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A Belb paHbliIe 51 OblIa COBEPIIEHHO OOBIYHOM CTYIEHTKOM, C Ky4eid
MoApaboOTOK U elle 6OIBIINM BOPOXOM CTpecca.

ITpusHaloch, TO U Aeso0 Npolajaaia ¢ rojoBOi B ouepeaIHO HO-
Besuie UM paHguke, OAHAKO Ha JiejlaX 3TO HE OTPaXasocCh.

S ycepaHo Tpyauiach Ha BCeX CBOUX IMOApabOTKax, XBaTajaach
3a JII00YI0 BO3MOXHOCTh: HOCUJIACh ¢ OyMaxkkaMu B opuce, ocBa-
WBaJla HOBBIE KOMITBIOTEPHBIE ITPOTpaMMEI, BIOOABOK ycIieBast
NnoObIBaTh YaliHBIM COMeEJIbe UM TexHUKoM-nekapeM. Ho Bce Ha-
npacHo.

Ecnu 661 51 3HaJ1a, 4TO MO 1OpPOre Ha OYepPeAHYIO MOAPabOTKY MEHS
CcOOBET KaKOI-TO MPUAYPOK, TO, HABEpPHOE, yIesIa BpeMs UCKITIO-
YUTENbHO cebe, a He youBanach Obl B orice paau TOro, YTOOHI 3aTeM
MPOCTO pacIuIacTaThbCs MO achajbTy.

Eine npu >XXuU3HMU 51 4acTo NpeacTaBJsijia, Kak ObLIo Obl 310POBO
OMHAaXIbl IEPEPOAUTHLCS OOraTo apuCTOKPATKOM 13 BAUSITEIbHO-
ro pona. Ho, yBbl, MHE HE MOBE3JIO aXe C MNEPEBOIUIOIIEHUEM:
s cTana 3aoneiikoii JxxyoenraH, KOTOpoil yroToBaH BeCbMa KOPOT-
KU BEK.

OObIYHO Te, KTO MMoIaj B KHUTY, cTapaloTcs n3bexartb (JjiaroB
cMmepTu. Ho ObL10 y2ke 1o3nHo. MHe MPUILIOCh ClIeA0BaTh CIOXKETY
OPUTUHAJIBHOTO MPOU3BENCHUS U IPUINHSITH JIIOASIM O0JIb M CTpa-
JaHUSI.

«ZKanb, 51 He 3Haj1a 00 TOM paHbIIIE».

M Bce moToMy, 4TO S1 BCIIOMUHAIO MPOILIYIO XWU3Hb C ONO3aa-
HueM. Mos maMsTh BO3BpalllaeTcsl KO MHE TaK, KaK eil B3mymMaeTcs.

Bce HacToIbKO MJI0X0, UTO O CBOUX OTHOILIEHUSIX C 9TUM YeJIoBe-
KOM 51 BCIOMHUJIA... Tapy IHEl Ha3af.
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BHe3amHo MHE OTKPBIIOCH TEMHOE MPOIILIOE, B KOTOPOM S Ipe-
ciemoBana Muxanna, M TO, KaK s cTapaTeJIbHO NTHOPUpOBaja ia-
' CMEPTU, BCTpeUarolIMecs: Ha Iy TH.

«fI n3neBanach HaJl BCEMU, KTO MbITaJICS MpUOIU3UTHCS K Mu-
Xaumuy».

CTounjo Kakoii-To AeBYIIKe MOJOMTH M 3aTOBOPUTH C HUM, KakK
MPEXHSIS 1 HAYMHAJa HIBBIPSITh B TOTEHIIMAIBbHYIO COTMIEPHUILY JII0O-
ObIMM TIpeaMeTaMU, KOTOphIe MoMNaaaauch noa pyky. M mossossiia
cebe 1ro0ble OCKOPOJIEHUS U YTPO3bl, TTOJIb3YsICh BHICOKUM CTaTyCOM.

Hoxonuio naxe 10 3alyruBaHus ceMeit OemHsIXKeK.

«B pomaHe ¢ Bena ce6s1 OMEp3UTETbHOY.

M3-3a Takux BBIXOAOK Mpolioit xkydearaH y MEHs Ternephb MoJ-
HO Bparos.

PamoBaio mumrb To, 4TO S MoKa He CTOJIKHYJIACh HU ¢ KPOHTIPUH -
LIEM, HU C HACJIEAHOU MIPUHILIECCOI.

«M-ga, moxoxe, v 31eCh MEHS He KIST HIIETO XOPOIIIEro».

S Tskeno B3moxHyna. Mbiciu o OyaylieM ObLIN He CTOJIb 6€300-
JIaYHBI, KAK MHE OBbI TOTO XOTEJIOCh.

Bapyr g ycablimana MIrKuid rojloc Ha yXOM:

— Tol 3n1u1IbCS, UTO 5 OMO37aN?

JIto6onbITHBII BoTpoc. «Pa3Be st Koraa-Hubyab cepauiach Ha TeOsl,
Muxaun? He nymaio».

Muxaun. UmMs, koTopoe oTpaxkaeT Bce MOU uyBcTBa. YenoBek,
KOTOPOTO 51 OTYasIHHO JIlo0uIa.

Tak 3Bajiu I1aBHOIO TepOsl poOMaHa — TOTrO, KOMY s TIOCBSITWIIA
IOHOCTb.

Ho BoT g cMoTpena Ha Hero, a cepilie MOYeMy-TO OCTaBajloCh
PaBHOMYIIHBIM W OOJIBIIIE HE TPEIETAO.

«41 Tebs Tak n00UIa, a TeNepb YYBCTBYIO JUIILb XOJO0I».

B npoi1iioM oH Kazajca MHE cIiacuTesieM, TeM, KTO CMOT TTOBe-
PUTh B MEHSI, KOTIIA Taxke pOAHOMY OTILY 51 Obl1a He Hy>kHa. [ToaTomMy
s LIeTUISIIach 3a MaJielIlre 3HaKU €ro BHUMAaHUS U CTPACTHO XKax1a -
J1a 3anmonyanTh Muxauna. S mpumaBaia 3Ha9eHUE KasKIOMY €To CJIO-
BY U TPEBOXUJIACH, YIJISIAEB HEAOBOJBCTBO B BhIpaXKEHUH €0 Jn1Ia.
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4 mocBsTHIA eMy BCIO ce0sI 1 00sIIach, YTO HACTAHET IeHb U OH MEHSI
Opocur.

Ho BocrioMuHaHus 0 MpOILUION XKM3HU, KOTIa MHE MIPUXOINIOCH
IUIATUTh 3a 00yYeHUe, YUUTHCS, UCKaTh pabOTY 1 OMJIayuBaTh pac-
XOZbl... BCE OTO UBMEHUJIO MO€ BOCIpUsTUE — KaK Muxauna, Tak
1 MOETO TOJIOXKECHMUS.

A y3Hana, 4yTo yxxe IoJjarajiach TOJIbKO Ha ce0s1 U HUKaKO# «cra-
CUTENIb» MHE He TpeOoBaJjCs.

«Huuero cTpamHoro, s 1 caMa CMOTy UI3MEHUTH CBOe Oymyiee!»

Korna mazn 3 BocmoMrMHaHMiA HAKOHEI CJIOXKUJICS, 51 OTBETHIIA
Muxauny:

— 41 He cepXycCh.

