I'NABA 1
®ABPUKA YYAEC

TomMmu KsHmi, HacKBO3b NPOMOKIINI, YCTaNbIA U 3101, Tomal
1o JectHulle. Ero pyku u HOTHM ryieiu, a CliiHa Tak 6oJjena, 4To
Kaszajoch, Oy/ATO T0 Heit polach ToJa TPOJUIeH.

B nome 6bu10 THXO. Bpems yxxe nepeBaiviio 3a MOJHOYb, YKUH
JABHO 3aKOHYMJICS, U BCE Pa30LLIMCh IO CBOMM KoMHaTtaMm. He cran
B Kpuk-XoJie, kazanoch, onuH Jauiinb ToMmmu. Majio TOro 4to 4yB-
CTBOBAJI OH ce0s1 ceiiuac pa3BajJIMHON M3-3a BCEX ITUX THIKB, TaK
y HEro ellle U HeBePOSITHO HbLJIa CKyJla, Ha KOTOPOM ajie clief
OT ISITIOIIKWHON TTOIIEYUHBI.

«YepToBbl THIKBBI! — ayman Maiabuuk. — M yepToB msiaromkal
DTO BCe ero MecThb 3a TO, UTO 51 eMy Yrpoxas, He MHayve...»

W 1o mpaBaa: yem elie, €CiM He MECThblO, Ha3BaTh TO, UTO
JSII0IIKA OTIPAaBU €T0 B OMMHOYKY TacKaTh U3 IPy30BUYKA MU-
crepa TaMImHa THIKBBI, KOTOPBIE CTaphIil (pepMep MpuBe3 K Mpasi-
HUKY?

OrtnpasJisist €ro B caf, AS/II0IIKA cKa3al:

— B nponuielit paz Ham ¢ BukropoM u KpuctuHoit mpuiioch
OTIOYBaTbCSl CAaMUM, TTOKa Ballle BLICOYECTBO INe-TO pasryJuBalo,
a 3HAYMT, ceifuac Mpuiijia TBOSI OYepelb HECTU THIKBEHHYIO BaxTy.
CrnpaBeTMBOCTb BOCTOPXKeCTBOBaIA! Sl BIKY, ThI HECKAa3aHHO 3TO-
My pan!

TomMMu oTBEeTMJI eMy THEBHBIM corieHueM. To, 4To OH TpoIly-
CTUJI MPOILJIbIA pa3, ellle Belb He TTOBOJ 3aCTaBJISITh €ro TacKaTh
9TU THIKBBI B Fapax Moj J0XKAeM — B caMylo Irposy!

OCcoOeHHO 3710 JIKMBOE 3aBepeHure ASII0IIKI, KOTOPOe IM0-
CJIEIOBAJIO 3aTEM:
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— 41 6B TEOE, KOHEUHO, TIOMOT, HO, IOHUMAEIIb JI1, YK€ YCIIeI
TepeoaeThcsl B CBOM BEUEpHUIA KOCTIOM, a €To TaK ITPOCTO HE CHU-
MeIlb...

Bosiee Henenyio OTTOBOPKY MPUAYMaTh ObLIO CIOXHO — CaMo
€000, y JSIIOIIKY M B MBICISIX He ObLTO eMy TToMoraTh, 1 Tommu
HUYEro He 0CTaBaJloCh, KpOMe Kak, NMPOKJIMHAS CBOIO HEIEeTKYIO
cynb0y, HATSIHYTh CalOBbIe PYKAaBUIIBI U B3SITHCS 3a JEIO.

[lenio Ob110 TPYAHBIM, MOKPBIM M CKOJIB3KMM. He mpoliio u nisitu
MUHYT TOJI TPOJIMBHBIM JIOXK/IEM, KaK MaJIbMUMK UCKPEHHE BO3HEHA-
BUJIEJ BCE, UTO CBSI3aHO C ThikBaMu. M mycThb cTapuk-depmep yTBepxK-
N1, OyATO ATUX «ITyXJIEHBKUX PHIKMX KPACOTOK» OBITIO CTOJIBKO XK€,
CKOJIbKO M B MEPBOii MapTUH, a UMEHHO LIECThb AeCITKOB, ToMmMu
MOT OBl IMOKJISICTBCS, UTO X B Ky30Be TPy30BUYKA HA CAMOM Jieiie
OECKOHEYHOE KOJIMYECTBO M CTOUT €MY B3SITh XOTSI ObI OHY THIKBY
M OTBEPHYTHCS, Ha €€ MECTe TYT Xe BbIpacTtaeT HoBasl. M1 TeM He me-
Hee B KaKOI-TO MOMEHT Ky30B HaKOHEI] OMyCTell, BCE ThIKBbI OKa3a-
JIUCh B rapaxe, a epmep, MPUrpo3UB, UYTO 3aBTpa MIPUBE3ET eIl
OIlHY TIapTHIO, 3aBeJl IBUraTesIb CBOEi pKaBOli MaXWHBI U yexall.

