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— Oren Hamn HeGecHbIi, mait MHe cui, gait mHe Boau. IlycTh

pyKa Mosl He 3HaeT mpomaxa, ycTh Cepille He 3HaeT XaJocTu. 3a-
mutu, OTel, OT NPOKJASITUIN U SIA0B, OT BeIbMUHBIX B3IJISI0B,
OT MOpOKa U TOpoKa, OT...

OHa npuciyuianacs.

Jlec cnan. Betep He TpeBOXWII IMCTBY, TBAPU HE PHICKAJIM B Tpa-
BE, HO BO3AyX €Ba 3aMETHO IMoaparuBa.

[IpurHyBIIKCH, OHA TIPOKpPaach BIOJIb OXPAHHOTO Kpyra, BbI-
HUCKMBasl IJla3aMu TOTEM-UI0J1, TToAAe pXKUBaloluii ero cuiy. He to,
He TO, He TO... BoT oH!

— Oren Haml HebGecHblIl, — CHOBA 3alllerTajia OHa, BBIHUMAas
HOX, — nmait MHe cuJi, nait MmHe Boiu. [lycTh pyka Most He 3HaeT
npomMaxa, IyCcTh cepalie He 3HaeT xKajJaocTu. 3amuTtu, Otel, —
IBIIIAaTh CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE TPYAHEE, — OT MPOKJIATUIN U SA10B,
OT BEIbMUHBIX B3TJISIA0B, OT MOPOKa 1 MOPOKA, OT CJI0OBA AYPHO-
ro, OT...

CxaB B pyKe uaoJjia, OHa aKkKypaTHO BOH3MJIA B HEro OJiecTsiiiee
B IIoTyMpake jie3Bue. Ha mep6aToii moBepXxHOCTU (DUTYPKU BBICTY-
IMUAJIX TYCThIE KAl TeMHO# KpoBu. Ee 3amax 1mekoTraa HO3apu.

JBepb BeAbMMUHOM U30bI TPUBETINBO paclaxHyJjach.

OHa MorJ1a BOIUTH IIPSIMO ceifyac, He JoxXKuaasach Jlapusi, u CTONK-
HYTBHCS C BEIbMOI1 JIMIIOM K JIMILY.

Hacronbko 1u oHa 6e3paccynHa? [la, MOXXHO HE COMHEBAThCSI.

[lepemarnyB yepe3 HEBUAMMYIO TPaHUILY OXPaHHOTO KpyTa, OHa
MoJolIa K U30e U MepelphirHyjia IPpOrHUBIINE CTyneHU. Jlocku
JKaJJ0OHO CKPUITHYJIU, IPOrHYBIIKCH 01 e BecoM. OHa 3arjisiHyJia
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B 130y U BBIAOXHYJAa — HUKOro. Ham oraem Buces KOTes, 3aaHSISA
IBEpb OblyIa pacliaxHyTa HaCTEXb.

OHa nepecTynuia yepe3 pa3dpocaHHbIe HaA MOJY TPSIMKU U 3a-
mIsgsHyaa B Kotea. OmHOro B3risiga XBaTUJIO, YTOOBI TTOHSATh, UTO
CTaJio ¢ MJaIeHIIeM, TIOXUIIEHHBIM U3 IePEBHU, — €r0 BhIBAPUIIN,
MpeBpaTUIM B CTYIEeHb, KOTOPBIM BEIbMBI CMa3bIBaIOT SICEHEBBIC
CYKU U METJIBI.

— Omo3pana, — MpOoIIMIIEIa OHa CKBO3b 3YObI.

IlonxBaTuB Cc Mojia OCTAaTKU OACXKIbl, BapHa BhIILIA HA YIUILY.
Bricoko B Hebe Bucesa J1yHa, npubauxaiacsd BeabMUH 4yac. Ecnu
OHU XOTST HAWTU BebMYy CErOIHS, UM HYXHO KaK MOXHO CKOpee
JoOpaThCs A0 AEPEBHU.

BapHna mBbeIpHYyIa OeX 1y Ha CTOJ U yIiepJia pyKu B Ooka. /lepeBeH-
CKUIi cTapoCTa, TIIEAYIIHBII, OOPIO3TIIUN MYXUYOK, CKPUBUIT
TOHKUE TI'yObl.

— He cnipaBunacey? — 1eJ10BUTO OCBEIOMMJICS OH.

— He cnipaBuiiach? — 9XoM OTKJIMKHYIach oHa. — BenbMma 3Ha-
Ja, uTo s uay! B Baleil gepeBHe eCTh KpbIca, KOTOpasi mMpeaymnpe-
INJIa €€ 0 MOEM TOSIBJICHUH.

— Kpsicel ecTb Be3ae. — CrapocTa moxaJ redamu. — Jlymaer-
Csl MHE, 5T MOTY Te0€ HE MJIATUTh.

— A MHe aymaeTcsi, — OHa CXBaTuJia ero 3a BOpoT pybaxu
U TIPUTSIHYJA K cebe, — YTO I MOTY CIYCTUTh Ha TeOsI CBOETO
MepTBela.

My>XUK MOOJIEHEN, ETr0 B3JISIA METHYJICSI K TEMHOMY yTJTy 3a €€
CIUHOM.

— Oren Ha1 HeGecHbIii, — Mpoxpures oH, — 3alIUTH...

Bapna oTTonkHy1a ero u ckpusuiachk. Hayuu gypaka 6ory mo-
JIUThCS — OH U JI00 cebe pacinbeT, Kak U3BECTHO.

— 3o0J10TO, — NMOTpebdoBaja oHa.

— IlonoBuHY, — cKa3aJ cTapocTa.