Tenepb y MeHS HET BpeMeHU Ha ITycThble CTpagaHus. S criioTHYa,
U OH pa3apa)keHHO MOCMOTpPEJ Ha MEHSI.

— JIxxybenuaH.

MuHyJi0 yXe IBa rojaa ¢ Tex rmop, Kak s 3acTaBujia €ro BCTYMUThb
CO MHOI1 B oTHOIIeHUs. OMHAKO UX TPYyAHO ObLIO HAa3BaTh UIEab-
HBIMU.

M ero ToH 3TO TOJBKO MOAYEPKUBAT:

— Henb3st nonycTuTh, YTOOBI UTO-TO NOAOOHOE pa3pyLIMJIO HALIIX
OTHOIIIEHUSI, paBaa’?

OH BITIOJIHE cAepKaH U BCerna Croco0eH CIIaanTh YIJIbl, HO Ha ceit
pa3s B ero cjioBax Obli1a He Tpochba, a mpeaynpexaeHUe.

«9to0 nocaenHss kamisa. He Hecu yermyxu».

4l HeBUHHO cMOTpeJia Ha Hero 1, Kak 0ObIYHO, yJIbIOAIaCh.

BoT Ton1BKO Ceityac neiicTBUTENIbHO NUCKPEHHEE.

— He mory cepnutbest Ha TeOsI U3-3a MEJIOYEid, 51 3Ke TTPOCTO He-
MHOXKO noinyTujia. Bece xopoiio.

4 xorena pa3psauTh 0OCTAHOBKY, HO OH 3JMJIcs. Muxaui ycra-
BUJICS Ha MEHS C JeIaHbIM 0e3pa3IMIueM U BHICOKOMEPHEM, a MOST
MOTBITKA BCE UCIIPABUTh HE yAaIaCh.

— Takue myTKu He B TBOeM pernieptyape. Ha Te6s Hemoxoxke. —
OH nmoMoJjyall v ¢ MoJo3peHueM B3MISIHYJ Ha MeHs1. — U 3aueM Thl
MEH$ BCe-TaKu Io3Baia?
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4 MenyieHHoO HabOpaJia B JIerKKMe Bo3ayxa, HaOmonas, Kak Muxaui
IMOCTETIeHHO 3aKuMaerT.

«/la, OH uMeeT MOoJIHOE MPABO 3IUThHCS, [IOTOMY UTO s yKe He B IIep-
BbIli pa3 mpepbIBalo0 €ro TPEHUPOBKU».

Bce Mou mocTynku mpoluioro AaBUAM HAa MEHS, U s Oblila BbI-
HyXJIeHa IPU3HATh, YTO BeJla ce0s ¢ HUM He CIIUIITKOM XOPOIIIO.

MomMeHT HacTall...

— Muxawnn, npoury Te0s, CerogHsI...

— 4 npuuien, Beab Thl cKa3aja, YTO 3TO 3aliMET BCero rnapy Mu-
HyT. He TaHu... — OH nepeOua MeHs1, HO sl TIOHUMaa, 4TO eMy HeT
JieJia 10 MOUX CJIOBECHBIX UBJIUSIHUN.

— 4 roporuttock. Ecnu y Te6s1 HUUero BaxkHOro, To MHe mopa.

OH, eCTeCTBEHHO, CTapaJicsl OTIENAThCsI OT MEHS IMTOOKBICTPEe, U 51 3TO
TOXeE MTPeKpacHo MoHuMana. Muxauil He XKeJlajl TpaTUTh Ha MEHSI CBOe
JIparolieHHOE BpeMsI M He HaMepeBaJicsl MHe IoTakaThb. £ ke Toro He 3a-
cayxuBana. Jla OH U B MPUHIIMIIE HE XOTea ObITh CO MHOIA.

KoneuHo, oH ObLT BecbMa Ipy0, M MHE JaxKe MOKa3aJloCh, YTO
HE CTOMJIO JOBOAUTD INIABHOTO Ieposl eIlle CHIIbHEE, YeM ST YK€ CMOT-
Jia cebe MO3BOJIUTh, HO...

Janpiie ObLIO IIPOCTO HEKYAA.

— DT0 3aiiMeT BCEro MUHYTKY.

— S mpaBma He MoTy Oobliie XAaTh. Thl XKe 3HAelllb, CETOIHS
y MeHs BaXkHasi TPEHHUPOBKa.

B ero rnazax cBepkHyna exuaHas yCMellKa, U MOeMY TepIIeHUIO
MIPUILIET KOHEll.

«Bort xxe BpenHbIii rageHbin! bemHeHBKOTO MOMIPOCUIN 3aAep-
KaTbCsI HA MUHYTKY, a Y HETr0 U CEKYHIOUKM JUIITHENH HeT!»

A Bce mpomymaza 1o Mejodeit! 3a Tpu JHS TOTOBOPMIACh O BCTPe-
Yye, YTOObI HUKOMM 00pa30oM He MoMellaTh ero riaHaM. M B Ha3Ha-
YEHHBIH JeHb XXaJIa €T0 B IPUEMHOM 3aJIe UMIIEpaTOPCKUX phIllapeit
LIEJIBIX TPU Yaca.

OJHAKO 3TOT YeJIOBEK CUMTAIl, YTO MOE BpeMsI HUYETro He CTOUT,
3aTo Kax/as ero CeKyHjaa — Ha Bec 30JI0Ta.

«YTo X, ceituac y MeHsI HET IPUUMH TepHeTh TAKOE OTHOIIEHUE».
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41 rny60oKo B3MOXHYJIA U TUXO MPOU3HeCca:

— Ilpucsap. 4 oTHUMY COBCEM HEMHOTO TBOETO JAParolieHHOTO
BpPEMEHHU.

— 4, KaxeTcs, SICHO BbIpa3uJiCsl, YTO Y MEHS Ha TeOsI €ro HeT.

Ero ToH ObL1 yrpoxarouimm, 00J1bliIe MOX0XKUM Ha IITUIIeHHEe 3MEU.

Muxaua 4yBCTBOBaJI HaJlo MHOI abCOII0OTHOE MPEBOCXOICTBO.
M noxoxe, 6bL1 yOEXKIeH, YTO CTOUT €My IpUKa3aTb MHE IPBITHYTh,
Kak 51 C TOTOBHOCTBIO YTOUHIO — C KaKOIi e KOHKPETHO KPbIIIIHU.

A nomxHa Obl1a pa3BesTh €ro UIIO3UU.

— Orell B Kypce, 4TO CerofHs y Hac Ha3HayeHa BcTpeya. byaer
KaK-TO CTPaHHO, €CJIM Thl BEpHEIILCS TaK paHo, NipaBaa?

Korna s ckazana npo otua, ero Juuo okameHeo. Ortell ObL1 ea1H-
CTBEHHBIM, KOro Muxawui omHOBPEMEHHO U yBaxXkaJl, M OImacacsl.

— Jlato Te6e MsATh MUHYT.

A ykpankoit ycmexHynach. He Bepuioch, 4To Takoit 4e10BeK MOT
MPOCTO COINIacUThCA U YCTynuTh. Ho naxe caMom0BONIbHBIN phiLIapb
nob6auBajcs nepporo BouHa Umnepuu.