«Ckopee BOpOHBI pa3yyaTcst KapKaTh, YeM 51 TIPUTPOHYCH XOTSI ObI
K elle OJHOI ThIKBe!» — moo0elan cebe MaabuuK U MOTIEeNCs
B JIOM...

Xtonasi 1o Moty MOKpbIMU HockaMu, ToMMU yxe 11araji K cBo-
eii crajibHe, KOTna BAPYT YCbIIIa] BO3MYILIEHHBII roj0c¢, JOHOCS -
1IMiics U3 KOMHATHI B 1ajlbHEM KOHIIe Kopuaopa. KomHaTa aTa npu-
HaIexana gamomke JIxxo3edy u rerymke MeraHe, 1 ceiiuac TaM
SIBHO TBOPWJIOCH UTO-TO TTOJI03PUTEIHHOE.

«Yero oH Tak BONUT?» — MoAyMajl MaJIbdUK U, CTyMasl Ha Libl-
MOYKax, IBUHYJICS K PUOTKPHITOM ABEPU, U3-32 KOTOPOI B KOPU-
JIOp BbITEKAJIa y3Kasl 1OopoXkKKa Ipoxaiero ceerta. B tor mur Tom-
MU U He Mpeanoiaraji, 4To BOT-BOT CTAHET CBUIETEIeM HEKOM
CIIEHBI, KOTOpasi MOCIYXUT TIOATBEPXKIECHUEM TOTOo, uTo JIxko3ed
Koanm ckazan emy npasmy.

Tlonoiins x nBepu, TomMu yKpanKoii 3arIsiHy1 B ILEJT0YKY U YBU-
JIeJT, YTO JSIAIONIKA — BOT Bellb CTPAaHHOE AeJ10! — HeJIeno BbITaH-
1IOBBIBaeT y 3epKaja. OH UCCTYIJIEHHO pBaJl BOPOTHUK pyOallKu,
MaHXeThl CIOPTYKa M TYTOBUIIbI Ha XWJIETKE, M30 BCEX CUJI MbITa-
SICh CHSITb KOCTIOM, HO BCE €TO TOIBITKY OBLIN TIIETHBI — Jaxe
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KpeMoBas po3a B NeTNIMIIE cCujaesia TpouyHo, OyaTo BiiuTtas. [1pu
3TOM OlieXKIa SIBHO MPUUYMHSIIA JSIIOIIKE He TOJBKO HEymoOCTBa,
HO M HacTosyo 601b. OH cKajui 3yObl U CTOHAJ, MOT PYYbsIMU
TEK M0 ero 6arpoBbIM ILIEKaM.

KyTkue cra3Mbl, B KOTOPBIX HCKaXaJIOCh JIULIO ASIIOIIKN, OYEHb
ucnyraau Tommu, B TO BpeMsl Kak TeTylika MeraHa, KoTopasi Tak-
JKe TIPUCYTCTBOBAJIa B KOMHATe, OyaTO OBl MX M BOBCE HE 3aMevalia.
OHa cujienia Ha CBOeil ITOJIOBIHE KPOBATH U, YKPBIB HOTU ONIESIIOM,
YuTaia KaKylo-TO KHUXKKY. B MOJTYKpPYIJIBIX CTEKIIBIIIKAX €€ OYKOB
JUTSL YTEHMSI TIPBITAJIM Y TUISICAIU OTpaskeHUs IByX Kopyaruxcs J[xo-
3edoB KaHmios.

— Thl Tak u Oymelb MPOAOIKATb CYETUTbCS? — PABHOMYIIIHO
cripocusia MeraHa, riepeBopaunBast CTpaHMILY.

— ToI uTO, HEe BUIMIIB, TIyTast Kypulia?! — mo-3BepuHOMY 3a-
pbluaj asaolka B oTBeT. Kazaioch, OH BOT-BOT BbIBEpHETCS Ha-
M3HaHKY. — MHe e 00JibHO! YepToB KocTioM!

— He HyXHO OBbLJI0 TPOKJIMHATH MATBYUIIKY, — HA3UIATETbHO
3aMeTuiIa TeTylika MeraHa, He ToqHUMas 171a3 oT KHUru. — Cam
BUHOBAT.

YcabIaB, 4To pevb UIeT 0 HeM, TOMMU IepHYIICS U eBa He BbI-
naj cebsi, 3a[eB IJIeYOM JABEPb, KOTOpas TYT Xe MOJJI0 CKPUITHY -
Jla Ha meTisiXx. Ho fasinioniika ObL1 CIUIIKOM 3aHSAT COOCTBEHHBIMU
MYUYEHUSIMU, a TETYIIKA — SI3BUTEbHOCTBIO, M 9TOTO HUKTO He 3a-
METHII.

