPKeIb, W CJIOBO 3TO OCEJIO KalleJbKaMU
TyMaHa Ha ero 6opojie, 3anjeTeHHO B KocuuKU. OH CTOSLI CjieBa OT XKe-
HBI, KPETIKWi 1 OTPOMHBIN, CJIOBHO BaJIyH. MBIIIIIB Ha mee OpKu Ha-
TSIHYJIMCh U 0 OOJIV HAMIPSITJIMCh, MO0 XKECTOKKE CJIOBA OBLIM Y3KE COBCEM
0JIM3KO, B TOpJIE...

B cyposom mupe nyscnot cypossle caosa.

Ho B nocienHuit MOMEHT OHa ITPUKYCHUJIA SI3bIK.

BeceHHUIT coTHEUHBIN CBET Majaj Ha 3eMJII0, IIPOCAYUBASICh MEXTY
THXOHBKO ITOKAYMBAIOIIIMMHUCS BETBSIMU iepeBbeB. OH oTpaxkasics OT ISITeH
00JIeICHEJIOro CHera — MOCJeIHMX CJII0B, YTO OCTABUJIA B BBICOKOTOPHOM
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JIeCy yXOmsitiasi 3MmMa CBOMMU ToreTysiMu. JI1oXKMHa oJIeHe it MAPHO Taciach
Ha TIOJISTHE, U TOJICTOOPIOXUI caMell ITpUCMaTprBajl 32 CAMKAMM 1 OJICHSI-
TaMU, YTO XKeBaJd MOX M JIMIIIAMHUK, OOIMpPast ero CO CTOJIOOB U BaJTyHOB.

U 1yT Bo B3rIsime bpexu uTo-T0 m3MeHMI0Ch. OH HA MTHOBEHUE 3a-
TaWJI IBIXaHHE, a 3aTEM ITOCJIeAOBAIO OBICTPOE IBUKCHIE: PE3KHUI pa3-
BOpPOT Oemep 1 B3Max pyKu. Korrbe mmoeTesio Biepen: OCTPhIii sKeJIe3HBII
HAKOHEUHMWK C IIUTICHUEM pa3pe3ai Bo3nyxX. B rpynu OpKku mobIXHYIa
ropaoctb. OTiIMuHbIN 6pocok. EaBa ToabKo Kyaak bpeku pazxkacs v Ko-
nbe B3yeTesn0, OpKa MOoHSJIa: OHO MOMAaNeT B LEb.

Ho B TOT caMblif MUT, Korja MaJIbdUK OPOCUJI KOTIbe, Ha3HAUYEHHbI i
11€JIbIO OJIEHb MO HSIJI TOJIOBY OT CTBOJIA, C KOTOPOro 00bena IuIIaiiHUK.
YyTKue ylIu 3aTperneTanu, 3Bepb MPpsHYJ BOeped, U BCe CTag0 BOKPYT
HEro MpUILJIO B ABUKEHME: OJICHU PUHYJIMUCh MPOYb, Orudasi 1epeBbs
U nepenpbiruBasi npenstcTBus. Konbe bpeku BOH3MJIOCH B CTBOJI, U IPEB-
KO 3aIpoxajio. MTHOBEHME CIYCTSI C BOCTOYHOI CTOPOHbI MOCJIBIIIAICS
TPOMKMUI TPECK JIOMAIOLIMXCSI BETBEM, U U3 TTOJJIeCKa Ha TIOJISIHY IPOJIo-
MUJIACh YbsI-TO I'poMaaHas (purypa, 4yI0BUIIE C aCITUIHO-UePHOI1 1Iep-
CThIO U NJMHHBIMU KOTTAIMU. OJieHU pa3berajuch BO BCE CTOPOHBHI,
a 3Bepb MeTaJICSI MEXIy HUMU 1, Ka3aJ0Ch, BOBCe UX He 3aMeuat. Kposb
XJiecTaja U3 MHOXECTBAa paH Ha ero Teje, MJIIMHHBIC 3yObl OJecTeNn,
KPAaCHBIH SI3BIK OOJITAJICS TPSTIOYKOM, a [TOTOM... OH BMHT MCY€3, PACTBO-
PUJICS B JIECHBIX TCHIX.

— Yro... KTO 3TO OBIT? — TpomrenTad bpeka, MMPOKO pacmaxHYB
riasa. Barnsan ero merascs ot Opku K Topkeato 1 o6paTHO.