«CTounJI0 TTIOpaHbIIIe YIIOMSHYTh OTILIA».

MHe BCTIOMHUIMCh MOMEHTBI, KO/ 51 MbITAIACh HAa HETO MOBJIMSITh.

«Bce 0bL10 Tak npocto... HanmpacHo s ctpagana».

4 Oblla He B CUJIaxX CIEPXKUBATh JETKYI0 YXMBUIKY, KOTOpasl Mo-
sIBUJIACh HA MOMX T'y0ax.

TyT OH IpOU3HEC ellle XKecTue:

— Teobe, s1 cmoTp10, Beceno? Uto cMeliHoro?

Muxaun BRI pa3apaXkKeHHbIM, HO MEHS 3TO HU KaIlId He BOJI-
HOBAJIO.

Ceiiyac MHe He HyXHa ero 0JJaroCKJIOHHOCTb.

— 3a aBa J0JITMX rojia Mbl IIPOIILIN Yepe3 MHOTOE.

BeryrmuieHue nonyyuiaoch BeCbMa CEHTUMEHTaIbHbIM. Heyxenu
OH IMMOAyMaJl, 4TO s pellinjia 3aBeCTU OYePEeNHYI0 Oy CBOei T1100B1?

— To ecTb paau 3TOTO Thl OTOPBaia MEHS OT Ae?

Jaxe He ymocyXuics mociayliaTb. BeposTHO, Kaxigoe MITHOBe-
HUe, MPOBENEHHOE CO MHOIi, EMY B TSITOCTb U OH XaXJeT MocKopee
130aBUTHCS OT MOETO MPUCYTCTBUSL.
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«Ecnu Oyneirb NanHbKOM, TO MOJYYUIIb HEOOJIBIIONH MOAAapOK.
Ho Hano mposiBUTH KPYNUILY TEPIIEHUS».

Ecnu yecTHO, MEHSI HAQUMHAJIO OT HeTro NmoATallHUBaTh. OQHAKO
s MACTEPCKH HATSHYJIa CBOIO KOPOHHYIO YIIBIOKY, €Ile U3 TIPOILION
Ku3HU. [0l 001LIEeHNS ¢ HENOBOJbHBIMU KJIMEHTAMU U MOKYTIaTe-
JISIMU TIOLLIJTM MHE Ha TTOJIb3Y.

— 4 6ousble HUKOTAA TEOSI HE TTOOECHOKOIO.

— Toi ceiiuac o yem?

Ero peaxkuus MeHst He oco6o obpaaoBaia.

«51 mocTossHHO Te0s1 onpaBAbIBajia, HO BTO YXKe TIpeacs».

IIpu3sHatoch, 9aCTh MEHS pBajlach ITOIIPOCUTH OTIIA Pa3XaloBaTh
Muxauna. Ho noctynarb BOT Tak ¢ OOHUM M3 €ro JYYIIUX MOTUU-
HEHHBIX MHE He XOTeJIoCh. [la 1 OH Obl HUKOIJA 3TOTO HE caenaj
n3-3a Moeit mpuxotn. [ToaTomy s mepxkamach M3 MOCIESIHUX CUJT.
Benpb ecnu uto-TO MmoiigeT He Tak, MPOUTPaloO 3AeCh TOILKO S1.

K Tomy ke manblIire 1o CIoXeTy MOSIBUTCSI TEPOMHST, KOTOpast ooec-
MEYUT STOMY IIEPCOHAXY MOIIIHOE ITOKPOBUTEIBCTRBO.

«Hano 6nI mocTapaThbcst He cTaTh BparaMu. 3HAYUT, ITopa pac-
craTbesl Mo-xopouiemy. [a, 6b10 Ob1 ciaBHO. Bee, yero s xouy, —
HaKOHell TIPOXUTh JOJITYIO U CUACTIMBYIO XXU3Hb».

$1 9eTKO 03ByYMIIa CBOE pPEIIeHHE:

— 4 ornyckaro TeOsl.

Ho npocras ¢ppaza ero ozagaunia.

— Hy u uylb, Thl U BIPSIMb AyMaelllb, 4TO SI KYTLJIIOCh?

Ero capkactuueckuii ToH 0611 yMecTeH. Ilocnie Bcero, 4To 51 Ha-
TBOPUJIA, IPUHATH MOH CJIOBA 32 YHCTYIO MOHETY CIIOXHO.

Ho atoT pazroBop nopsiikomM MHe Hagoell.

— He ycnoxusii. — fl ycrama ToBOpUTh CO CTEHKOM, IIO3TOMY
MOCTaBUJIa YaIlKY C Ya€M Ha CTOJ U PE3KO MOAHSIACD.

Cuneth Ha MecTe ObUIO HEBBIHOCUMO. CTaTUUHOCTh, KAK MOETO
TeJla, TaK M Halllero o01Iero MoJIoKeHUsI, CBOAMIAa MEHS C yMa.

— TbI MOXelllb MHE He BEpUTh — TBOE MpaBo. S Bce ckasana: Mbl
paccraemcs.

41 yxe ObLII0O pa3BepHYJIach, KOTIa B CIUHY MHE TTOJETeNIO JIeAsIHOE:
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— Yto Xk, mycthb Tak. OgHAKO He cMeii OOJIbIle MOIaaaThCcs MHE
Ha TJIa3a M KPYTUTHCS TIe-TO TMTOOTU30CTH.

Bor Tak 3asBiaeHus. Mou yrojaku ryd CHoBa ApOTHY/IU B IPUSIT-
HOM TIpEIBKYIIICHUH.

«Heyxxenu o00ILIOCh U YIAJIOCh PAa30UTUCh €CIIU HE IPY3bsIMHU,
TO XOTSI ObI HE 3aKJISITBIMU BparaMu?..»

ITo kakoii-To mMpUUYKMHE OH MTPOCTO CMUPUJICS C Pa3PbIBOM. A 5T HU
0 YeM He XKaJieja, Bellb C MOMX IUIeY TOJILKO YTO yIajd KaMeHb. Terepb
MOei eTMHCTBEHHOMU MENTbIO0 OBUIO KUTh CBOIO JIYIIIYIO XXM3Hb, Ha-
claxaaTbCcsl MOMEHTAaMM U HaliTU HaCTOSIIEe CYacThe.

YV MeHs 6oJiblile He ObLJIO Ky4d MOoApadOTOK JIUIIb Obl CBEC-
TH KOHIIbI C KOHLIAMU: OTell 60raT U ero He 3a00TUIU HU 51, HU
Mou TpaThl. OrpoMHbIi oc. OT OIHOI MBICIU O CBETJIOM OY-
IyIIeM, KOTOpOe MeHS OXMOAJIO, Ha AyIIe CTaJlo TeIJo M CIO-
KOMHO.

A nocMoTpena Ha Muxauia 1 yIbIOHY/IaCh:

— IIpocTu 3a Bce u OyAb CYACTIUB.

HMckpeHHe moxesaaB eMy yaadu, S OKOHYATEILHO pa3BepHYJIach
U IBUHYJACH K BBIXOMY.

Korna g BcTpeuanack ¢ Muxauiaom, TO Bceraa HaaeBajia Heyno0-
HBIE, HO OYeHb KpacHBBIe Ty(GJI Ha IITIIbKAX.