— Jlerko Tebe paccyxnats! TeOe Benb xKMJIeTKa He CIaBIUBAET
pebpa, kak Tucku! — Jlgamomxka JIxko3ed cHOBa IOIBITAJICS pac-
CTETHYTb IMYTOBULIBI, HO MAJIbIILI TO U €0 C HUX COCKATb3bIBAJIU. —
Cuauuib TaM Co CBOEM TPeKJISATON KHUXKKOM, MoyJyaelib MeHsT —
U 9TO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI TOMOYB!

— O, s He craja Obl TeOE MOMOTraTh, Jaxe ecjau Obl MOIJIA, —
JIUIIIEHHBIM KaKoTo Obl TO HM OBUTIO COUYBCTBUS TOJIOCOM CKa3aja
Merana. — TbI Bcero JaUIIb TIATUINE 32 COOCTBEHHYIO INIYITOCTb. ..

— MasbuuiiKe HY>KHO ObLIO TIperofaTh YpoK! — B3BU3THYJ
Jxo3ed KoHl, U rajcTyK TYT e ¢ CWION CTSHYJ €ro ropjo —
BCEro Ha MTHOBEHUE, HO 3TOTO XBAaTUJIO, YTOOBI MJIEHHUK COOCTBEH-
HOTO KOCTIOMA €IBa HE PYXHYJ B 0OMOpOK. — Dx-kxe... Hy moue-
Mmy... [Touemy?!
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— TToTOMY 9TO TBI HE YIOCYXXKWJICS MPOCYNUTATh TTOCIEACTBYSI. .

— Tebs He cripocyn!

— A s nymana, Thl CIipalliBaeIlb UMEHHO MEHS.

— 3HauuT, Thl olKbIach! — 37100HO BBINTYYUB IJ1a3a, MPOIIN-
nen Ixo3ed Konmi. — Kak u B Tex ciiyvyasix, Korja cuuTana ceost
XOPOILEH XEHOM WUJIM XOpOllIeil MaTephlo.

— Hy-Hy, — c ynBIOKO#T MPOKOMMEHTHPOBAJa TeTylka Mera-
Ha. — He HyXHO ObITh TAKMM MWIBIM, /I3k03ed, TeOe 3T0 He K JIUILY.
A BOT barpsiHell — BecbhbMa. ZKesato Te0e MOKOPUYUTHCS KaK CICIyeT.

— Hy e, npouty Te6s1, foporas... — B3MOJWJICS IsII01IKaA, pe-
1IUB, BUIMMO, CMEHUTh TAKTUKY U MCIOJb30BaTh CBOE IKEHTJIb-
MEHCKOe oyapoBaHue. Bripouem, ¢ TeM BbIpakeHUeM Julia, KOTO-
poe y Hero ceifuac ObUIO, OH MOT 0YapoOBaTh Pa3Be YTO YYTYHHYIO
BaHHY. — Thl Benb 3Haelllb, Kak MHe 00/1bHO... KocTioM yxe crain
Ha JIBa pa3Mepa MeHbllle, OH HEMMOBepHO xoKetcs. Eciu 51 ceii-
4ac e He CHUMY 9T MPOKJISIThIE Ty(hJIn, OHU ChEAsIT MOU HOTH!

— MbI He TPOKJIMHAEeM WIEHOB CeMbU, — 0€3KaJT0CTHO cKa3a-
Jla TeTylika MeraHa.

— Ho 51 Benb cHs1 IpOKJIsITHE! — B OTYAsSTHUM BOCKIIMKHYI JI2KO0-
3ed. — [louemy oHa Bce emne 3auTcs?!

— Cxonu k Kopnenuu u cipocu y Hee 1nyHo. OHa Ha KyXHe,
BO3UTCS Y KOTJIOB...

[snronika 6yaTo He YCIbIIal.

— Ceiiuac He JIyYIIMid MOMEHT, YTOObI MEHSI HAKa3bIBaTh, —
TPONIOJIKUII OH, ITaparasi JKWJIeTKY HOT'TSIMU B OeCCMBICIIEHHOH 0~
MBITKE ee pazoapaTb. — Heyxkenu oHa xodeT, YTOOBI SI OTTO30PUII
Kpuk-Xoan? Eif xe Hy:XXKHa noaiepxKa HallluX roOCTeit, U Bpsij Jiu
UM TIOHPABUTCHL...

— Tbl Belb 3Haelllb, YTO YTPOM Bce MpoiineT. byaeT KocTiom Kak
KOCTIOM.

— TonbKo HE CHSATD.

— [la, He CHSITb.

— Aappx! — mpopbIvaj ASA0IIKA U TIPUHSIICS TePeTh HOTU —
LITAHbl U3HYTPU OY/ATO ObUIM BbIMa3aHbl KPAMTMBHBIM PACTBOPOM.
— XBatuT cyetuThbes, Jxko3ed. Thl Melaeib MHE YUTATh. ..