M3 TeHu GecriyMHO BBICTYTIUJI YeJIOBEK B uepHoM mainie. OH
aKKypaTHO CIBUHYJ KAIMIOUIOH, TaK, YTOOBI My>KUK CYMEJI pACCMO-
TPETh €ro JINLIO, U XPUTLJIBIM F'OJIOCOM CITPOCUIL:

— ¥V Hac npo0OyieMbI?
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CrapocTta oceHus cedst KpeCTHBIM 3HAaMEHUEM U, COOpaB ocTaT-
KU MYXECTBa, 3ar0JIOCUIIL:

— YnbIps Ha YeCTHOTO YesoBeKa CIycTUTh pentuia?! d coobury
Ky[a cJaelyeT, s Haluuy...

— DTO THI-TO YeCTHbIH yenoBek? — Jlapuii onepcst Ha CTOJ U TIPU-
OJIM3UJICS K JIUILY CTapOCThl. — YecThio OT TeOsI U He MaxHeT.

— Mpaunsiii B3Bog noyxkeH...

— Hwudero on Tebe He moirkeH! — pssBKHYyJna Bapua. — JInbo
IJ1aTu, 1100 caM OTIpaBJISCA Ha BeabM OXOTUThCsI! Ho 4TOO ThI
3HaJl, TOJIbKO BbIiJIElb U3 AEPEBHU — KaK OT TeOsl, KpOMe Carlior,
HUYEro He ocTaHeTcs!

Hcnonnobbs rasias Ha Japusi, ctapocTta BeITAlIWII U3-3a TTA3y X1
MO3BSIKMBAIOII U1 MEIOUeK 1 Opocui ero K Horam BapHHbl.

— Ha! INomaBuce! M 4T06 MyXy Bamero B Mocii fepeBHE He OBIIIO!

— A Bellb MOTJIM OBl MO-XOpOIlIEeMY A0TOBOpUThCs. — Jlapuit
HAKJIOHUJICS Y TIOHSIJT KOUIEb.

— Benbma BepHeTcst v 3a0epeT Ballux aeTeit, — ckazana BapHa. —
Tbl oxxaneellb, 4TO MPOrHaJ Hac.

— Ilouriu mpoyb U3 MOEro AoMa, aJaMOBBI IeTU! — 3aBOITNJI
MY3KMK, OpbI3XKa CJIIOHOA.

OTBecuB CTapoOCTEe U3/eBATEILCKU BEXJIMBBII MOKJIOH, Jlapuit
OTKPbUI IBepb U mpomnycTtui BapHy Brnepen. OHa Harpaausa ero
TSIKEJIBIM B3IJISIIOM U MIpOBOpYaJia:

— Thbl cHOBa Bezellb ce0st KaK CKOMOPOX.

— C TakuMu, Kak 3TOT, MO-Ipyromy Henb3d. He B npaky xe
JIe3Th?

— 41 OB IpenroYia XOPOIUIYIO IPaKy.

OHa 006J10KOTHJIaCh HA KOHOBSI3b U YCTAJIO MOTEpJia MEPEHOCUILY.
Pa3s B nepeBHe ecTb BeilbMa, OHU HE MOTYT yexaTb, Aaxe ecu cTa-
pocTa MOTOHUT UX (hakeJaMu U BUJIaMU.

— Ynbipem 0603Bal MeHsI, — 00uKeHHo cka3an Japuii. — Crnbl-
masna?

— Ipenpiayiiero cTapocTy OH He neperioHya. TBapuHa He-
MepTBas, xa!

— Eute, moMmHuUTCS, KOE-KTO 3BaJl MeHs ymepTBueM. He tak
yX U aJIeK OH OblJ1 OT UCTUHBI, BEPHO?
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BapHa nmocmoTpena Ha ero u3MoXKAeHHOE JTUIIO U CIIPOCUJIA:

— Korma B mocinenHuit pa3 MBI IIPOBOIMIIN PUTYyas?

— VYXe 1 He BCTIOMHUTh. — Jlapuii MOAHSII MOJIOUHO-0eIbIe
r7a3a K HeOy M IpUHSJICS cUuTaTh. — HeCcKoabKO JYH MUHYJIIO
C MPOILLJIOTO pasa.

BapHa B3sj1a ero pyKy B CBOIO M CTSIHYJA ¢ Hee nepyarky. Ot-
pociuire KOTTH BBHITJSI IS OpUTBEHHO-OCTPBIMU, IO OJIeAHOM
KOXeil OyTrpUJINCh TEeMHBIE BEHHBI.

— KaxeTcst, HaM cHOBa IIPUAETCSI HAlaCTh HAa CTApYILIKY, —
B3IOXHYB, 3aKJIIOUMJIa OHA.

Bapna HanpsikeHHO BCcMaTpuBaJiach B TEMHOTY, oka Jlapuii mepe-
MMHAJICSI C HOT'M Ha HOTY Ha IOpore nokocusieiics n3onl. Ha ctyk
HUKTO HE BBIIIEJ, HO BHYTPY TOYHO KTO-TO €CTh — 3a 3aTSIHYTHIM
ObIYBMM ITy3bIPEM OKHOM JAPOXMUT I1IaMsI CBEYU.

Hapuii cHoBa poOKo rocTyyasn. U3HyTpu TOHECIUCH IIapKalole
LIaru, ABepb MPUOTKphLiIach, 1 BapHa yBuaena coroeHHYIO cTapylii-
KY B IIyXOBOM IIJIaTKe, HAKUHYTOM Ha NMTOHUKIIKE TIJICYH.

— Kakas sscHasg Houb cerogHsi, — ckasal Jlapuii, — mnooporo
Tebe Beuepa.

— Yero Ha0? — HEMPUBETINBO OCBEIOMUJIACH CTApYyIIKa.

— 3alies o 3apaBuM TBOEM CIIPaBUTHCS, Y3HATh, HE HYKHO JIU
TeOe Yero.

— Yyp meHs, — npobopmMortasa Bapyr crapyiika. — Yyp! He ne-
pecTyInuTh Tedbe MOEro rmopora, He...

— I-1m1-m1... — JJapuii HaKJIOHUJICS K HEM M 3aTJISTHYJI B IO~
Onekinue riaasza. — Boyctu meHs.