OnHako ceromHs s1 BbIOpayia HeOOJIbIIOM U YCTOMYMBBIN KabyK.
W gyyBcTBOBAJIa ce0s1 Kak HUKOIIa yBepeHHO. Heyxkenu Bce n3-3a
nonaxoasieit o0yBu? CeroaHs s CMOIrjia YUTH OT HErO, PELIUTEeb-
HO cTy4Ya KaOJIyKaMu T10 TIJIUTKE U HE OCTaBUB JIaXe TOPCTKU COoXKa-
JICHUM.

«IIpoctu 3a Bce, 3HAUUT?»
Muxani IpOBOIMII B3MISIAOM YXOASIIYIO HEBYIIIKY.
«Yymb! OuepenHast NOMBITKA MPUBJICYb MOE BHUMAaHUE».
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OH ObLI yBEPEH, YTO OHA TIepeayMaeT, pa3BepHETCS U TIPUOEXKUT
obparHo. Ho, Bompeku oxXumaHWsIM, OHA Jaxke He OIJISIIbIBAlIach.
M xorna aeBy1ika HaKOHeELl MOKMHYA 3aJ1, KyJIaKy CXKaJIuCh.

«Heyzkxenm oHa mpaBma yInia ¥ Ha 3TOM Bce?»

Hxy6enmman Dmoit OnoiieH.

HeBylka ¢ rja1a3aMyu HE3eMHOM KPacOTHI.

N ecnu mmaza — 3epkano nymu, To y HxXKyodemnaH MOXHO OBIJIO
YBUIETH B HUX ITporacTb. OHa cTpanaia oT AylieBHoit 6one3Hu. Tou-
Hee, ObUTa omepXnMa Muxamiom.

IMocnenHue aBa roga oHa Tep3ajia cedst Bo uMs o6Bu. Beerna
cTapajach CJeIoBaTh 3a HUM, KyJa Obl OH HU HaripaBuicsa. Ctou-
JIO eMy 3aroBOPUTh C KaKOi-1ub0 AeBYIIKOIi, Ty cpa3y oxuaaaa
He3aBUAHAas ydyacTb: JxkyOenuaH HabpachiBajach Ha OCTHSIKKY.
A eciu ke OH oOpaiaa XoTh Majieiiee BHUMaHue Ha JI>kyoenu-
aH, OHa ObLIa Ha ceIbMOM HebOe OT cyUacThs U pajoBajlach Kak
ITypouKa.

Kak cobauka. I'mynasi cobauoHka, KoTopasi pagfoCTHO BUJISIET
XBOCTOM, JaXe ecjiu ee 0e3XaJloCTHO MHyTb. M BCcsakuit pa3 oHa
MpeaaHHo cliefoBaia 3a CBOMM XO3SIMHOM, XOTSI TOT €€ HEHaBUIEJT
U MeuTaj n30aBUTHCS OT LIaBKU.

OHa JuIIa K HeMy M YKacHO pasapazkajia, HO OH IpOIoIKall
TepneTh JIXXybennaH paau ee otia — repuora ®noitena. diasa Mu-
Xanja oH ObLI KYMUPOM.

«Bobt, donxcro 6ims, Muxaun».

Ecnu 65l repLior He ObLIT ee MOKpoBUTeAeM, Muxana Obl HUKOTLIA
He comacuJjicsl ObITh C Hei. A elle OH IMOHSI, YTO €CJIU MOKAeT
Ha 3TO0, TO U30aBUTCS OT APYTMX HA30MIMBBIX, HO O€CIIOJIE3HBIX XKEH-
IV H.

«Yeprt! ITouemy ke Thl BOAPYT Mepeaymana?»

Muxann HeBOJBHO CXXaJl KyJlaKM, KOTIa IeBYIIKa MOJHOCTHIO
CcKpblIach U3 BUay. EMy Bcerna kazanaoch, 4To 06e3 Hee eMy ToTJac
CTaHeT Jierye, HO Terepb OH MTOYEMY-TO YYBCTBOBAJI ce0s CTPaHHO.

«OHo u K nyymiemMy. MHe He TpuAeTCsI IULIE3PETh 3Ty HaIOSII -
BYIO 1I€BYOHKY>.
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Muxau oIbITaNCs TMEPEKITIOUNTHCS Ha 3TY 3APaBYI0 MBICIb, HO...

— Ilpoxknsitue, na uTo6 TeOs!

OH cTapasics 3a0bITh O Heli, HO HUKaK He MOT BBIKMHYTD [I>Ky0e-
JIaH U3 TOJIOBHI.

«[Ipocmu 3a éce u 6yob cuacmaue».

Ee nerkas ynbiOKa He njaBajia eMy MOKOSI.

«JIeT cTo Tak He nepexuBaial XoyeTcs ocKopee MOIHSIThCS K cebe
1 JIedb B KPOBaTh».

ITocne pa3psiBa ¢ Muxauaom s BEpHyJIach 10MOI 1 OyKBaJabHO
JieTenna K cBoeii KomHarte. OIHAKO ITOYTH Y LI 51 KOe C KeM CTOJIK-
HYJIaCh.

[lepeno MHOI CTOSITT HEBEPOSITHO KPACUBBIM MY>KIMHA, KOTOPBIit
repenay; MHe JIUIIb CBOU cepeOpUCThie BOJIOCH U TOJIyObIe I1a3a,
HO, K COXaJICHUIO, He BCIO (haHTAaCTUIECKYIO BHEITHOCTD. K TOMY e
OH 00JIblle MOXOAWI Ha MOero Opara, 4eM Ha OTLiA: YAUBUTEIIBHO,
HO BO3pacT He OCTaBWJI U CJIea BpeMEeHH Ha €To JINIIE, YTO Ka3aJoCh
TMOMCTUHE HEBEPOSITHBIM.

«Ecnm Tak moiigeT M manblie, TO O9eHb CKOPO HACTYITUT ICHb,
KOTIa 51 Oymy BBIIJISIIETh CTaplile COOCTBEHHOIO OTIal»

— Orell, BBl YK€ BEPHYJIUCH?

SI BcTpeTniia ero 60IpBIM PagOCTHBIM TOJIOCOM, HO ITYCTOM B3TJISIT
B OTBET HUYETO He BhIpaxay. M-1a, KaxeTcsl, IIPOIILIO YXKe HECKOJIb-
KO JIET C TeX 0P, KaK s TMOCIeTHUIA pa3 TeTUIO IPUBETCTBOBAIA €ANH-
CTBEHHOTO POIHOTIO YeJIOBEKa.

«Hukoeda 6oavue ne npuxodu crooa. llousna ?»

CoBa, ckazaHHBIE UM B TaJIEKOM IETCTBE, Ha BCIO XXM3Hb OCTa-
JIUCh B NIyOMHE OYIIX ¥ O0JBbHO KOJIOJIM KaXKIblii pa3, KOTIa s 0 HUX
BcrroMuHaza. [ToaToMy 1 HUKoTIa He 3aBOIMIIa C HUM pa3roBop 0e3
KpaiiHeit HamOOHOCTH.
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Ho Teneps nMmenach mpuynHa, 1Mo KOTOPO 5 ObljIa MPUBETINBA
U MIepBOM 00paTuaach K HEMY.

«$1 Xouy cTaTh MO-HACTOSIIEMY CUACTIMBOIN».