— Boak-yxac, — xMbIKHYJ TopKeab 1 ABUHYJICS Bepe, OyaTo mo-
3a0bIB O CKPBITHOCTH, UTO HY>KHa BO BpeMs1 0XO0Thl. OH HauaJ Mpoauparh-
Csl CKBO3b MOAJECOK Ha MOJSHY, CKMMasl B KyJakKe KOIMbe ¢ TOJCThIM
IpeBKoM. BeTBU rpoMKo Tpeliaau o ero HanopoM. Opka u bpeka 1iu
ciaenoM. HoO6paBuiuch 10 Mecta, TOpKeab OMYCTUJICS Ha OMHO KOJIEHO,
CTSIHYJI 3y0aMU TiepuyaTKy, KOCHYJICSI Kamejb BOJUbeil KpOBU Ha TpaBe
KOHYMKaMU MaJjblieB, a 3aTeM o0au3ai ux. CrioHyJ1, MOAHSJCSI U OT-
MpaBUJICS IO KPOBaBbIM CJIelaM Ha Kpaii OJISIHbI, a TaM 3aMep, BIJISIIbI-
BasIiCh B TYMaH.

bpeka nmonoiires K CBoeMy KOMblo, HAKOHEUHUK KOTOPOTO HAMOJIOBU-
HY BOIIIeJI B COCHOBBII CTBOJI, 1 IOIBITAJCS BbITAIIUTh ero. Hampsircs



BCEM TEJIOM, OTHAKO KOITbe He IIeJoXHYI0ch. OH mocmoTpen Ha OpKy
CHM3Y BBEpX: CEpO-3€JICHbIe I1a3a Ha OJIGAHOM I'PSI3HOM JIMIIE, TIPSIMOit
HOC U CUJIbHAS YeJIFOCTh, BOJIOCHI IIBETa BOPOHOBA KPhIJIa — TaK ITOXOX
Ha CBOETO OTIIa 1 TaK He IToxoxX Ha camy Opky. Kpowme rias. Y Hero ObLIn
MaTepUHCKUE TJ1as3a.

— Sl mpoMaxHyJICsI, — cKa3aJ OH, U IIJICYN eTO IIOHUKIIH.

Opka yxBaTuJIach 3a IPeBKO PYKOIl B TIepYaTKe U BEICBOOOIMIIA 3a-
CTPSIBIINM HAKOHEUHUK.

— Jla, — oTBeTHJIa OHA, IPOTITUBasI bpeke ero KoIbe, Ha MOJIOBUHY
PYKH Kopoue, yeM y Hee 1 Y TopKes.

— TBoeii BUHBI B TOM HET, — 0TO3BaJjics TopKeJTb ¢ Kpas oJsTHbL. OH Bce
ellle BIMISIOBIBAJICS B TEMHOTY. ToJicTast Koca M3 YepPHBIX, IPOHN3aHHBIX
CeIbIMU MPSASMU BOJIOC BBITJISIABIBAIA M3-TIO BSI3aHOM 1IEPCTSIHOM HIarm-
KM, KOHUMK HOca noaepruajcs. — Mx cryrHy BoJk-ykac.

— ITouemy ke OH He yOUJI HY OIHOTO U3 TeX oJieHeit? — cripocu bpe-
Ka, 3abupasi y OpKu cBO€ KOPOTKOE KOIIbe.

Topkenb MOAHSAT PYKY, IEMOHCTPUPYSI OKPOBaBJICHHbIE KOHUMKU
MMaJIbIIEB:

— Ero 3abo0Tuiu paHbl, a HE BO3MOXHOCTD ITOYXKHATh.

— Ho KTo... nJI1 4TO MOTIJIO CAeIaTh 3TO C BOJIKOM-yXKacom?

Opka HammpaBUJIaCh K IIPOTHUBOIIOJOXKHOMY Kpalo MOJISHBI, HACTOPO-
JKEHHO CXXMMas Kombe, — TyIa, TAe B ITOMJIeCKe BUIHEIACh YUepHas IbIpa,
13 KOTOPOIT BEIpBaJics HApyXy BOJIK. 3amMepiia, CKJIOHUB TOJIoBY. Boare-
K€ TIOCTIBIIIIAJICS eJIe CIBIIIHBIN 3BYK, IIPOCOUYMJICS CKBO3b JIeC, TOT0OHO
TyMaHy.

KTo0-TO Kpryai.

Bpeka mpucoenunumics K Marepu. OH BIENUJICS B KOIIbe 00EHMMU
PYKaMHM 1 yKa3aj UM B TEMHOTY.

— Topkenb, — npoBopyaia Opka, 00epHYBIIUCH U TSI Yepes Tiie-
4yo Ha Myxa. ToT Bce ellle CTOSIJT U CMOTPEJI BCJIe paHeHOMY BOJIKY. bpo-
CHB B TEMHOTY IMOCJIEIHWI TOJITHUI B3IJIsII M MOXKaB IJIeYaMU, Ha KOTOPBIX
TOMOPIIMIACh MEXOBasl HaKUAKa, OH HaKOHEI Pa3BEPHYJICS M TIOLIe
K HEH.