3aBopOXEHHasI ero B3IJIsII0M, X03siiKa OTCTynuIa. BapHa B3mox-
HyJa, IMMOKpenye IepexBaTuiaa pyKosiTb KMHXKaJja U BOIIJIa B U30y
cienom 3a Jlapuem.

— Hu xpacHoro yria, HU UKOH, — 3aMeTua oH. — KpecTtuiu
TeOs1, KpacaBuia?

Crapyuika 3apieach, CMOPIICHHbBIE IIEKW HAJTUJIUCh PYMSTHIIEM.

— He xpectunu, — oTBeTHIa OHA, TIpsiya CMYILIEHHYIO YIBIOKY.

— OKaxu MHE 4eCTh, HEe OTKaKM 3a0JIyaIIeii nyIe — MOACIUCH
KPOBBIO.
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Hapuii KapTUHHO MOKJOHUJICS, BCTAJ HA OJHO KOJIEHO U B3SLJ
CTapylIKYy 3a pyKy. Ta, 3aBOpOoXEHHAasI €ro B3MIsI0M, OXHYJIA U 3a-
KUBaJa.

Bapna nmocmoTtpena Ha [lapyust — 1 TOpbKre BOCIIOMUHAHU S
OXWJIW, BO3Bpalllasi €e B MX MpauHOE MPOIILJIoe.

OH ObLI ee ApyroM, OpaToMm IO Bepe U BO3JI00JeHHBIM. Bee
JIETCTBO OHU BMECTE MOJIUJIUCH, NEIUJIN €1y U HEB3TOJlbl, MOPOIA
Jaxe crajayd B OHOM nmocTtenau. A Tenepb... OH HUKOrIa He CTaHeT
MY>XYMHOI, ero BoJIOC He TPOHET CeAMHa, JUIIO He U300po3asaT
cTapyeckue MOpIIWHBIL. Jlapuii MepTB yXe AeCATh JIET.

— Tr1 Ha MeHs# T1a3eenib. — OH mocMoTpel Ha BapHy u 1ykaBo
yIbIOHYICS. — CUJIBHO S UBMEHMJICS 32 MPOILLEAIne rofbl?

OHa nmoMopuInIach:

— Yuraeib Mou MbicIu?

— MHuorpa. — OH XecToM NMOMpOCKuJI y Hee HOX. — UTo cKaxkellb,
Bapwna, 51 Bce elne crmoco0eH 3aBoeBaTh Ybe-HUOYOb cepraiie?

— Tsl kpacuB Tak Xe, Kak B TOT JIeHb, KOT/Ia TBOE CEep/lie OCTa-
HOBUWJIOCh, — HEXOTSI OTBETUJIA OHA.

— Tlepenait mue dusiry. — lapuii npotsinyn pyky. — M cmacu6o
Tebe 3a 3Ty 0€300MIHYIO JIOXKb.

Ero nuuo yxe Hauajao MeHsThCS: OJieHasi KOoXa HaTsSIHYJach
Ha CKyJax, BEpXHsI s rydoa mpunoaHsjack, OOHaXas OCTPhIE PE3IIbI.
3aTsiHyThle TOCMEPTHO TEeJICHOU 11a3a UCTICIIPUJIU aJlble XKUJIKH,
Ha I1Ie€ TPOCTYNUIN TEMHBIE BEHBI.

OH npoBeJ1 JIE3BUEM 110 PyKe CTapyLIKU U, TIPEXKIE UM MOJCTABUTD
(sKKy, TPOHYJT TTOpE3 TaibleM. bynb xo3s1iiKa JoMa KpeleHon —
MPUKOCHOBEHUE K €€ KPOBU MPUUMHUJIO Obl EMY HECTEPITUMYIO OO0JTb.

[Mapwnii HUKorna He HanajgaeT Ha Jwoneil. [IpuHsB cBoto 3aBUCH-
MOCTb OT 4yKOI KPOBU, OH CMUPUJICS C HEM, HO OTKA3aJICS OT OXO-
ThI, IPEITIOUTS €/ MITKYIO HACTOMYUBOCTD U Aap yOEeXKICHUS,
MOJIYYEHHBI Mocjie TEMHOTo nepepoxaeHus. Kaxaplii yuenosexk,
Yy KOTOPOT'O OH OpaJl KpOBb, OCTABAJICSI B JOOPOM 3[paBUU MOCIIE ETO
BU3uTa. HackoJibKo 3TO BO3MOXHO.

— 4 enBa cabllly CTYK €€ cepAla, — BIAPYT CKas3a OH.

— ¥ Hac HeT BpeMeHU UCKaTh KOro-To Apyroro. — BapHa mo-
CMOTpeEJIa Ha CTYCTUBIIYIOCSI ThMY 32 OKHOM.
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— W mouemy ThI Bcerna BeIOMpaeilb CTapuKOB?

— [loTomMy UTO UX CJIOXHEe BCEro oOpaTUTh B HOBYIO BEPY, —
oTpes3aja oHa.

— A §-TO AyMaJi, UTO Thl PeBHYEIIb MEHS K IOHBIM Ji€BaM, rOTO-
BbIM OECKOPBICTHO TMOAECIUTHCS CO MHOU KPOBBIO.

OHU OOMEHSTUCh MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHBIMUY B3MIsinaMu, dapuii
MSITKO yJIBIOHYJICS, U BapHe npujioch NpuIOXUTb YCUTHS, YTOObI
HE yJbIOHYTbCS B OTBET.

— WM g Bce emie Te6e HE OTBpaTUTEICH?

— WHorna, — cka3aja oHa, — Korja 3a0blBaelllb, UTO Te0e HYX-
HO MUTb KpoBb. [ToTOpomnuck, 1yHa yke B3olLIa.

Hapuii noctan U3 Meniouka Ha nosice AJMHHYI0 T0JIOCy TKaHH,
HAJEeXHO MepeBsi3ai Mopes U, J0BEPUTEbHO TJsIs CTapyIlKe B IJa-
3a, MPOUIeNTal:

— 3abynb o Haieil BcTpeue. Thl MopaHUJIach, MOKa Tackaja
JipoBa. 3anpu 3a HAMU JBEPb U JIOXKUCH CMATh.