— 3auro? [Touemy? — npoBbLI AsiAIOLIKA. — S He 3acayXuBaio
TaKoro oOpaleHus!
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— Ter mpaB. — Terymka MeraHa gaxe oTopBajach OT KHUTUA
U TIOTJIsIZIeIa Ha My»Ka TTIoBepX oukoB. — Kopnenus moctynuia ¢ To-
00Ii CIMIIKOM XecToKo. Eciiu xouenib, Mbl MOXEM TIPOKJISICTh €€
B oTBeT. Hakomnnyewm eii 4yTo-HUOYIb HE3HAUUTEbHOE — MPOCTO
KaKylo-TO pasapaxaloliyio Meaoub. Hampumep, cienaem tak, 4yTo
BCSIKHMIA pa3 ¢ 60eM 4acoB y Hee HaYHET BCe BATUTHLCS U3 PYK, WU
3aCTaBUM €€ CIOTBIKAThCs Ha KaXIou cenbMoil ctyneHbke. OHa
JIaXe He MOMMET, 4To...

— Her. — Jlsmomika J/Ixko3zed cxain 3yosl. — He HyxxHO. YBe-
pPeH, OHa 3TO He €O 3J1a, a MPOCTO...

— Tbl gaxe ceityac ee 3aluiaenib, — MpoBopyaia TeTyIlIKa. —
Kainb, oHa He oueHUT. Tl Benb MOHMUMAEIIb, YTO, TaXKe N30aBUB-
UCh OT ['appu, THl He IMOJYYUIIb TO, YTO XOuellb? Y TeOs HeT
HU eIMHOTO IIaHCca...

— 3aMouu, 3aMOJIUM! — PSBKHYJI JSITIONIKA U Hayajl u3Bopa-
YUBATHCSl U KPYTUTHCSI HA MECTE C HOBOI CWJION, MbITAsICh 1IOCTaTh
yenrylieecs MECTO Ha cliiHe. — Sl Belb 3Hal0, YTO Thl MOJyYaelllb
OT 3TOTO YIOBOJBLCTBHE. ..

— Eme Ob1, — He cTana cnoputh TeTylka. — Ho taxske s mpo-
CTO XOUYy CTIOKOMHO TTOYUTATh.

— Tel... 3100Has1, Mep3Kas Merepa... Xopoluasi KeHa He CTa-
J1a Obl TaK MPOCTO CMOTPETD U...

— He HyxHO nnponoyxats, [Ixko3ed. — MeraHa omycTuia KHU-
Ty Ha KOJIEHU U YCTaJlo TIONIsiena Ha My»a. — 3auyeM 3TOT CITeK-
TakyIb? Myl Beob 00a 3HaeM, KTO U3 Hac KTo, BepHo? Ho Bce xe... —
ee B3IVISII BAPYT CTasl 3a00TJIMBBIM M HEMHOTO TTOTETLIeN], — IMO3BOJIb
MHE OJIMH Pa3 MOOBITh «XOPOLIEH XEeHO» U cKa3aTh TeOe KOe-4To
MPUSITHOE.

— Yt0? — ¢ poOKOi1 HaIEeXKIOl B TOJIOCe CIIPOCUIT ASITIONIKA.

— BbIIISIAMIIB T B 3TOM KOCTIOME IMO-HACTOSIIIIEMY LIITUKAPHO.

OTBeTOM €ii cTajl SPOCTHBIN 3BEPUHBII PHIK, BHIPBABIIUIACS
U3 CBEIEHHOTO CyI0pOroi ropa.

ToMMM BCITIOMHMJI, YTO TpaHb MEXIY MOAMISIbIBAHUEM U T0-
najiaHueM Ha ropsiueM OYeHb TOHKA W YTO TNIaBHOE — BOBpEMS
YJIU3HYTh. PeliuB, 4To ycibllIan U YBUIE JOCTATOYHO, OH pa3Bep-
HyJICSI M 3alllarajl B CBOl0 KOMHary. [saiolika mpoaokai IyMHO
CTpajaTh U He MeHee IITYMHO HeromoBaTh.
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«Tak emy 1 Hamo. byzieT 3HaTh, Kak MeHsI IPOKJIMHATh, — CO 3710~
pancTBoM noayman Tommu. — 3HaAUYUT, MaMe BCe XKe He BCe PaBHO.
3HauYUT, OHA MEHS JIIOOUT...»

OH BollleJ1 B KOMHATY W TOCIEIIHO Mepeoiescsl U3 MOKPOTo
B CBOIO JIIOOMMYIO ITMXKaMy. YXe 3a0paBIIMCh B ITOCTeNb, ToMMu
BIOPYT BCIIOMHWJI KO€-4TO, O YeM TOBOpMJIA TeTyIlKa: «YTo 3HAaUUT
“maxke n3daBuBIIMCh oT ['appu”? Heyxxenu asiaioIka v marry Toxe
npoxiisui?! nu oH Toibko cobupaercsa? Yto y Hero Ha yme? YTto
OH 3aayMaj? SICHO Xe, YTO HUYEro XOpOIIEero...»