BoccTtaHOBMB BOCIIOMUWHAHUS O MPEXHEN XXU3HU, S OCO3Haja
KO€-4TO OYeHb Ba’KHOE: CKOJIbKO Obl 1 HU MOJIMJIA O JIIOOBU, OTEll
MOT OpOCUTH MeHS B 11000i1 MOMeHT. OH y:ke Iejaja TaK HeOIHO-
KpaTHo. I — 00y3a, KOTOPYIO eMy PUXOAUIOCH CKPhIBATD.

Pa3 yxx MHe He CcyxXIeHO ObITh TI00MMOIi UM, 51 pellna, 4YTo Mpo-
KUBY OJOCTOMHYIO XM3Hb U Haliy CYaCThe B YEM-TO WJIM KOM-TO
npyroM. M eciu g1 He cMOTY 3aCly>XUTb €TI0 JII0OOBb, TO CAEJIalo Bee,
YTOOBI 3aMOJIYYUTh POJAUTEIBCKOE COCTOSTHUE.

«/la, cuactbe B ieHbrax!»

KonHeuHo, y MeHS ecTb COBECTb, ITO3TOMY 51 He Oyny HarjaeTh.
BnonHe nocTaTouHO HEOOJIBIIOTO TOMECThS TIe-TO HA OKpauHe Io-
pona, Koe-Kakoil COOCTBEHHOCTH MO MeJoyaM U TUTYJa BUKOHTA.
4 >xe HeMHOTOTO MPOIIYy.

«YT0?! JIa 3TOro XBaTUT Ha BCIO OCTaBIIYIOCS, a TNITaBHOE — CYaCT-
JIMBYIO, O€3MSITEXKHYIO XKU3Hb».

Pa3 yx s cobupanachk TpaTUTh €r0 CPEACTBA, TeNephb ObLIO BaX-
HBIM TIOJJEPXKMBATh C OTLIOM XOTS Obl BUIMMOCTb HOPMaJbHBIX
OoTHolleHui. Beab eciau oHU OyayT TaKMMU K€ XOJOAHBIMU, KakK
U B OPUTMHAJIBHOM CIOXXETe pOMaHa, TO Y MEHsI He OCTaHeTCsl HU
rpoiua.

Bot 1 nonnia B xon Most bupMeHHas yibloKa CrieliMarcTa o mnof-
paboTkaMm.

— Bbl, HaBepHoOe, yCTaju OT CErOAHSIIHUX TPeHUPOBOK? OHU
y>KaCHO BbIMATBHIBAIOT.

Ho oTBeTa cHOBa He MoceaoBalo.

«/1a 4To X Takoe, HEYKeJIM TPYIHO XOTh UYTO-TO cKa3aTb? OT HEero ke
He yOyaerT...»

S Toxxe yesoBeK, U MHE OOMIHO OT MOAOOHOTO MOBEACHUS POIHO-
IO OTIIa, HO HE TO YTOOBI 3TO OBLIO YeM-TO HOBBIM U HEOXKUIAHHBIM.

— IMopHuMaliTech K ceOe 1 XOpPOIIEeHbKO OTIOXHUTE. S ToxXe Moii-
Iy B CBOIO KOMHATY.
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S monpoianack U yxke HalpaBuach Ha BTOPOI ATaX, TIe HaxXo-
JIUIAaCh MOSI CHaJIbHSL.

— CeroaHs He ObUIO TPEHUPOBOK.

A nymana, 4yTo MHe TouyauJoch. Beab s BepBble OTUYETIIMBO
ycablluanaa oTBeT Ha cBoit Bonpoc. Huskuii rojoc 3Byyan HempuBbIY-
HO, TaK IaBHO §I €ro He CIIbIIIAaa.

«Yero? He Mory nmoBepuTh, YTO OTE1] TOJBKO YTO OTBETUI MHE».

0O3aga4yMBIIMCh HA MTHOBEHUE, S YJIOBMJIA CMBICIT (Dpa3bl U CTUC-
HyJa 3yObl.

«Muxawnn, kak Tel Mor! 3asiBUJI, YTO HET BpEeMEHM Ha MEHs,
TeOe Xe HYXKHO Ha TPEHUPOBKY. 3HAUYUT, MOJYYaETCs, Thl COBpai?»

DTOo Nnepelo yKe BCce TpaHULbL: OH A0 CUX ITOP MPOAO0JIKaAI UTPaTh
Ha MOMX 4yBCTBax. B roysioBe gaxe rnpoMeabKHYJIO CMYTHOE KeJlaHue
BBIPYTaThCsl, HO MUCUE3JI0 TaK XKe ObICTPO, KaK U MOSIBUJIOCH.

«JIxxyoenuaH, ycniokoiicst! Tereps oH B mpouuiomM. Hano nocra-
paTbcsl ABUTAThC nanbliie. Briepea, B HOBYIO CIIOKOWHYIO KU3Hb».

MHoroneTHU OoNnbIT MOAPAObOTOK B MPOIIJIOM HayYUJd MEHS
He pacnajsiThCs I10 MyCTSIKaM U aepxaTh auiio. [Toka s BcmoMu-
HaJja ciydyau, Koraa MHe MPUXOAUI0Ch HaleBaTh 3Ty MacKy nepe
KJIMEHTaMM, OTell BHOBb 3arOBOPUII:

— A THI CeToJHS paHbIIIe OOBIYHOTO.

«Oii, neficTBUTEIbHO».

OOBIYHO g TAaliKOM ciieauiia 3a MuxauiomM, MOo3TOMY BO3Bpallia-
Jlach no3aHeit Houblo. CeromHs Xe 51 oKazanach 1oMa ropasao paHb-
111e, BeAb ITOC/e pa3phbiBa CIEIUTh 32 HUM OBLJIO He3aueM.

«CTOUT 1Y TOBOPUTH €My MpaBay?..»

Orell Bcelleno noBepsii Muxauiy, CBoeMy NpUOJIMKEeHHOMY MO -
YUHEHHOMY — KaK U B OpUTMHaJbHOM poMaHe. OH 4acTO BbI3bIBaJl
ero K cebe, BCSYECKHU CTapayicsl 00JETYUTD €ro CIIY>KO0Y, YAes s MHOTO
BHUMAaHMS U ObLI HACTPOEH K HEMY BechMa 100pOXeIaTeIbHO.

ITocKonbKy enMHCTBEHHBIM peOeHKOM OTILIa ObLia s — HelmyTeBast
I04b, — OH, BEPOSITHO, TOTOBWJI Muxauia K TOMY, YTOOBI ce/iaTh
CBOMM npeeMHUKOM. OT TaKuX MbIC/Ieil y MEHSI HEpBHO I€PHYJIUCH
ryObl.
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IIpexne MHe Ka3aaochk: 1 JISIIIHY OTLY YTO-HUOYIb — U OH 00sI-
3aTejibHO Ha MeHs pa3o3auTcs. [ToaTomMy Ha Bce ero BOIpoCHl Mpu-
XOIAUJIOCh OTMATYMBaThCs. Tenephb ke BOCIOMUHAHUS O TIPOIILIOM
HATOJIKHYJM MEHsS Ha MPOCTYIO UCTUHY: O€CCMBICIEHHO MbITaThCS
TOOUTBLCS €ro JI00BU.