CHoBa Mmocablladuch KPUKHU, Aajekue, ciadbie. Opka ¢ TopkeneM
OOMEHSIJIMCH B3IJISIIAMU.



— B 1oii cTropoHe (pepma Acrpuma, — cKasajia oHa.

— Xapek, — 1npobopMoTan bpeka, BCMOMHUB PO ChiHA Acrpuma.
OHu BMecTe UTpain Ha 6epery peku B Delrype, Korma poguTeIn OTIIPaB-
JISUTVCH B IEPEBHIO BBIMCHUBATH IIPOBU3HIO.

Eme onuH Kpuk, ciiabbiit 1 OyaTo OECIIJIOTHBIM, TOHECCSI CKBO3b -
peBbS.

— Hawm crenyeT B3TISIHYTh, YTO TaM, — IIpobopMoTai TopKes.

— Xex, — npoBopuajna Opka, corjamascs.

IToka oHu mpoOUpaIKCh Yepe3 COCHOBBIH JIEC MO MPYKUHSAIIEMY MSIT-
KOMY KOBpY M3 OIAaBIIKX UTJI, IbIXaHUE UX COOMPaJIOoCch B 00J1auKa TyMa-
Ha HajJ ToJioBaMM. YKe HacTyIuJja BecHa, U B HU3MHAX HOBasl XKU3Hb
BOBCIO 3asiBJIsiJia 0 cebe, HO 3a 3TU JIECUCThIE XOJMBbI 3UMa BCE elle 1ie-
MJsijlach LeNEeHEIMMU pyKaMu, CJIOBHO CrOpOJIEHHBIN CTapblii BOMH,
He XeJamlUuid OTHycKaTb COOCTBEHHOe mpoulaoe. OHU LU T'YChKOM:
Opka Brepeau, HAaCTOPOXKEHHO IJISIAs1 TO Ha OCTaBJIEHHBII BOJKOM CJel,
TO Ha ITyOOKME TEHU IO CTOPOHAM TPOIThI. A TTIOTOM CTapblid MOAMEP3IIU i
CHET 3aXpyCTeJI MOl HOTaMU, IePEBbs PACCTYIUINCH, M OHU OKa3aIuCh
Ha TOPHOM XpeOTe, UTO KpyTO OOpbIBaJiCs Ha 3a1iaie OTBECHBIMU CKaJla-
Mu. Haza ronoBaMu mo cuHeMy HeOy TSIHYJIMCh PBaHbIC TTOJIOCHI 00JIaKOB.
Opka mocMoTpesia BHU3 U YBUIEJIa TOHKME CTOJIOBI IbIMA: OHU TTOTHM-
MaJIuch oT ouaroB B Dejrype, JiexkaBIleM najeko BHU3Y. JlepeBHS ppida-
KOB IIPUTaNJIaCh HA BOCTOUHOM Oepery ITy00KOTo CUHe-4epHOro ¢hbopaa,
CITOKOMHBIE BOIBI KOTOPOTO ITOOIECKUBAJIH IO JIy4aMHu OJIETHOTO COTH-
ma. Hag HUM KpyXUJIMCh U KpUIaaId YaiKu.

— Opka, — mo3Ban TopKenb, 1 OHa OCTaHOBMJIACH, OOCPHYBIINCH
K MYXY.

Tot Kak pa3 OTKYNopuJ KOXaHYyI0 (PJsry ¢ BOJOI U NMPOTIATrUBal ee
Bbpeke, KoTophblii packpacHesCsS U BCIOTEeN, HECMOTPSI Ha TOPHYIO MPO-
XJIany.

— VY Hero He Takue JJIMHHbBIE HOTU, KaK y Te0sl, — KPUBO YCMEXHYJICS
Topkenb ckBo3b Oopoay (iIpam, 3MesIIMACS yepe3 1EeKy K YeTI0CTH,
nepekpyuunBa yabloKy).