Ta nenoBUTO KMBHYJIA, MTOMPaBUJIa MJIaTOK Ha MJeYax u, 10X /1aB-
LIKCh, MOKA OHU OKAXXYyTCs 32 TOPOTrOM, 3aKpbljia IBEPb Ha XJIUIKU I
3aCOB.

— Hanmonro Tebe xBaTuT ee KpoBu? — cripocuia BapHa.

— CKOJIBbKO-HUOYOb MMPOACPXKYCH.

ITpoBepuB, HalexXHO JIU MPUBSI3aHbI Jomaau, Japuit B3sia ce-
NEeJIbHYI0 CYMKY, U OHU HalpaBUJUCh K TEMHEIOIIIEe} rpoMajie jieca.

PacrnionoxuBuiuch Ha paccTeJeHHOM Ha 3emJie Iialle, BapHa
HayaJja MpUroToBJIEHUS: 10CTaja KOMOK CITyTaHHBIX BOJIOC, CKJISTH-
KY C CepbIM MEerJIOM U KoTeJoK. Japuit nprHec BETKU U pa3Be
HeO0OoJIbIION KoCTep.

— He paznyBaii Tak CUJIbHO: HaM Bellb HE HYXKHO, UTOObI KPOBb
CBEpHYJach, — ckasajia BapHa, akKypaTHO Bbly>KUBasi BOJOCOK
U3 CIIyTAHHOTO KOMKa.

— Kto npunymain no6asistes Bojiochl OynHuiibl? — apuii
3aKaTuJ riasa.

— Tot xe, KTO pelina 100aBUTh Mpax 3aayliieHHoro. — BapHa
BbIChITIajia TOPCTKY TerJia B MOXONHbIN KoTesok. — JlaBait asry.

CTOMJI0 KPOBU KOCHYThCSI OCTaIbHBIX MHTPEINEHTOB, KaK I'yCTOM
Oenblil map MojHsJCA HaJ KoTeJKoM. BapHa nmonBecua ero Han
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elBa TOPSIIIIMM KOCTPOM U IIPUHSIACh IOMEIINBATh BAPEBO TYT Xe
nonoOopaHHOI BETOUKOIA.

— Paznesaiicg.

Hapuii MOCIYIIHO pacCTErHYJI IIMPOKU I KOXaHBIMA MOSIC, CTAlIUI
py0axy 1 BcTaJl Ha KOJIEHU, SIBJISISI B3MISAY UCTIEIIPEHHOE I paMaMU
tejo. B nyHHOM cBeTe BapHa pasrmisnena BeIcTynarlie pedpa
U TIO3BOHKMU.

— Tsl mouty Beicox. [ToueMy He ckazaj paHblie?

— 4 monxeH OBLI cKa3aTh 00 3TOM 10 UJIM TTOCJE TOT'0, KaK Thl
HalllJIa BHIBApEHHOTr0 MJlaJieHIIa B YOeXKWIIe BeAbMbI? — SI3BUTEb-
HO ocBenoMuJcs Japuii.

OHa pasnpaxeHHo (BIpKHYJIAa M CHsLJIa KOTEJIOK ¢ orHsl. Harnys-
IIUCh K HeMy, BapHa BOoxHy1a rycToii map 1 3aiiernTaia:

— Iloka roput B HeGe COJTHIIE ICHOE, TTOKa IO, HOTaM1 MOMMU MaThb
ChIpa 3eMJISI, IOKA KUITUT B XKUJIaX MOMX KPOBb, UMEHAMU TaBIINX. ..

— ...MMEHaMM BOCCTaBIINUX, — 9XOM OTKJUKHYJICS apuii.

— ...AMEHaMM HECIISIINX, UMEHAMU NPOKJISTHIX, UMEHaAMU
CBSITBIX...

— ...AMEHAMU CBOMX, UMEHAMU 9YyKH1X 3aKJIMHAI0 UYKYIO IJIOTb...

— ...3aKJIMHAIO CBEXYIO KPOBb...

— ...3aKJIMHAIO XEe/Yb...

— ...3aKJIMHAIO TEJIO TBOE...

— ...IIPUHSTH AYIIY MOIO...

— ... OCTaBMTb €€ 3/1eCh HaBeK, ITI0Ka CMePTh HE HACTUTHET MeHsI!

Bapna nepenasna kotesiok Jlapuio, 1 OH 3aJITOM BbITIUJ 3aTOBO-
PEHHYIO KpoBb. Ero Tej10 MrHOBEHHO HAJUJIOCh XKU3HEHHBIMU
COKaMM, KOXa Ha I'pyAu pa3rjiaauiach, ITOA Heil MPOCTYIUIN MbIIII-
1bl. JIETKMi1 pyMsIHEIl OKpacuJl 1IeKHr, Oejiechble rj1a3a MepTBela
3absectesnu. OH T1y00KO BIOXHYJI U MPOXPUTIEI:

— M stumu rydbamMu TeI oOpamiaeinbes K [ocrmony?

Bapna He ymocTousa ero oTBeToM, ITOAHSIJIACh HA HOTHU, OTPSIX-
HyJia IITaHbI U OIJISIAEIACh.

— I'me-To 3m€ech mOJIXKEeH Teub pyueil. MHe Hy>KHO CMBITH C ce0st
I'psi3b.

— W To BepHO, B TAKOM BUAE T€OsI HU HA OTHOM MOCTOSIJIOM
IBOpPE HE MPUMYT.
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— IlneBarb Ha ABOp. — OHa OTBsA3aj1a JIOLIAAb U TIOBEJIA €€ 3a CO-
00it. — MbI 1OJIKHBI yOpaThcs OTCIOAA.

— Bapmna...

— Tloenem nanbiie, s fymaro...

— Bapmna!