C 3TUMU MpauyHbIMU MTOA03peHUsIMU TOMMMU U 3aCHYJI. A Ha cJie-
Jytol1iee YTPO MPOCHYJICS YXKe € YeTKO chOpMUPOBABLIEICS MBICIIBIO:
«HyxHo npenynpeauTs namy'»

Bce yrpo TomMu mibITancs ero oTbicKaTh, HO 0€3yCIIeITHO —
manbsl He OBIJIO Jaxke B KaOmHeTe. Mama ckasaja, 4To OH yeXall
Ha BOK3aJl BCTpeYaTh OYEPEHOI0 TOCTsI, HO MaJIbYMK €l He TToBe-
pui: «JIpaHayaeT» CTOsUT B rapaxe...

TomMmu BepHYJIcS B CBOIO KOMHATY U cesl Ha KpoBaTb. OH Io-
MBITAJICS BCIIOMHUTD, KOTIAa BUIE Tary B MOCAEIHUI pa3 — Ka-
JKETCsI, 9TO OBLIO YTPOM 3a JBa JHS 10 Havajla KaHUKYI. B roiose
CHOBaJIU OYE€Hb Hexopolire Mbicau: «MoxeT, asmomka Jxozed
M B CaMOM JieJie TIPOKJISUT Marty, U OelHbIi Iara ceifyac rae-To Jje-
JKUAT U MyYaeTcsl, KakK My4duJicst U 1?»

XyXe Bcero 0bLIO TO, UTO 00 3TOM AaXe HUKOMY He paccKa-
Kelllb! Mama U TeTyIIKM cpa3sy oTianaoT. Bukrop? Her, oH BeneT
ce0sT TOMO3PUTENIbHO, U HE CTOUT 3a0bIBATh O TOM, YTO OH HOCHUT
3eneHoe. Kpucrtuna?.. Jla, oHM ¢ Heil Bce BpeMsl CIIOPSIT U pyraroT-
cs1, HO, MOXET, XOTsI ObI pa3 OHa BBIC/IYIIAET €r0 U HE OrPaHUYUT-
Cs1 CBOMMU HacMelllKaMM, Kak 0ObIYHO?..

Kpuctuna nmamy o6oxkajia — oHa MOIMNPOCTy He MOIJia MPUHU-
MaTh yJacTue B CrOBOpE, €CJIM CrOBOP, KOHEYHO, UMeJ MeCTO.
U Bce xe B mocieaHee BpeMsl TTOBEIEHUE CECTPHI TOXKE BBI3BIBAJIO
TMOMO3PEHUS.

Tommu Becerga ObUT HaOMIOAATEILHBIM, JaXKe CIIMIITKOM, TT03TO-
My OT €ro BHUMaHHUsI He MOIJIO YKPBIThbCS TO, yTo Kpuctuha mno-
CTOSTHHO KyZa-To e30uT ¢ Buktopom Ha «/IpaHmynere», a euie To,
YTO OHU HUKOTJA He OOIIAIOTCS MPU APYIUX YJeHaX ceMeicTBa
M TYT e 0OpBIBAIOT Pa3roBOP, €CIU KTO-TO TOSIBJISETCS PSIIOM.
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Bech BuepalrHuii Beuep XJIOMaau ABEpU UX KOMHAT, OyATO B IOME
pa3BeIOCh CAUIIKOM MHOTO CKBO3HSIKOB. A TIOTOM MTPOU3OIIIEI TOT
HecyacTHbIN citydait... JAsimomika JI>ko3ed mpoui Ha JIeCTHULIES
CBOI1 cupon oT Kanuist, 1 Buktop ¢ KpucTuHo# MoCKoab3HYIUCH
Ha HeM. MIX oTHecau B MX KOMHATHI, BbI3BAIU TOKTOpa JloyBesia,
a Mama, Korna ToMMM CyHyJICSI K Heli ¢ Bopocamu, TIpOu3Hecaa
b «CKOJIBKO pa3 s TBepAwIa: He OeraTh 1o yjectHule! byner
UM YPOK».

Yro-To monckasbsiBago ToMMu, 4YTO 3TO oyepeaHasi Hermpasaa
u BukTop ¢ KpucTuHoii He TIpoCcTo «ynajau Ha JiecTHUle». Ero
He MOKUAAJIO OLIYIIEHWEe, YTO CTapllire OpaT U cecTpa Ha caMOM
JieJie CYHYJIU HOCBI Ky/ia He CIeI0BaIO U MOIIaTUINCh — JSIIONI -
Ka O4YeHb LIEHWUJI CBOM CHUPOIT OT KallUIs U TIPOJIUTh €T0 CIIy4aifHO
He Mor. Pa3Be uTo OH cenan 3T0 HAMEPEHHO...