Opka orjisiHyJIaCh Ha TPOITY, 110 KOTOPOU OHU MPUILLJIX, U IPUCIYIIa-
Jack. Kpuku yxe 1aBHO He ObLIU CIBILIHBI, T09TOMY OHa KMBHY1a Top-
KeJII0 ¥ TIOTSIHYJIach K CBOEH (Jisire ¢ BOMOIA.
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Heckonbko MTHOBEeHUT OHY CUASIN HA OOJIBIIIOM BaJIyHe, BIJISIIBIBA-
SICh B 3€JICHBIC U CMHME 3eMJIM BHU3Y, OyATO OOTM Ha BEepIIMHE MUpA.
K rory, 3a ®emnypom, Gbopa pacIInpsUICS U IIEPEXOIUI B MOPCKYIO Oe-
pPETroBYIO TMHUIO, N3THOAONIYIOCS Ha 3aTall, a 3aTeM Ha foT, U3pe3aHHYI0
3aJIMBaMM 1 Y3KUMH yIIeIbssMu. O0Iaka CTaJIbHOTO IIBETa IPOMO3IUIINCH
HaJ BOIOI, Tpo3s cHerommaaoM. Ha ceBepe Xe TSHYIIach 3eJieHast TOpHast
LIeTTh CO CHEXKHBIMU BEPITMHAMM, OT TOPMU30HTA 10 TOPU30HTA, C BOCTOKA
Ha 3amnan. To TyT, TO TaM MO JIydaMU COJTHIIA TTO0JIECKMBAJIU CKaJIbl.
JpeBHUe «pedpa» TopHOro xpedTa M3aajeka Ka3ajJuch Ma3kaMu cepoit
KpackKu.

— Pacckaxu MHe enre pa3 npo 3mest CHaky, — morpocus bpeka,
KOT/Ia OHU BCE BMECTE TJISIACIN Ha TOPHI.

Opka HMYero He OTBETHIIa, OYATO BCE €€ CyIIeCTBO 3aHMMaJl BOJHU-
CTBI TOPHBIN XpedeT nepe ra3aMu.

— Ecau OBl g pemiuns moBenaTh Tebe 3Ty cary, MaJblll, TBOI HOC
M TIaJIbIIBI 32 BpeMsI paccKa3a CoOBceM 3aMep3Jiv Obl. A KOTIa Thl BCTaJI OB,
YTOOBI MITHU AaJIbIIE, TaIbIbl HA HOraxX 3aTpeliaiu Obl, CJIOBHO JbINH-
K1, — oTBeTU] TOpKeb.

Ho bpeka nponoJiixkajl cMOTpeTh Ha HETO CBOMMMU CepO-3eJIeHbIMU
IJIa3aMHu.

— AX, THI Xe 3HaeIlIb, UTO sI HE MOT'Y OTKa3aTh 3TOMY B3TJISIIY, — ITPO-
BopuaJ Topkeb ¥ B3TOXHYJ, BEIITycKas N30 pTa 00j1auko mmapa. — JlagHo,
€CJIM BKparTIie...

OH cTalImnJI BI3aHYIO IIATIKY C TOJIOBHI U ITOYecal MaKyIIKYy.

— Bcé, uto Tl BUuAMIIG pen coboii, — 3to Burpup, [lone butssl.
3eMJIst MaBIIuX KOPOJIeBCTB. Kaxk it KJIOUOK 3eMJTU MEX Ty MOPEM U Te-
MU rOpaMu, 1 ellle Ha COTHIO JIUT 32 HUMU... DTO MECTO, TJie 00T cpaxa-
Juchk 1 Tu6sM, 1 CHaKa ObIJT OTLIOM JJIsl BCeX HUX, U HEKOTOPbBIE TOBO-
PST — BeJIMYAIIINM U3 BCEX.

— W yX TouHO caMbIM 00JbIIUM, — IpoOopMoTa bpeka: riasa Kpy-
[JIbIE, a TOJIOC — Cepbe3Hee He ObIBaeT.

— Kro pacckasbiBaeT 3Ty MCTOPMIO, ThI MJIK s1? — cripocuJi Topkenb,
MPUTIOIHSIB YEPHYIO OPOBb.

— Tl oTelr, — oTBeTUI bpeka, CKJIOHUB rOJIOBY.

Topkenb GBIPKHYII.



— Koneuno, CHaka 0b11 caMbIM 00abIIMM. OH BeIb ObIJI CAMBIM CTa-
pBIM, OTIIOM O00ToB. OHM HasbiBaau ero CrapeiimmM, OH BBIPOC UYIO-
BUIITHO OTPOMHBIM, KaKMM U THI MOT OBl BBEIPACTHU, €CJIM OBI €1 JOCHITa
KaxX bl IeHb C MOMEHTA pOKaeHU S Mupa. Ho 1 meTu ero ObLIN He TIBIKOM
muTel. Open, Mensenb, Bonk, JIpakoH m MHOXecTBO Apyrux. Pommya
TIOIIIeJT Ha ponmrya, cooCcTBeHHBIe neTu youau CHaky, 1 oH mai. M xorma
OH YMep, MUP pacKOJIOJICS Ha YaCTH, IeJIble KOPOJIECBCTBA OBIIIN YHUUYTO-
JKEHBI, B3JICTEJIM HAa BO3MYX WJIN OBLIV CMBITBI MOPCKUMU BOJTHAMU. DTU
TOPBI — BCE, UYTO OT HETO OCTAJIOCh, M TEIIEPh €I0 KOCTU MOKPBITHI 3eMJICH,
YTO OH PACKOJIOJI CBOMM IMaICHUEM.

bpeka npucBUCTHYJ CKBO3b 3yObl U TTOKa4yaJl F0JIOBOA:

— Benukoe, BepHO, OBIJIO 3peIuIIIE.