OH NpUHSIICSA BCMaTpUBaThCS B MOM — YHACJIEIOBAHHBIE OT HETO —
ronyosle niasza. M roraa s1 6bl1a BBIHYXKI€Ha OTBETUTD:

— MpI 6osibliIe HE BMECTE.

A He ckazaJjia Bcero, HO 3TOro ObLIO TOCTATOYHO, YTOObI CAEIATh
BbIBOA. M cKpuBMBILIEeCs JIMLIO OTLA SIBJISJIOCH TOMY MOATBEPXKIE-
HUEM.

— IMpuunna?

Kopotko, Ho 1o geny.

A Bce monumana. OH pasrHeBajiicsi. MUHYTY Ha3aJl OTell MOT
He BOJIHOBATHCS O IMPEEMHUKE, TIOTOMY UTO y HETO Ha prUMeTe ObLIT
HaJIeXHBII YeJI0BeK B JIMLIE OyayIIero 34Ts, a TEIephb s eMy CO00-
111a10, YTO MJIaHaM He CY>XAEHO CObITbCSI.

HagsepHsika 51 Ha ero mecTe Toxe Oblia Obl HE B BOCTOPTE.

Ho Bce-Taku UMEHHO MHE MPUXOAUTIOCH UMETh Aesio ¢ Muxau-
JIOM U 3TUMM OTHOIIIEHUSIMU, a I XOUY CTPOUTD JIUYHYIO XXU3Hb TaK,
KaK MHe B3IyMaeTcs.

— 4] He HamepeHa MPOBECTU OCTATOK CBOMX THEH C YeJIOBEKOM,
KOTOPBI MEHS HeE JIIOOUT.

Otell MOMOPIIWJICS, IPEXAE YeM $ ycIea 3aKOHUYUTh (hpa3sy.
B ero rnazax 3axriach IpocCTh, X1 Y MEHS 10 CIIMHE IMo0eXaau My-
paliKu.

Bort uyTo oH xoTen cka3artb: «Tbl pewiuna nopeams ¢ maKum 6vl0a-
TOUUMCS YeN08EKOM U3-3a KAKOU-MO HeAenoll npuxomu ?»

JyMaro, B TOT MOMEHT MO€ CepJLie MOIJIO BHOBb pa3OUThCA,
HO HUYEro NogoOHOTO He Cy4Ynsioch. bosibHO yXe He ObL10. A BO-
BCE HE Ta MajieHbKasl JeBOYKa, KOTOPOI BejieJu He OECOKOUTh
ramy Io MycTsKaM 1 KOTopasi eMy COBEPIIEHHO He HYXHa.

— Orelw, 8 BbIiiy 3aMyX 3a YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPbI OyaeT MeH$I JIto-
ouTh. S xouy OBITH CUACTIUBOI!
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Ecau ObITh IpeneabHO YECTHOI, TO 1 0000 M HE TIaHUpOBaia
CBSI3bIBATh C€0s C KEM-TO y3aMU Opaka U cobupanach OCTaThCs
B CYACTJIMBOM I'OPJIOM OJMHOYECTBE 10 camoii cMeptu. Ho, mona-
rar, He CTOMT pacKpbIBaTh Cpa3y BCe KapThl, OTILY U TAKOTO OTBE-
Ta OyIeT 10CTaTOYHO.

Benb eciu cienoBaTh CIOXETY OpUTMHAJIBHOTO pOMaHa v BOOOILIe
MOTEPSTh CBSI3b C OTLIOM, TO U HE 3aMETUIIIb, KAK OH BJIOXUT B MOIO
PYKY KMHXaJl.

S TOABKO UTO MOHSIA, YTO JAXKE XOJOAHOE Oe3pa3auyuue JIyullle,
YyeM OTell, OTpeKaIUiics OT JoYepHr U CaMOJUYHO KUIAIOIIWi ee
B TIOPEMHYIO KaMepy. Bce mo3HaeTcst B CpaBHEHUU.

«41 Xo4y MPOXUTH TUXYIO U CITIOKOIHYIO X13Hb. [ToaTOMY He cTa-
HY ero 6€CITIOKOUTh U OCTaBIIIO BCe KaK €CTh. byny MenIeHHO TUIBITh
10 TEYEHUIO».

IIpexne a3Ta rpycTHast MBICJIb 3acTaBUIa Obl MEHS pacIuiakaTbCcs,
HO CeiiYyac 4YTO-TO BHYTPU MEHS CJIOBHO UCCSKJIIO, U CJIe€3 HE ObLIO.
Ha ¥ B npuHILIMIIE MHE OBLJIO YK€ BCE paBHO.

S cMoTpena B CIIMHY OTILY, KOTOPBII pa3BepHYJICS U TTOIIEN ITPOYb,
TaK 1 He IPOPOHUB HU CJIOBA.

«ThI He X0oUelIb B3ISIHYTh Ha CBOIO XKaJIKYIO 10Yb HAMTOCAEI0K ?»

OH BeYHO MeHsI UTHOPUPYET, TaK UTO MOJ00HOE MOBEAEHUE YXKe
He 3a/eBaeT.

A B3n0xHyJa ¢ 00JIeTYUeHUEM.

«AX, He MOTY 1OXKAaThCs1, KOTa XKe 100epyCh 10 KPOBATU U JISITY».

CeronHs ObLT OOJITUI AEHB, IIO3TOMY S MeuTalla IOCKopee OT-
JIOXHYTb.

MepuiivH, TU4YHas CIyXaHka jequ PJoiieH, HepBHO CIVIOTHYJIA.
«Hanerwoch, oHa cMOXeT AepxKaThb ceOsl B pyKax U He HaaeaaeT
IIYIIOCTEMN».
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ITocnenHee BpeMs 10HasI rocIioXa IpeObiBaja B YyIeCHOM pac-
MOJIOKEHUH JlyXa, YTO HE MOTJIO He pagoBaTh MepuiuH. Benb cTo-
WJIO JIEAW PacCTPOUThCS, KaK OHA HauMHaja pBaThb U MeTaTh. A Te-
Mepb, KOraa A0 CIYKaHKHU AOILLIM CIYXHM O pacCTaBaHUU TOCIIOXU
C Mapku3oM... M3BecTre ObLIO Kak packaT IpoMa Cpeau SICHOTO
Heba: TIPOCTO CTPAITHO, YTO JIEAU MOXET COTBOPUTH Ha Ceii pas.

«A meno cepbe3Hoe...»

IOnas rocrioxa ®doiieH moaKymnaza cCBoeil MIIOBUIHOM BHEIII -
HOCTBIO, Y IPUCITYKMBATh €1 HE COCTABJISIIIO TPYa, ONHAKO PE3KUE
nepenanabl HACTPOECHMSI MyTrajiv Jaxe MOATOTOBACHHYI0 MepunH.
B Te MomeHTHI, Korna JIxxyOoenuaH npedbiBaia B 0coOO0M paccTpoii-
CTBe, oHa OuJia noporue pamunbHbie (hap(OopOBLIC CEPBU3LI, pBaja
HOBYIO WJIM CBEXEBBICTUPAHHYIO OJeXIy 1 OblJIa CITOCOOHA Ha YTO
YTOIHO.