TommMmu xaien, 4To 3arofsl He BbI3HAN TaiiHbl Bukropa n Kpu-
CTHHbBI, HO OH YCITOKauBaJ cebsl TeM, UTO B MOCJIENHUE THU Y HETO
OBIJIO MHOXKECTBO COOCTBEHHBIX 3a00T, HAUMHAsI C TPOKJISITUS U 3a-
KaHYMBasl BCSIKUMU BeIbMOBCKUMU JeaMU.

K npumepy, BUepa OH MOJIHS MTOTPATUII, BbITAIBIBAst MOMEHT,
9TOOBI TOAOPOCUTH TETYIIKAaM 3alCKU, KaK npocuia ero Kimapa
Kpoy. B urore oH cripaBuiics 1 gaxe He MOMnaJicsi — BCe ObUIM CIIMIII-
KOM 3aHSIThl TOCTSIMU U TTPUTOTOBJIEHUSIMU K TIpa3aHuKy. K cioy,
TomMmu Bce ragait: BbLio u y Kiapel To, 4to oHa 3agymana? OTbic-
KaJjia M OHa TY Belllb, KOTOPYIO Y Hee KOIma-To yKpajia ofiHa U3 Te-
Tymek? OH uckpeHHe nepexxusai 3a Kiapy, Benb oHa Obljia O4eHb
XOpollleil 1 moMorya emy ¢ mpokisitueM. A emie Tommu Gosics,
YTO 3aTes MOTJIA TIPOBAIMTHCS, BEIb TETYIIKU BpoJe Obl BeIu ceosi
Kak o0bIuHO. Pa3zBe uto MeraHa nmouemMy-To riakaia, CrpsTaBlINCh
OTO BCeX B KaMOpKe IJis 1IeToK 1 1mBabp. Korna oH 3amien Tyna
B ITOMCKAX TaIlbl (IIOCJIe TOro KakK 0e3yCIeIIHO 00bICKAJl BECh JOM),
OHa cliesaja Buj, OyITo UINeT KaKylo-To IeTKy. Pasymeercs, mie-
MSIHHMK €ii He ToBepuII... K CcJI0By, 10 3TOTO OH HUKOTIA HE BUIE,
yTOOBI TPO3HAast 00JIaaTeIbHUIIA JISASTHOTO cepala MeraHa raka-
na. beuio u Bee aT0 cBsizaHo ¢ 3ateeit Knapel win...

Pasmbiinenus: ToMmMu npepBaiid rojioca, JOHeCHIMecs U3-3a
cTeHbl. B3pociible rojgoca B KoMHaTe Majiblliku Mapro... Yept! DTo
OBLIO TJI0XO...
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T'me-to 3a Hemenro oo Tpue3na rocTeil Mama romnpocwuia ToMmmu
n KpuctuHy npociennuts, 4ToObl HUKTO He MPUOIMKaIcs K Ma-
Jiplke. Moji, mo g1oMy OyayT OponuTh pa3HbIe JUYHOCTU, Y MHO-
TMX U3 KOTOPbIX BeCbMa CKBEPHBIi Xapaktep. «He maiite KoMy-To
00UIEeTh IEBOYKY...» — CKa3aja OHa.

TomMu cuuTalt, YTO 3TU FOCTU U TaK CIUIIKOM MHOTO cede Mo-
3BOJISIIOT. PacxaxkuBaloT, Te UM B3yMaeTcsl, peBpaTIM TOCTHU -
HYIO B CBO€ JIOTOBO, MOCTOSTHHO KYPSIT MU TPOMKO CMEIOTCS, TaXe
KOTIIa HUKOMY BOKPYT He Becesio. Tak OHM IocMesy BTSIHYTh B CBOU
urpsl emie 1 Mapro?! HeTt yx, oH He 11o3BoIuUT!

ToMMmu BCKOYMJI ¢ KpoBaTu U Opocuiics K nBepu. Pacmax-
HYII ee...

JIBepb HAIIPOTUB OTKPHLIACH B TOT Ke MOMeHT. Ha mopore cto-
sina Kpucrtuha.

— ThI TOXE cabIan? — CIIpPOCcHIa OHa HETPOMKO.

— Jla, — menoToM oTtBeTHJI ToMMU.

— Yro Oynem nenatb?

TomMu ObUT MOJIBLIEH: OHA HUKOTA HE CIpalliMBajia ero, 4to
nenath. OH Belb «IVIyIas MajisiBKa».

— [lo3oBem Mamy? — npearnonaoxui ToMMu U TYT e ¢ 1oca-
JIOM TIOHSIJI, UTO TaK MOIJIa ObI CKa3aTh TOJBbKO HACTOSIILAS «TJIyTiast
MaJIsSIBKa».

— Her, — xateropuuHo otBetuna Kpuctuna. — Hukakoii MaMbl.

— Torma camu pasbepeMcs, — Xpabpo OTBETUJI MaJIbYUK.

Kpuctuna nornsanena Ha ToMmmu tak, OyaTo BuUaesia ero B ep-
BbIi pa3. Kaxertcsi, oHa He oxumana OT Mjajaiiero oparta Takoi
pPELIMMOCTH.