— Xex, mapeHb, BepHo. Korna 6oru Ha4MHaIoT BOHY, B HEil HET MecTa
nyctskaM. Mx kpax mpuBeJ K rudeiu Bcero Mupa.

— Xex, — coraacunach Opka. — U korga CHaka maJi, OTKpblach
besnna BeseH, 1 Bce Te cuIbHBIE, KOTTUCTBIE, 3y0acThie CYIIeCTBa, YTO
npexae oOuTaayd B HUXKHEM MUpPeE, ObUIM JOMYIIEHBl B HAILIM 3€MJIH,
B Hallle HeOO U Mope.

C MecTa, rie OHM ceiiyac CUACIN, MUP BBITJISI IS YUCTHIM M HETPOHY-
ThIM, IIPEKPACHOM, UCKYCHO CJIOXKEHHOM MO3aMKOM: 30JI0TOM, 3€JI€HOM,
CUHEM...

Ho Opka 3Haza, 4To Ha caMOM JieJIe ICTOPH S 9TOTO MUpa OblIa caroii,
HACKBO3b ITPOIMMUTAHHON KPOBEIO.

OHa mocMOTpeJIa HallpaBo U yBHJIEJNIa Ha 3eMJIe OarpoBbie KaIlJIv, 9TO
OTMeEYaJIH CJIell paHEeHOT 0 BoJIKa. U TipeacTaBma, KaK 3TU KaIlJIM Pacily-
PSIOTCS, TIpEBpAIIAlOTCS B KpacHBIC JTYKU, OPBI3XKET KPOBb, ITaIai0T IIPH-
3pagHbIe TeJla, U3pyOJIeHHBIC, N3JIOMaHHEIE, 3BEHST B BO3IYXe KPUK...

Imo kpoeaswiit mup. Mup 3y6086, u Koemeii, u ocmpoeo xceae3a. Mup
KPamKux Jcusneil u Mup cmepmeil, NOAHbIX 001U.

TyT oHa mouyBcTBOBaJja Ha Tuiede JagoHb Topkessi. OH MPOTSHY
PYKY Hal rojoBoii Bpeku, 4ToObI KOCHYTHCS JKEHBI.

Pe3ko Be1moxHYB, OpKa MOPTHYJIa M M3aajia AJAMHHbBIA HEPBHBIN CTOH,
TOHS$ MPOYb 0Opa3bl CMEPTH.

— DT0 OBLII XOpOLIN i OpOCOK, — cKasall TopKesib, TOCTYKMBas KOITbeM
Bpeku o sty ¢ Bomoii u Bee ellie He OTpbIBas B3rsiaa ot guia Opku.
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— Ho g xxe mpomaxHyicst, — nmpobopmoTan bpeka.

— 1 Toxe TIpoMaxHYJICS BO BpeMsSI MOCH MEepBOIl OXOTHI, — OTBETHUII
Topxkesnb. — Y MHe ObL10 YK€ ONMHHAALATH JIET, a Tebe Bcero aecaTb. Y TBOM
OPOCOK OBLJI JTyYIlle MOETO. DTO BOJIK YKpaJI TBOIO cliaBy. BepHo, Opka?

W on B3Bepoimna bpeke Bosochl 00JIBIION J1aJOHBIO.

— DT0 OBLIT HETIOXOM OpOCOK, — coriacuiaachk Opka, Iisaas Ha 00J1a-
Ka, TJIBIBYIINE C BOCTOKA. 3alaIHbBII BeTep THAJ MX CIOHA, U Max OH
CHETOM U TIPOHM3BIBAIOIIUM XOJIOIOM, YTO OYITO 3aXpyCTeN B €€ Ipyau
JIeNSTHBIMU ockokamu. Opka pe3ko BcTajla U HalpaBUJIACh Jajiblile,
3aKkynopuBas GJsITy ¢ BOJIOI.

— Pacckaxu mHe ene npo CHaky! — KpUKHYJI eii Bcaen bpeka.

Opka 3amepJa.

— Hey:xenu Thl TakK OBICTPO 103a0b1JT 0 CBOEM Apyre XapeKe? — CIpo-
CcUJjia OHa, HAXMYPUBIIKCh.