OHa obepHyJack. JJapuii MeJIeHHO 10CTall 13-3a Mosica TOMOPUK
U XEeCTOM TpuKasan et Mosuarh. OH 0T0 BCIYUIUBAJICS B IECHIO
HOYHOTO Jieca, MpexJe YeM pa3MaxHYThCs U 3aMyCTUTh OpYXKHUe
B TEMHOTY.

KTo-TO cnaBieHHO 3apblval, U CIyCcTss MTHOBEHHE 13 Jieca MPsSIMO
Ha HUX BbIOEXAJIO OTBPATUTEIHHOTO BUA CYIIECTBO — BEAbMa,
He ycreBllasi 10 KOH1Ia MPUHSTh 3BepUHbBII 00uK. Torop paHu ee
B IJIeHO, MTpepBaj oOpalleHue, HO CEPbe3HOr0 Bpeaa He TPUUUHMIL.

KoBblsig Ha BOTYbKX HOTaX, BebMa cKajuJia 3yobl U yTPOOHO
pblyaa.

BapHa BbIxBaTH1a U3 HOXXEH KOPOTKUI MeU U KMHYJIach Ha Hee.
TBapb oleTUHMUIACH U OpOcUJIach HABCTPEUY, BHICTABUB BIIEPE]
CBEJIEHHbIE CYI0POTO Mablbl.

IlepBriii ynap HaHecna BapHa — BeabMa KOPOTKO BCKPUKHY-
Jla U KybapeM MoKaTuJiach 1o 3eMJje, HO TYT Xe BCKOuuJia, BCcTa-
Jla Ha YeTBEpPEeHbKHU M CHOBa Opocujach B ataky. Japuii puHyacs
Hanepepes, 3acjoHsist coooit BapHy, u BeibMa Bpe3aJiach B HETO.
OHU MOKAaTUJIUCH MO TPaBe, CLENUBIINUCH, CIOBHO IBOPOBHIE
KOIIKH.

— HemepTBbolii! — 3aBomnuia BenbMa UCKaXXeHHBIM I'OJIOCOM. —
TBoe Tes0 coxHeT, Maspbuuiika! TBou BHYTpeEH...

BapHa Horoii oTTtosikHyNa yygoBuiie oT lapusi u KOpOTKUM
BBIMAJIOM 3aBepllnja aTaky — Je3Bre Meua MPOH3UJIO LIE0 BeIbMbI
HackBO3b. M3 3ybacToil macTu xJblHYJa KPOBb, KOCTJISIBAsSI pyKa
cxBaTuja ee 3a rojsieHb. [lomocneBuiunii Japuii lerko orcek TBapu
PYKY 4yTbhb HUXE JIOKTs. ICTTyCTUB My4YUTEJIbHBII CTOH, BeJbMa
3aTUXJa.

— HyXHo BepHYTbCSI B €€ IOM U IPOBEPUTH, HET JIM TaM Yero
HHTepecHoro. — BapHa cTpsixHysa KpoBb ¢ jie3Busi. — He Hamo Obl10
OpocaThCs Ha Hee.

— Kak g mMor ctosiTh B cropoHe? — Jlapuii moxaJ njieyamu.
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— To, uTo THI HE MOXeEllb yMEPETh, HE MOBOJ JJis1 6e3paccyn-
ctBa. — OHa yBuIea, YTo OH TOTOB BO3Pa3uTh, HO He MO3BOJIMIIA
eMy 3Toro. — ThI Bce ellle CAUILIKOM cJiao.

— UYTo THI chenaelllb, eCiiv s He cTaHy Tebs ciayiatbes? — OH
CMaxHYJ BOJIOCHI ¢ 1uia. — HatsHes moBomok?

— Her y MeHs HUKaKoro mmoBoaka!

Japuit XMBIKHYJI, B3sIJI BEAbMY 32 HOTY U ITOTAIIMJI €€ K KOCTpY.

OHM COXIJIY TE€JIO, CMBLIU KPOBb C OPYXHUS B pyube, OEryiiemM
HEIoaaJeKy, U BEpHYJIUCH K JIOIIAISIM.

— Ilonesaii B cennio, oxoTHULA. — Japuii TOMHSJI JULIO K HEOY. —
CKopo paccBeT.

— He otcraBaii, — BapHa oTKuHYJIa KOCY 3a CIIMHY, — OOJTIU-
BbI1 MEPTBEL.

IIpexne yem BOMTHU B U130y, OHU MOPHICKAJIM IO OKPYTe B MIOMCKAX
JIOBYIIIEK. YOEIUBIINUCH, UTO BCE TOTEMbI-UIOJIbI YHUUTOXEHBI,
Hapuii 3ar/ssHYJ B OTKPBITYIO IBEPb.

— Hy u 6ecniopsgnok. — OH momopminicd. — Yem BoHsIeT?

— DT0 OT TeOs1.

BapHa jierko ToJIKHYJIa ero 1jae4oM M yKa3aJjia Ha KOTell.

BDTO BapeBO OHU YXe BUACIU, U He oguH pa3. Eciau B nepeBHe
HauMHAIOT ITponajaTh MJIaIeHIIbl, BADUAHTOB BCETO JIBA: PONUTEIN
n30aBUINCH OT HUX, IIOTOMY YTO HE MOTJIU MPOKOPMUTH, UJIN UX
YBOJIOKJIM BEIbMBbI, YTOOBI CI€JIaTh U3 HUX Mep3Koe BapeBo. [ToTom
STUM BapeBOM MaXXyT METJIbI, COOpaHHBIC 13 BETBEIl MEPTBHIX JIe-
pPeBbEB, — 1 OHM MMPUOOPETAIOT CIIOCOOHOCTH JIETATh 110 BO3IYXY.

— HyxHo cxeub nepeBo, — OyIATO MPOYUTAB €€ MBICIIH, CKa3aJ
Hapmnii.

— Kak nymaenip, rae oHo?

— Bbe3noB B nepeBHIO BCETo IBa, HABEPHOE, HEMOIAJIeKy OT O/~
HOIO U3 HUX.