— To1 yBepen?

— OTH IIynble TOCTU CUIITKOM OOHAIe I, — 3aMeTUJ TOMMU.

— Thbl mpas.

— Unem?

W oHM HanmpaBWIKCH TTIO0 KOPUIODY.

Tommu ayman o mpenynpexneHun Mambl: «“CKBEpHBbIi Xxapak-
tep”? Kak xe! Eif Hy>kHO ObLJIO TaK U CKa3aTh: “JloM HaOUT BCsI-
KMMU BeIbMaMU. A MHOTHE W3 HUX JIIOOSIT 3areKkarhb AeTell B Mu-
porax...” Hy, IycTh TOJAbKO KTO-TO MOMPOOYET 0OJIMU3HYThCS
Ha Mapro!»
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Tommu ¢ KprcTHHOI OCTAHOBMIIMCH Y ABEPU KOMHATBI MJTaTIIei
cectpsl. [lepemisinynuck. Tommu cxain Kynaku, a KprctruHa B3siiach
3a pyuky. B koMHaTe SIBHO MPOMCXOAMIIO YTO-TO CTPAILIHOE. ..

KpuctuHa pacnaxnyna nsepb. CTpaliHoe 1eiCTBUTENbHO MPO-
HUCXONMUJIO0... BemHsIKKyY 1 paBna Mmyuuu, ussepru! Tommu u Kpu-
CTHHA CONPOTHYJINC.

Ha Mapro 65110 XXeAToe «I1aThe IS TOCTeli», KOTOpOoe OHa
npocto HeHaBuaena. Eiie Obl: TaKOro KoamyecTsa prouieyek, 060-
POK, JIEHT U KPYXeB He ObUIO Jaxe y ee KykoJ. [leBouka moHuma-
Jla, YTO BBIIJIAAUT B HEM KakK HeJieroe MUPOXHOe Ha HOXKaX...
Ho ceiiyac ee 3acTaBuin HaeTh 3TO MJ1aThe, BeIb OHA «ITIPOCTO 005~
3aHa c/enaTh MPUITHOE TETYIIKaM».

Bokpyr Kpyrioro crojivka, HAaKpbITOTO K YaelUTHIO, AeCTBU -
TEJbHO C YI0OCTBOM PACIOJOXWINCH TPU NBOIOPOJHBIE TETKU:
OnHa, Yumnabu u Makpuau. Hukro He coOupascs moxupaTth Ma-
JpiKy Mapro, Ho HU Tommu, HuU KpucTrHa He crielvan B3/Ibl-
XaTh ¢ obJeryeHreM. KommaHus TeTyliek Moria CBECTU B MOTUITY
JaXke caMoro KM3HEePaa0CTHOTO M SHEPTUYHOTO YenoBeka. Kaxmast
M3 3TUX CTapyX ObLIa XKYTKO CKyYHOIi 1 caMa I10 ce0e, HO KOTraa OHU
CcOOMpaTMCh BMECTE, UX 0011I€e 3aHYICTBO CTAHOBUJIOCH ITPOCTO HE-
BBIHOCHUMBIM.

Bpat u cectpa 3auiu B KomHaty. Tetyiika Makpuau Kak pas
pacckasbiBajla O CBOMX CEMHAALIATH KOTaX U KOIIIKaXx.

Ha nuue manenbkoit Mapro 0bL10 HalyMcaHO HEIIPUKPBITOE OT-
yasiHUe, a BO B3IJIsiAe 3acThlia TocKa. [1ogoOHyI0 0€3hICXOMHOCTh
MOXHO MPOYUTATh TOJBKO B INIa3ax 0OPEYEHHOTr0, KOTOPOTO YXe
MOYTH 3acocayia TpSICUHA.

Ee He Moru pazBecenuthb gaxe papdopoBble KYKIbl, MPUHU-
MaBIlIMe yyacTue B yaemuTuu. M aTo MpuTOM, YTO 3a CTOJIOM CUJIe-
Ji1 He 0ObIuHbIe KyKJTbl! CIIOBHO XKMBbIe MaJIEHbKUE JTIOU, OHU I1Ie-
BEJIWJIM pydYKaMU M TOJOBAaMMU, JIOBKO YIIPABJISISICh CO CTOJIOBBIMU
NpUOOPaMU 1 OTIPABJISISE B XKYTKO OTNAAAIOIINE PThI O0JIbIINE KYyC-
KU TTUPOXKHOTO U 3a1uBas Tyaa yail. Kykiibl Besiu cebst HlepeMOHHO
U BaXHUYaIU. Bpsia M oHW 3HAIM, YTO YalllKU, U3 KOTOPbIX OHU
MbIOT, CEJaHbl U3 TOTO Xe MaTepualia, YTO U UX TOJIOBHI.