Bbpexa motynui rnasa, Bctas v rocienoBas 3a MaTepblo. M Opka mo-
BeJia UX najibliie, 00paTHO IO CBOALI COCHOBOIO Jieca, Iie 3ByKU BHOBb
CTajy ImyTalolie NPUTrayIeHHBIMU, MUDP BOKPYT OYATO CXKMMAJCs, BIOIb
TPOMBI CKOJIL3MJIN TEHH, a JIIOAY B30MpaiCh BCE BhILIIE ITO CKJIOHY. U mo-
Ka OHU LM, 00JlaKa 3aKPbUIM COJHIIE, MUP CTaJl CEPHIM U XOJOMHBII
BETEP 3allUIIC]I CPEIU BETBEM.

Korma mogbem ctanm kpyde, OpKa crajia UCIIOJIb30BaTh KOITbEe KaK
mmocox. Terepb oHa B30Mpajiach 10 CKOJIb3KMM KaMHSIM, ITTOXOXXWM Ha CTY-
TeHU, BOOJIb OeJ10it meHsmeiics peku. JlemstHast Boma IuiecKasia Ha TPOITY
M IIPOCaYMBaach CKBO3b CAIllOru U CKYThL. [1psiib CBETIBIX BOJIOC BHIOK-
J1ach n3 Kockl OpKU, ¥ OHA HEPBHO 3aITpaBuJIa e¢ 3a YXO. A TIOTOM 3aMe/I-
JIVJIa IIar, BCIIOMHUB, 4TO y Bpeku elle HOrM KOPOTKU TaK CKaKaTh
110 KaMH M, — 3aMeJJInjia, HECMOTPsI Ha TO UTO KPOBb ee Oy TO KuTieaa
M 3acTaBjisijla MBIIIIBI IpOXaTh OT HampskeHns. OmacHOCTh Bceraa
neiicTBoBaJia Tak Ha OpKy.

— IlpuroroBbcs, — mporoBopuJi czaau Topkenb, a morom Opka u ca-
Ma yuysijia 3To.

ZKenesHblit MpUBKYC KPOBU Ha T'y0ax, BOHb BBIBEPHYThIX KUIIIOK.

CkeepHublil 3anax cmepmu.

TponrHKa BbIBeJa Ha IJIOCKOTOPbE, TTIE I€PEBbsI ObLIU MOBAJIEHbI U CTBO-
JIbI OYUILIEHBI OT BeTOK. [Tokazaauck 00sbilasi XM>XKMHA C TPaBSIHOM KPhIILei

12



1 HECKOJIBKO XO3SHCTBEHHBIX MOCTPOEK, MPUJICTTMBIINXCS K KAMCHHOMY
CKJIOHY. BOKpYT TOMOB TSTHYJICS 4aCcTOKOJI, BBICOTOI1 ITobote, yeMm OpKa.
®depma Acrpuma.

K BocTOKYy OT hepMBI BHJIach BHU3 II0 XOJIMaM OOpora, BeayImasl,
IIOJIKHO OBITH, K cesleHnto Peyuryp u propmy.

Opka caesaia HECKOJIBKO IIIaroB 1 3aMepJia, BO3IeB KoITbe. TeM Bpe-
MeHeM Topkeab 1 Bpeka ToxXe IMMOTHSIINCH Ha TIATO.

[Inpokue BopoTa B IIEHTPE YACTOKOJIA OBLIN pacIIaXHYThI, U MEXIY
CTBOPKaMU Ha 3eMJIe JIEXKaJI0 TeJIO CO CKPIOUCHHBIMU PYKaMH M HOTaMH,
HEeCTECTBEHHO HEMOABM XX HBIMU. OIHA M3 CTBOPOK ITOCKPUITBIBajia Ha Be-
Tpy. OpKa ycabiiaja, Kak bpeka co CBUCTOM BBIIOXHYJI CKBO3b 3YObI.

OHa y3HaJa B JiexalieM Acrprma 1o IIMpoKHUM TijiedaM | IeBeTiope
1BeTa ceporo mMetajuia. OmgHa U3 ero pyk, TyCTo Iopociiiasi BOJIOCaMU,
TopyYaJia U3 pa30pBaHHOIO pyKaBa pydoaxu.

Ha miexy Opku onycTuiaach CHEXXMHKa, OfapuB KOXY IIEKOYYIIUM
TOLIeTyeM.

— bpeka, nepxxuch c3aau, — cKasaja OHa U 3alliarajia BIepes.

C Tpyna AcrpyMa NMOIHSIMCh BOPOHBI, Orjlalias BO3AYyX XaJIOOHbBIM
KapKaHbeM, pa3JIeTeNCh U PacCeJUCh Ha BEPXYIIIKaxX IepeBbeB. A ONUH
YCTPOMJICS Ha CTOJIOE, UTO AepsKajl BOpoTa, HabJroAas 3a JIIOJbMU.