MepTBoe 1epeBo — 3TO IepeBO BUCEIbHMKOB. Ha packmancThix
SICeHSIX HaXOHSIT IMOCJeAHEee MPUCTAHUIIE HETOASIU U YOUMIIBI,
pa300iiHUKM U BOpbl. MIX Tena BUCAT HeAeAsIMU, MOKa HE CTHU-
IOT HACTOJIbKO, UYTOOBI pacnacThCs Ha yacTU. [loToM ocTaHKU
pacTacKMBaIOT NajajbllMKU. YMUpPas He CBOE CMEPThIO, 3TU
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JIIOAY TIPOMUTHIBAIOT BCE BOKPYT HEHABUCTHIO, CTPAXOM U OOJIBIO.
CpesaB ¢ Takoro jiepeBa cyK, BelbMa MOXET 3aCTaBUTh €ro JieTaTh.

— Pazgenuthes npeniaraeiinb?

— Ilpennarato. — Jdapuii nepedpaj nmoxeaTeBllue JUCTbI, CBa-
JICHHbIE B Ky4y Ha cTosie. — OHa BeJia 3aMucH.

— [aii. — BapHa BbIpBaJja 3alucu U3 ero pyk. — 31ech HeT
HUYEro MHTEePECHOTrO.

— MozxkeT, oHa XoTesia cooparh cBolo «YepHy10 KHUTY»?

— Dra 60JoTHAS OPSTHb ObIJIa CIOCOOHA TOJBKO Ha TO, UTOOBI
MoXuIlaTh JeTel, Kakas enle KHUra? MHe KaxeTtcsl, OHa yKpaJia
YbU-TO 3AMMCU U PACTIOTPOIIINJIA UX.

— 3HauuT, — 3aAyMYUBO NPOTsAHYI Japuii, — B nepeBHe ecTb
ele oJHa BelbMa.

— Crapocta Hac nporHaj, — HaroMmHuIa BapHa. — [lyctb pa3-
oupaeTcs cam.

— M1l He MOXeM 0TKa3aThCs OT paboThI.

— A MBI OT HEee M He OTKa3blBaluCh. Eciu JIIOASIM HE HYXHa
Halla MOMOIIlb...

— OHu yHUYTOXAT AepeBHI0. — [lapuii kecToM Besie eit 3amMoJ-
4yaTb. — Mbl JOJKHBI BEPHYTHCS.

— YepT ¢ TOOOI1. — BapHa cyHyna Kpaii nepramMeHTa B OTOHb. —
[aBaii HalineM epeBo, a TaM BUIHO OyJeT.

Ona 6pocuia ropsinuii TUCTOK Ha CTOJI, HaJl 3aMTUCSIMU B3MET-
HyJoch M1amsi. CKOpO 3TO MECTO MOMJIOTUT OTOHb, OUUCTUT 3EMJTIO
OT CKBEPHBI, U, BO3MOXHO, KOT/1a-HUOYb 3I6Ch CHOBA MOCEJISITCS
JIECHbIEe TBapH.

— Hwuuero He ckaxeinp?

OHU CTOSIJIM HAMPOTUB Tropsilieil u30bl, B Oesechix riasax Ja-
pusi OTpakajiuch sipkue Berojioxu orHst. HemepTBblil yOpaJst BoJiochl
3a YU M CpsiTaa pyku B KapMmaHbl. Eciiu He mpucMmaTpuBaThCs,
MOXHO IMPUHSITH €r0 3a IIPOCTOro OXoTHUKA u3 MpauHoro B3Boga.

— IlycTb cHUBOIiIET Ha 9TO MecTo Osaroaarh ['ocrnoaHs, — He-
x0Ts ckazajia Bapna. — Ilycts Ero ciie3bl oMOIOT 3eMJI10, TYCTh
KkposBb Ero...

— IlycTtb kpoBb Ero cmoet ckBepHy, — rosoc Jlapus 1poruyi. —
IIycTb...
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— XBaTtut. — BapHa nojioxusa pyKy eMy Ha IJ1e40 U pa3BepHY-
Ja Kk cebe. — [IpekpaTu MpUUUHSATH cede 0O0Jb.

C Tex nop kak oH ymep, CinoBo ['ocnonHe panuio ero. OHa
3Haja 06 3ToM — caMa 6opoJjach ¢ 00bIO KaXAblil pa3, Koraa 00-
pamaiack K bory. JIonkHo 0bITh, OH HEHABUAUT TaAKUX, KaK OHU,
HO MOYEMY-TO BCE €llle HE OTBEPHYJICS OT HUX.

— HyxHo exatb. — Jlapuii MSITKO cXaJl ee maJiblbl.

— Bce eme npenaraeinb pa3aeanuThes?

— Ceifyac 3TO He KaXeTCsl MHE XOPOIIIei nueeil, — Mpu3HaJjcs OH.

CBs13aHHBIE KOJIJIOBCTBOM, OHM HE MOTJIM HAXOMUThCS BAAIU APYT
ot apyra. CTou10 pa3oiTuCh, KaK HEBUAMMASI HUTb MEXIY HUMU
HaTsTUMBaJach, MIPUUUHSIS 0O00MM HeCcTepnuMYyIo 00Jb. YeM masplie
JIPYyT OT Ipyra OHU OTXOAUJIM, TeM cj1abee CTAHOBUJINCH.

— Torna nmoexanu, — BapHa mocMoTpesa Ha cBeTJelolee Hebo, —
CKOpPO BCSI HEUUCTD Pa30exKUTCS T10 yIJIaM.

Haiitu nepeBo BUCETbHUKOB TPyla HE COCTABUJIO — CMPAJi THUIOILEH
njaoTu BapHa ydysyia 3a401ro 10 TOTo, KaK YBUAEIA OUePTAHUS
MOTry4ero siceHsi. Ero BeTBU HaTy>KHO CKPUIIENIU, MEPTBELLBI pacKa-
YW BAJIWCh MTOI MOPBIBAMU BETPA, BOPOHBI JIEJIOBUTO KapKaju, CKJIe-
BbIBasl MIOYEPHEBUIYIO MJIOTh.