Torma cTaHOBWJIOCH CTpalIHO BCeit MpuUcCayre, a B OCOOEHHOCTHU
MepunuH. ITopoii eil kazanoch, UTO KoTna-HUOYIb U OHA TMOIaaeT
MO/ Pa3rOPSYCHHYIO PYKY TOCIHOXM.

Ho ona Hamesutach, 4TO 3TOT MOMEHT HUKOTAA HE HACTYIIUT.
MepuIMH MPOoSIBIsIa OCTOPOKHOCTh, CTapasich AaBaTh KaK MOXHO
MEHbIIIe TOBOMOB JJIs1 pacCTPOMCTBA.

— O, rocroxa, a s IpuHecsa BaM YACTYIO OAEXKIY.

Tony6ble r1aza, moxoxue Ha CBepKarllue AparolieHHble KAMHMU,
OeccTpacTHO 3aMepand Ha MepuanH.

CnyXaHKa OIsITb HEPBHO CIJIOTHYJIA.

«Ox, HEeyXeJH S1 YTO-TO He TO cKa3zana?!»

Ho Ha nuie nenu nosiuiack eapa 3aMeTHas yablOKa.

MepuivH He BUIesIa rOCIOoXyY Iapy AHeil, HO CMOTpesia Ha Hee
CJIOBHO 3aBOPOXKEHHAS.

«KpacuBag ynbiokal»

B Ty Xe cekyHay MepuinH noHsjia, 4To ycTaBujiach Ha JIxyoe-
JIVAH U CBEPJIUT €€ B3IJISIIOM.

— MepuiauH, Thl TOBOpUWIA, YTO MPUHECA OAEXIY, ITOUeMY Thl
3acThlja B IBEpsIX?

Vabpi6Ka ucuesa ¢ JIMla IHOM TOCHOXMU.
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Korga MepunuH onnoMHuUIach, TO COO0Opa3uiia, YTO HaTBOpUJIA,
u no0OeJiesia Kak MPOCTHIHSI.

«0x, mokpsle Tpsiiiku! Yto ke nenath?! Kaxercs, s1 ee paccrpoual»

Ha 10y ciay>kaHKH BBICTYITUJI XOJIOTHBIN MOT. [10 MO3BOHOUYHUKY
MpooOeXan XoJ0I0K, U OHa HE OCMeMBaJlach MOAHSTH IJ1a3a.

M Bapyr MepuinH ycibliiana 3BOHKUM roJioc:

— MepwinH, He HY>KHO OfIeX 1y, HAaOepH Jydllle BAHHY.

DTOT TOH BBI3bIBaJI OIaceHus. B HeM He ObLIO HU pa3apakeHusl,
HU FHeBa — KpaiiHe 6e3pa3InyHbIii HA0OP 3BYKOB, HECBOMCTBEHHbII
rocrioxe. MepuinH HaCTOPOXXEHHO MOCMOTpeJia Ha IOHYIO JIEAU.

3aTeM uX B3MISIbl BCTPETUIINCH, M Ha ulle JXXyoenuaH, mogo0-
HO BECEHHEMY LIBETKY, BHOBb pacliBea yablOKa.

— [a, u ellie IpUTOTOBb YCIIOKAUBAIOIIME COJIU IJISI BAHH, KOTO-
pble TIoJIe3HbI AJ1s cHa. A ycTaja, Xxouy cerofiHs je4b opaHbliie U X0-
POILIEHBKO BBICIIAThCS.

— X-X0polllo, ToTaa s 106aBo J1-J11 Bac Jia-BaHY.

Ha stoT pa3 MepuiauH He 3aMellIKajdach U MUTOM OTBETMJIA FOC-
MOXe Ha €€ MPOoCchOy, XOTh U COMBAIACh OT BOJHEHMSI.

«J/1auto xe ¢ rocnioxoii Takoe? I1psiMo cama He CBOSI... DTO MyraeT».

Ecnu 661 MepunuH KTo-To cpocui: «KakoBo paboraTh Ha roc-
MOXYy?» — TO, OTBeYasi YeCTHO, OHa Obl MPU3HAJIACh, UTO €1 PUXO-
JIUTCST HECTAIKO.

Jlenu ®noiieH HUKOTA He TTOTHUMAJIa HAa MepUJIMH pyKy, OHa
nenajna 6oapHO nHave. Ilcuxonornyeckuii Bpea 1 MeHTaabHas 00JIb
Yalle BCEro 3HAUUTENbHO XyKe (PU3NIECKUX CTpadaHUiA.

— 4 nonoxnmy, Korga Bce OyaeT roroBo. Criac6o, — 6€3MATEXHO
JobaBMIIa TOCIIOXa M ITPOIIeCTBOBaIa MUMO MepUJIMH B CBOM ITOKOM.

BmecTo KosKocTei, K KOTOPbIM IMPUTOTOBUIACH ClIy>XKaHKa, IMpo-
3BYyYasu JUIIb CJI0Ba 01arogapHOCTH.

MepuJinH ycTaBWIach Ha 3aKpbIBIIYIOCS Nepea Hell iBepb. M mo-
IIaTHYJAaCh — HOTU CTAJIM BaTHBIMU U COBCEM HE CIYLIAUCH.

— Mepunun?! Tel B iopsiake?

Munaamas nomoiiHua Ceia KMHyJAach ObLIO K Heit, HO Mepu-
JIVH MPUIIOAHSIA PYKY M OCTAaHOBUJIA €€:
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— He Hago, Bce HOpMaJibHO. Sl TTOATOTOBIIIO BaHHY, a ThI II0Ka
3aliMUCh OJIEXKIOM.

3akoHuuB gaBaTh Ceiie yKazaHus, MepuauH B3A0XHYJIA.

«X0-Xx0, 1ymalia, THeBa OyneT He uzdexartb... CeromHs rocrnoxa
BeneT ce0sl y>KacHO CTpaHHO».

IToxoe HacTpoeHMe TOCTIOXKH BCeTna 03HAYaI0 OTHO: YTO-TO WIIK
KTO-TO 00s13aTe/IbHO MTocTpaaaeT. Bonpeku oxxuaaHusaM MepuivH,
HUYEro U3 CTOJIb MIPUBBIYHOTO TaK U HE CIIYUYMIOCh.

Haxe Baza B KOMHAaTe OCTaJlach 11€JI0H, XOTS MePBbIM JeJI0M IoC-
roxa paszoupagach MMEHHO C CaMbIM XPYTIKMM.

Ho npuunHa Takux pe3Kux nepeMeH ocTaBajach HESICHOM.

«/la, na, TO4YHO, TOBOPIO XX€ — €€ MOIAMEHUIU!»

I1o Teny onsaTh Mobexanu Mypaliku, Ho MepuInH yIIOpHO 00-
poJiach C MAHUKOM U CMOTJIa KOe-KakK B3SITh Ce0s1 B PYKH.

«Ta-ak, Hamo BLIOPOCUTDH AYPHbBIE MBICIHU U3 TOJOBBI U COCPEIO-
TOUMUTHhCS HA pabote. Ha paGore!»

Ilepen ee mrazamMu CHOBa MPOMENbKHYJIA YBIOKA TOCTTOXKU.

«M Bce-Taku ObLIO B €€ JIMlie YTO-TO IedyajabHoe. Bo3aMoxkHO, oHa
MPOCTO ycTana...»