[Tomren cHer, ¥ BeTep 3aKPY>KUJI €I IO TIOCKOTOPEBIO.

Opka nomoinuia u mocMoTpesa Ha Acrpuma. OH OBLIT OIeT B IIEPCTSI-
HYI0 py0axy 1 IITaHBI, B TUIAII M3 XOPOIIIETO MeXa, Ha OMHOM M3 3aIIsICTUI
BUIHEJICS OpaciieT U3 TYCKJIOTO cepedpa. Bomockr ero ObLIM cembl, TEIO —
XYyI0€ Y KUJIUCTOE, CKBO3b IBIPHI HA ONIEK I BUIHEINCH MOIITHBIE MYCKY-
a1, OnuH caror cieten. Psmom jexano Korbe ¢ TPeCHYBITUM TPEBKOM,
YyTh JaJIbIIIe — OKPOBaBJICHHBII 60eBoit Tormop. B rpynu AcrprMma 3usiina
IbIpa, ¥ IMIepCTSHas pydaxa MoTeMHeIa OT 3aleKIIeicss KPOBHU.

Opka oIycTHJIach Ha KOJIGHU, TTOIHIJIa OPYKUE U BJIOXKMJIA €T0 B J1a-
IIOHBb ACTprMa, MPUKaB OKOUYCHEBIIME MTaIbIbI K TOITOPHUIITY.

— OrnpaBsisiics 1o JOpore AYIII ¢ OPY>KHUEM B pyKax, — ITpoIlernTaja
OHa.

3a cnuHoit y OpKu pa3faaicsl HSpOBHBIM B30X ChIHA. DTO ObLI MEPBbIi
yeJoBeK, KoToporo bpeka yBuaea MepTBbIM. To JiM [e10 XUBOTHBIE.
OH nomoraJ 3a0uBaTth 3Bepeit, YTOOI MOIXKAPUTH TYILIW Ha Y>KMH, TTOMOTaJl
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MOTPOIIUTD UX U CHUMATh IIKYPBI, BEIMAUMBATh CYXOKUJIM S IS IITATHS,
IyOUTh KOXY JIJIsI CaIlor, YTO HOCHJIA €TO CeMbsI, BBIACIbIBAaTh PEMHU
¥ HOXXHBI TSI OXOTHUYbMX HOXKEH.

Ho BugeTs cMepTh APYTroro 4eaoBeka, XXM3Hb KOTOPOTO OTOPBAJIU
OT Tejia, — 3TO HEYTO COBCEM MHOE.

Ilo kpaiineii mepe, ecau 6uduuib 5mo enepauvle.

K ToMy Xe aToro ueaoBeka bpeka 3Han panbine. Bumen B HeM uckpy
>KM3HU, KOTJa OHA eIle ropeia.

Opka fgaja CbIHY HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHU 1 Ha TO, YTOOBI TPOCTO CTOSITh
U [JISIIETHh HIMPOKO PACKPBITHIMHU IIa3aMu Ha TpyIl. ['pynb bpeku yacto
B3JIbIMAJIacCh, IbIXaHWE OBLJIO IIPEPHIBUCTHIM.

3emJist BOKpYT Acrpuma Obljia B3pbIXJeHa, a TpaBa npumsTa. Ha Heit
BUIHEJICS HEYeTKU I OTIIeYaTOK MOJONIBEI. B HECKOTBKMX I1arax OT HETO
y3Ke TTIOYTH BIIMTAJIach B TPaBy JJyxXa KpoBu. Cliebl B B cTOpoHY. [1o-
XOXe, 3[1eCh KOT'0-TO TAIWJIH 110 3eMJIe.

To ecmb Acepum Koeo-mo 3abpan c coboil.

— OT0 oH Kpuuan? — cnpocu bpeka, Bce elie misias Ha TPyII.

— Het, — orBeTnna Opka, risiast Ha paHy B rpyau Acrpuma.

VYnap npsimo B cepalie: cMepTh HacTymnuia osicTpo. M xopoiio, Beab
nagajablIUKU YXKe ycreaun odboapaTh Teo. ['1a3a u ryobl mpeBpaTUIINCh
B KpOBaBbI€ paHbI MO KJI0OBaMU BOpOHOB. OpKa MogHecaa pyKy K JUILY
AcrpuMa 1 MpUIOIHSIIA TO, YTO OCTAJIOCH OT €ro ry0, YTOOHI 3aTJISTHYTh
B poT. JIeCHBI ¥ TIyCThIe TYHKHU M3-TI0J 3yOOB C KPOBSIHBIMM CT'YCTKaAMMU.
OnHa HaxXMypHJIach.