Baphna cnemnnace, Japuii monan eii 3aXX>XeHHYIO Jy4nHY. Bo-
POHBI HEXOTSI B3MbLJIY B BO3/1YX, 3aCJIbIIIAB X TTPUOJIUKEHUE.

CTBOJ siceHs MoYepHes OT ropsi, Ha OUlyIb KOpa HalloOMUHaJa
MSITKYIO TUIOTh. BapHa fierko Haiiia MecTta, Tae ObLIU OTJIOMaHbBI
BETBU. BbIXOMUT, BENbMBbI NEMCTBUTEIBHO UCHOJIb30BAIHN IEPEBO
JUISI CBOUX PUTYaJIOB.

Crouso JJapuio MogHECTH JyYMHY K KOPe, KaK Ha HEro CuKu-
poBaJia jouieHasi BopoHa. OHa nonbiTagach BUEMUTHCSI KOTTSIMU
€MY B BOJIOCHI, HO OH JIOBKO YBEPHYJICSI OT aTaKM.

— TlopeTs Bam B niekiie, — npoiuurnen Japuii. — [IpokisiTeie
MIPUCTY>XKHUKU BEABM.

BapHa nogHecsia OroHb K OJIEX 1€ BUCEIbHUKA, U TIJIaM ST 3aHSJIOCh.
OHa oTctynuia, yBiaekas 3a coboii Japus. OT aepeBa UCXoau
HecTeprnuMblil xkap. [ITuiibl YepHOI Tyuell KpyKUIU Hall UX TOJIO-
BaMU, U BUCEJIbHUKY IUTIECNIH, TAHYJIU K HUM UCTJIEBUINE PYyKH.
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— OcTOpOoXHO!

Hapuit oTTONKHYJI BapHy B CTOPOHY, U B TO K€ MTHOBEHUE
c Heba KaMHeM ynaJia BopoHa. OHa pa3buiach 0 3eMJiI0, HO OJie-
CTSIMI YePHBIH IJ1a3 MPOoJoIXKal CAenuTh 32 HUMU. Ee nmpume-
py mocJjenoBajia apyrasi ITULIA, a 3a Heil U Bce ocTajibHbIe. [Tpu-
KpbIBasi roJioBbl pyKamu, BapHa u lapuit BepHyJIuCh K JomaasiM
U, 1aB LITIOPHI, MOTHAIU UX B JEPEBHIO, TIPSIMO K JJOMY MECTHOTO
CTapOCTHI.

— 4l ckazan BaM youparbcst! — 3aopajl cTapocTa, KaK TOJIbKO
yBUIE ux Ha ropore. — KJsiHyCh, s1 10CTyuych 10 KH3s! Bam aTo
C pyK He coiimeT!

— Twue, Tume. — Jlapuii HaBaJUJICS MJICUOM Ha IBEPb, YTOOBI
MYXMK He 3aKpbla ee. — JlaBait oOCynum, 4To MBI OyIeM AeaTh
C BEIbMOIA.

— KH#3b, KHSI3b Bac OBICTPO Ha MECTO...

— Kus3b SIcHo CoMHBINIKO MUPHO CITUT B CBOEH MOCTENU, U EMY
HET JieJjia 10 TBOMX IPOCh0, — CIIOKOIHO cKa3aja BapHa 1 xkecTtom
Besiesia Jlapuio OTONUTH.

Bapna HaBaJmjach IJIeYOM Ha IBEpPb — Ta pacllaxHyJach, a CTa-
pocTta KybapeMm nmokaTuics o nojy. Bpe3aBuiuce B CTOJ, OH € TPy-
JIOM CeJl 1 00peYeHHO YCTaBUJICS Ha HUX.

— Jla yero BaM Hago?!

— MpI Xe ckazaiu... — HadaJj Obu1o Jdapuii, Ho BapHa pe3ko
MpepBaja ero:

— XBaTuT CTpoUTh U3 cebs nypaka! B TBoeil nepeBHe MpOMBbIIII-
JISIeT BeAbMa, a Thl IBEPb Mepel MOUM HOCOM 3aKphIBaTh B3AyMa?!

CraepxuBaemMasi cuJia BbIpBajach Ha BOJIIO, U MEpel Ila3aMu
Bapnsl 3anmasicanu pa3HoLBeTHBIE UCKPBI. KpoBb, Topsiuas, CJIOBHO
IJ1aMsl, pacXOaMJIach OT cep/lia 1o BeHaM.

— OTponbe anamoBo! — BBIKPUKHYJI CTapOCTa.

Bapna xuHynace K Hemy. OHa ToBaJInJia €ro Ha 1oJI, BIaBuJia
KOJICHO B TPYyIb U 3allluIIesa:

— CriepBa yMpeT CKOT, ITOTOM HaYHYT yMuUpaTh Jdoau. dereii
JIO IeCSITU JIET BeabMa yBeleT 3a CO00I M He OCTaBUT IUIOTU Ha UX
kocTsx. [leteit crapiiero Bo3pacTa 3aCTaBUT YyYaCTBOBAaTh B OPTUM
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T10J1 TIOJTHO JIYHOI1, a TOTOM 00eCKpOBUT. Te, KTO HE yMPET OT ropsi,
MorubHyT oT XxBopu. Ha MecTe TBoeii 1epeBHU OCTaHEeTCs TyMaHHasi
najb, MPOKISITHIII MOTUJBHUK, U AECATKU JIET BOKPYT 3TOTO MecTa
He OyIeT BOAUTHCSI HU 3Bepeil, HU MTHUIL.

Ona cama He 3amMeTuJIa, Kak claBuiia crapocte ropJjo. [logo-
crieBiunii Japuit cxBatui ee 3a njevyu ¥ OTTALIUJ OT MepenyraH-
HOT'O MY>KUKA.

— WM uto Ham nenaTh? — MUCKHYJ CTAPOCTA, MbITASICh CECTh.