3agyMaBIIMCh HA MTHOBeHUE, MepUIMH B3I0XHYJ/a, a 3aTeEM pe3-
KO ymapuiia ce0s T1aJoHbIO 110 JIOy.

«J1a uTo co MHoi1 Takoe?! Hy-ka, xkuBo codepuch, MepuiuH!»

Bce. Teriepb oHa TOUHO He AACT CJIaOUHY MEPe TOCIIOXOM.

Yrto MoxeT OBbITh TIpUsiTHee BaHHBI? Teruiag Boga 1 yMUPOTBOPSI-
IOIMI apoMaT JIaBaHABI MPOTOHSIOT JOKYWINBbIE MbICIN. Ho crth
ObLIM Ha UCXOME, Belb CETOMHS 5 ceJiajga To, YTO BhIHAIIMBAJIA B rO-
JIOBE TIOCJIeAHUE TPU ITHS.

«Y®, MoxeT, 000iTHCH 0€3 BOOHBIX MPOLIEAYP M MPOCTO JieUb
cnatb?»
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DTy uacko S OTBEpIa.

«Hy yx HeT, Bce TOTOBO, HaIO ITOMBITBCS, a TIOCTIE OTIIPABUThLCS
B MIOCTEJb».

Tonpko ceiiuac s oco3Haja, 4To ObLIa Ype3MepHO Ipyda co Cliy-
KaHKaMu. MHe Jaxe CTaJo CThIIHO 32 BCe CKBEPHbIE MOCTYIIKU
10 OTHOLLIEHUIO K HUM, HO COIESIHHOTO YK€ HEe UCIIPABUTh, CJIUIIIKOM
no3aHo. Eciau Ob1 s1 BIpYT cTana BecTu cedst MUJIO U T100e3HO, B MO0
UCKPEHHOCTb HUKTO Obl HE ITOBEPUII.

ITosTtoMy s pemuia: «Bripens mocTtapaloch OBITh ¢ HUMU UyTh-
YyTh MSITYE...»

[Torpy3uBIINMCh B 3TU pa3MBIIIJIEHUS, I XKIajla, KOTmaa MeHs T10-
30BYyT. 3eBOTa Of0JieBala. YCTaJIOCTh Opaa Bepx.

«Ox, ma3a ciunatorcs... Kak xxe ObITb?»

JlamHo, TToTepruTiO ele TIITh MUHYT. Ecoii BaHHa He OyIeT ToTo-
Ba, Jiary cnatb. HecMoTpst HU Ha 4TO.

Crounsio MHe 00 3TOM MoAyMaTh, KaK B ABEPb MOCTYyYasu.

— locnoxa, BaHHA roToBa.

— [a, ceituac. — IlocneniHo OTBETHUB, S BCTaja C Kpec/ja v Hampa-
BUJIACh B CTOPOHY BaHHOI, MO3€BbIBasi OT CUJILHOM YCTalOCTH.

ITocne ouepeaHOro MpUCTyMNa 3¢BOTHI Ha I71a3aX BLICTYITUIIU CJIE3HI.

«Kaxk e s msMmyumuiach. Bpsia v 1 MOTy IPUHSITh BAHHY B TAKOM
COCTOSTHUW».

Sl momHeca pyKy K IIeKe, YTOObl CMaXHYTh KaIlIN.

— IOHnag rocnoxa!

MepuivH Bolllla B KOMHATY U MOYEMY-TO B yKace YCTaBUJIACh
Ha MeHs. DTO OBUIO COBCEM HETIOXOXe Ha ¢¢ TIPUBBIYHOE HEBO3MY-
TUMOE CIIOKOMCTBUE.

«A?.. Heyxenu oHa Buaena?»

JoJzxHo ObITh, MepuanuH 3aMeTUIa, KakK s1 pa3eBalo poT LIupe,
yeM 0ereMoT CBOIO I1acCThb.

«Kommap. Kak HesmoBko!»

Hapesick ucnipaBuTh CUTYalNIO, S YILIOHYIACH TAK U3SIITHO, KaK
TOJBKO CMOTJIA.

«Hy BoT 1 9 BIsinanace...»
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MepunuH 6bl1a TIPpodeCcCuOHANIOM U JaxXe He 3auKHYJIach IIpo
MOIO 3€BOTY.

— Bul B mopsiake?! — 06ecroKoeHHO CIIpoCcUia OHA.

«Hy, pa3 yX oHa moMHTepecoBajiach, MOXXHO CKa3aTh YECTHO!»

IToxoxe, MepunuH goragaaach, 4To OT CHOBUIEHUI MEHS OTHE-
JISIeT OMHO TONHATHUE BEK.

S oTBeTUNA €if, UyTh MOMEUIUB, BBITUPAs CJI€3bl U CHOBA 3€Basl:

— MepwiuH, g Tak ycTalia, 4To, MoXauyit, MpuMy BaHHY 3aBTpa.
He mmomokeTe MHe TTIepeoneThCcss B HOYHYIO pyOaIKy?

OHa MoJlya KMBHYJIa U TIpUHSJIACh XJI0moTaTh. OQHAKO JIULIO ee
ObLJ10 BeCbMa HaMpsS>KEHHBIM.

«HaBepHoe, s1 coBceM 3amoTalia OeIHSIXKKY>.

[TpaBmy roBopsT, YTO MOHSITDH APYTOro MOKHO TOJIBKO TOLIA, KO-
IIa caM OKaXeIIbCs B €T0 MIKype.

Terepb MHe ObLIO NECTBUTEIBLHO €€ Xajb: I M caMa B MPOIUIOi
KW3HU TOpOaTIIach Ha Kyde paboT Ha ITTOJICTaBKU.

O n1a, g OTJIMYHO MoHMMasia MepuIuH.

— Bupguib nu, g v ripaBga 6e3 Cuil...

OT Moeli NOMBITKY UBBUHUTLCS Y MEpUIMH [J1a3a MoJie3/u Ha J100.

— Yo BhI, uTO BhI! [ToXanyiicta, oTabixaiite.

OnHa Obl obuaesnach, caeiaai s BUa, UTO He 3aMeTuIa BCIO Ty pa-
00Ty, KOTOpPYIO OHA Mpoesaa, MojlydaeTcs, BIYCTYIO.

IToaTOoMy 51 moGaaromapuiia ee:

— Cnacubo, MepuuH.

Ha MruoBeHue MHe IToKa3ajloch, YTO OHA MTOIIATHYJIaCh, HO S CITU -
cajia BCe Ha yCTaloCTb.

S pyxHysia Ha KpoBaTh cpa3y, KaK OHa yljia.

«Ax, Heyxelu ¢ MuxaniaoM Bce KOHYEHO?»

OT panoCTy M BOCTOpPra MeHs MOTPSIXMBAJIO, U 1 HUKAK He MoIia
nepecTathb yiabibatbes. [TonyMaTs TOAbKO!

MHe Ob110 Xaab MepuiMH, KoTopas 3psl HoTpaTUJIa Ha IPUro-
TOBJIEHMSI CTOJIbKO BPEMEHHM, HO... MO CETOMHSIIHUI ycrex nepe-
KPBIBaJI JaKe YYBCTBO BUHBI.

BeposTHo, Tenepb MeHsT OXUIAIOT NPUSITHbIE CHOBUIACHUSI.
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