— I'me ero 3yon1? — npomenTal bpeka.

— TyT nobbIBaiu TEHHYPbI, — MpoBopuaia Opka. — OHU JOOAT
yeJjoBeuecKue 3yObl CUJIbHEee, YeM 0ejka — OpexH.

OHa OBICTPO OIJISTHYJIACh IO CTOPOHAM, OCMAaTPUBASI IEPEBbST M CKaJIbl
B ITOMCKAX JIFOOBIX MPU3HAKOB ITPUCYTCTBUS ITUX MEJIKHX IBYHOTUX CY-
mecTB. [ToonMHOUKE OHM MOTJIM TOCTaBJSITh HEyIOOCTBA, a TOJAMON —
OBbITh CMEPTEJbHO OMACHBIMU C UX OCTPHIMU KOCTUCTBIMU IMajblaMU
M 3y0aMM, 4YTO PEXYT CJIOBHO OpPUTBA.

Topkenb o6orHyn OpKy U BolleJ BHYTPb 4YaCTOKOJIa, BOISI OCTPUEM
KOITbsI 110 IIMPOKOI 1yre B MOMCKaX BO3MOXHOTO Bpara.

3aTeM OCTaHOBMJICS M YCTaBUJICSI HA CKPUITYUYIO CTBOPKY BOPOT.
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Opka nepeniaraysia yepe3 ACrprMa M OCTaHOBHUJIACH PsiIoM ¢ TopkereM.

K BopoTam Ob1J10 IPUOUTO TEJIO: PYKU IIUPOKO PACKUHYTHI, TOJI0Ba
6e3BosbHO OonTaercs. MnpyH, xxeHa Acrpuma.

OHa ymepJia He TaK OBICTPO, KaK MYX.

Ee XX1BOT OBLI pacIiopoT, ¥ KUK BEIBAJMJINCH Ha 3¢MJTIO CKPYUCH-
HBIM KJIYOKOM, CJIOBHO JIO3EI, OTIJICTAIONINE CTBOJI CTaporo ny6a. OT HuX
BCe ellle TOMHUMAJICS ITap, a Ha OJIeCTAIINe BUTKY JIOXUIICS cHer. Ee nu-
110 OBLJIO MCKaXEeHO IpUMacoil 60JIu.

Tax eom kmo kpuuan.

— Kto corBOpu Takoe? — npodopmMoTa TopKeb.

— Besen? — npeanonoxuiaa Opka.

Topkenb yKkazana Ha BOpoTa, TJe BUIHEJIaCh OCHOBATEIbHO BbIpE3aH-
Hasl pyHa, COCTOSIIAs LIEJTUKOM U3 OCTPBIX YTJIOB U TIPSIMBIX JIMHUIA:

— 3allUTHBIH 3HAK.

Opka nokayvaJjia ToJIoBoii. PyHBI cClTOCOOHEI cliepskaTh MHOTUX, HO HE
caMBIX MOTYILIECTBEHHBIX UyHoBUI 13 be3mHbl Besen. OHa orjisiHyJIach
Ha AcrprMa, BHOBb IOCMOTpeJia Ha paHy B €ro rpyau. Majio KTo 13 Be3eH
MOJIL30BAJICS OPYXHeM, IIPUpoaa M TaK Hajaelusia UX MHCTPYMEHTaMU
TSI TOTO, YTOOKI pe3aTh M youBaTh. Ha TpaBe BUIHEIUCH TEMHBIC TISITHA:
3acoXIast KPOBb.

Kpoes na monope Acepuma. Koeo-mo on cymen panums, HO ecau OHU
U nainu, mo ux omcroda yHecau.

— DTO0 crenanu Jau? — IpoxpuIresl Topkeib.

Opka 1oxasa mjaedaMu, BBIIOXHYJIa 00JJa4K0 TYMaHa 1 CKPUBUIIACH:

— Bcé€ 510 10XB, — TTpoMypJiibIKajia oHa. — OHM Ha3BIBAaIOT 3TO BEKOM
MUpa, 10O IPEBHSS BOiTHA 3aKOHUMJIACh U OOTH YMEPIU, HO €CIIN MUP
TaKOB...

OHa nojaHsiia rojloBy K HeOy, ToCMOTpeEsIa Ha TSKeJble Hu3Kue ooJia-
Ka, Ha MMaJarolInii XJIOMMbSIMU CHET ¥ CHOBA OITYCTHJIa B3TJISII K OKPOBaB-
JICHHBIM TpyIIaM.

— ODT0 BeK Oypb U yOUICTB.

— A rtne Xapek? — Tuxo cripocun bpeka.