— Ilycth Bce xuTenu AepeBHU BBIMAYT K Kojoauy. — BapHa
yKaszaja Ha paclaxHyTYIO IBepb, y KOTOPOi Hauaau coouparbes
pa30ykeHHbIe IyMoM Jioau. — UM nmotopomnuce, cTapblii 4epT, nHa-
ye 3TOI HOUU He OyIeT KOHIIA.

3anuHasich 0 COOCTBEHHBIE HOTU, CTAPOCTA BHICKOUMJI U3 IOMa
1 3a0MJ1 TpeBOTY, pa3MaxuBasi pyYHbIM KOJOKOJIOM.

— Tsl Benb youts ero moryia. — Jlapuit ocyxaatoiie mocMoTpet
Ha Hee.

— OnHUM qypakoM Ha CBETe CTajio Obl MEHbIIIE, — OTPbI3HYJIACH
Bapna. — He mMory noBeputhb, UTO BeJIbMbl BEPHYJIUCH.

— JIaBHO Mbl O HUX HUYETO HE CJIbIIIAJIU, — COTJIACUJICS OH.

OHU BBIILIY Ha YJIUILY U TTO MOSIC TOTPYy3UIUCH B I'YCTON TYyMaH.
[MeTyxu noMXHBI OBLIIN YK€ MPOMNETh, HO JIYHA 3aCThlJIa HA HEOOCBO-
JIe M HE IBUTaJlach C MeCTa.

— Kak ronbko HaligeM BenbMy, Oeit He pa3ayMblBasi, — HaIlloM-
Husa Bapna. — He naii eit 3aroBopurs.

OHU OCTAaHOBUJIMCH Y KOJIO1IA U TIPUHSIIUCH X 1aTh, ITOKa cobe-
pyTCsi Jtonu. 3acraHHble, yIPIOMbIE XKUTEIU MEJIJIEHHO Opesiv K HUM,
IMOMMHASI IMXOM U UX OXOTY, M BeCb MpauHbIii B3Bom.

XyJo1aBblil MaJlbuMIlIKa TPUHEC 1BA BeJpa U MOCTaBUJI UX Y HOT
Bapnbi. OHa nocTtana u3 kapMaHa napy cepeopsiHbIX KPECTUKOB,
MpolernTasa KOpoTKyo MOJUTBY U 6pocuJia ux B Boay. OT cepedpa
Ha JIaJIOHU OCTaJIUCh KPAaCHbIE TSITHA.

— Mwmenem I'ocnioma Hamero, Ota HebecHoro, TBopma cyiie-
ro, — npobopmortas [dapuii, — ykaxu Ha nociaHHuka HaBu, Ha He-
BecTy 3Bepsl, Ha OTPOJbE aJJaMOBa CEMEHU.

B3sB 110 Benpy, oHU MPUHSJIMCH OPOIIATh CBSITON BOAOI HOTU
cobpaBuiuxcs. CtapoBepbl MJIeBaJM UM MO HOTH, HIUIIENH, KaK
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3MeM, HO He OTXOAMUIU. XOPOLIO, YTO HUKTO M3 HUX HE 3HAJI, 4YTO
Hapuii — ynbplpb, MaHUKA UM HU K YEMY.

OT HOTr HENPMMETHOr0 MYy>KMYKa BAPYT MOAHsJICS nap. BapHa
Opocuiia BeIpo 1 cXBaTUJIaCh 3a M€Y, HO 3BepPEBO OTPOIbE C TAKOM
CHJIOI1 yaapuJio ee B IpyAb, YTO €1Ba He BBILINOJIO OyX.

— Hapwuii! — npoxpunena BapHa, xBaTtast pToM BO31yX.

OH caeja BblIaJ B UX CTOPOHY €llie 10 TOro, Kak OHa IIPOu3-
Hecsa ero uMms. CBEpKHYJI cepIl, cepeOpsiHOE JIe3BUE JIETKO OTCEKJIO
BelbMe roJioy. JIuiio BapHbsl opocuia KpoBb.

Bpaias rimazamu, oTpy0JIeHHasI roioBa IMIPUHSJIACh XOXOTaTh.

— bernu, 6eru, Boma! — 3arojocuia oHa XXEHCKUM T'OJIOCOM. —
Pocnasa Bugut 1e6s! Pydeit mmymut, PocitaBa unmet mo oepery!

He Bepst cobcTBeHHBIM yi1aM, BapHa yctaBunachk Ha Jlapusi, a TOT
OTBETMJI €if TAKMM K€ UCITyTaHHbBIM B3rJIs1moM. [1o ee ciHe mmoka-
THUJICS TIOT, Ha JI0y BBICTYIIMJIa UCITapMHA.

— bern, Boma! — rpemen xoxotr. — Ona Buaut! OHa BUIUT MO-
umu riiaszamu! PociiaBa BUIUT...

BapHa momHsiia TOJIOBY 3a BOJIOCHI U, TJISIASI B BEIIYUYEHHBIC
[J1a3a, CIIpoCuJIa:

— I'me ona?

— bern, 6eru, Bapna! — Ha morpeckaBiiunxcst rybax BbICTYIIHU-
JIa ajas TieHa, KoXa JIOCKyTaMHU cItoji3ajia ¢ yepemna. — bern!

To, 4TO ObLIO BEIbMUHBIM JIMLIOM, YIAJIO Ha 3€MJIIO, B MaJiblax
BapHbI ocTaicst TOIBKO CKaJIBII C PEIKMMU CenbIMK Bojlocamu. OHa
0TOpOCHJIA €r0 B CTOPOHY M APOXKAIIMM T'OJIOCOM CKa3aJia:

— OTmpaBbTe BOPOHOB K OXOTHUKAM.

BaenHblii cTapocTa OTYassHHO 3aKMBaJl M KMHYJICS ITpoYb. depe-
BEHCKMeE XXMTeIN pa3dexannch KTo Kyna. Cxas Kyjaaku, BapHa mo-
BEpPHYJIACh K 3acThiBLIeMY Jlapuio U OTHUMU rydaMu IpoLLIenTaa:

— OHa BepHYyJIachk.
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