— BeapMoOBCTBO, — IpollenTal MajJbyuK. Tenepb OH 3Hal, Kak
Moa0OHOe Ha3bIBAETCSI.
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B TOT ke MUT OTHOBPEMEHHO TPU aTIYIIMX B30pa HaPaBUINCh
Ha Tommu 1 Kpuctuny.

— O! MuJsbie Mou! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa TeTylIKa DnHa. — Kak Mbl
pasbl Bac BUAETD!

— BbI He cocTaBUTe HAM KOMMaHU0? — A00aBUIa TETYIIKA
Yunnabu. — MeI ¢ BaMM TaK peako oOIaeMcsl...

— W a10 oueHb gocamHo! — 3aBepimia TeTylika Makpunomu. —
Bepute cTyIbYMKY U TIPUCOSTUHSITECH. ..

B rmazax Mapro 3axmiachk Hanexma, 9To OpaT ¢ cecTpoil cra-
CYT ee.

Tommu, camo co6oit, 6Bl pag TOMY, YTO HUKTO HE XOTeJ TPU-
YUHUTH Bpeda cecTpe, Belb TETYIIKM BCEraa nmpucMaTpuBaiu
3a Maagmmu KoHmimamu, Korma Mama Obljla CIIMIIKOM 3aHsITa,
a B IOM€ TOJITTUJICST HapOJ, HO OH TOHSUT: eclii oHM ¢ KpucTtuHoii
ceifJac e ImocKopee oTcroIa He yoepyTcst, HU ero camoro, Hu Kpu-
CTHHY yXe He criacTu. Y KTo 3HaeT, OyaeT 6e3HaaeXKHO MoTpayeH
BCETro JIMIIb OAUH Yac WU MPUIETCS MPOBECTU BMECTE C TETYII -
KaMu Bech Mpa3aHuK? Bce 3aBUCENO OT CTENeHU UX «COCKyYMBa-
€MOCTH» TI0 MUJIBIM TIJIEMSIHHUKAM...

D10 onpeneseHHO ObLIa JIOBYIIIKA. B m1a3ax TeTyiiek 3acThbl ro-
JIOMHBIN GJIECK — OHU SIBHO TUTAHUPOBAJIN 3aTAIIUTh B OMYT CBOETO
YaemuTUsI KaK MOXHO 0OOJIbllle HEOCTOPOXKHbBIX MYTHUKOB. M 'y HUX
MOJYYUIOCh... KpucTrHa, CJIOBHO JIyHATUK, IIarHYJIa K CTOIUKY.

— KoneuHo, — cKa3zajia OHa 9y>KUM MOYTUTEIbHBIM TOJIOCOM. —
C pamocTbio...

— O, noporasi, — oOpatuiach TeTyiika 9naHa K Mapro, — npu-
TOTOBb €111€ OJIMH MPUOOP.

— Ho He nBa nu? — yTouHuMIa TeTyiika Ywiaou. — Heyxenu
MOJIOION YeJOBEK He COCTaBUT HaM KOMITaHUIO?

— O, pazymeeTcsl, COCTaBUT, — OTBeTMJIA 3a TOMMU TeTylIKa
Makpunu. — Munas, nBa ipubopa, mpolry Teos.

Terymku Havaau cyeTuThes. Ceityac OHM HATTOMHUJIU MaJTbuu-
Ky TpeX MeJIbTelIallnX TOJIOMHBIX BOPOH, 3aBUIAEBIINX TPYM cOba-
KU. JIBOIOpOJHBIE TETYIIKU AEHCTBUTEIbHO CJerka MoXomuan
Ha MTHUIL, 1axe UX OCTPble HOChI MOXXHO OBbIJIO MPUHSTH 32 KIIOBbI,
a 9TO YK TOBOPUTDH O BBICOKMX CTAPOMOAHBIX ITPUYECKax, B KOTO-
pble OHM BIUIEIW YEPHBIE TIEPhSI.
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Kpuctuna yxe orogsurana ajis ce0s CTyII. ..

HyxHo 6but0 neiictBoBath! PemurenbHO u 66I1cTpo. OOBIYHO
3aHY/IHbIC B3POC/IbIE PACCYMTHIBAIOT HA TO, YTO HUKTO HE CMOXKET
MPOCTO Pa3BePHYThCS U YITH, MTOCKOIbKY 3TO OYeHb rpydbo U He-
nouytuteabHo. Ho ToMMM ObLT MaJIBYMIIIKOM, TTOTOMY MOT MTO3BO-
JINTh cede rpy0bOoCTh U HEMOUYTUTEIbHOCTb. OH cKa3ai:

— Her, Ham HyXHO uaTu. MHoro nen, — u, cxBatuB Kpuctu-
HY 3a pyKy, CWJIOW MOTAaIIWI €€ U3 KOMHATHhI.

CrouJio nBepu 3a HUMM 3aXJIOTTHYThCSI, KaK CecTpa cpasy ke
npunuia B cedsi. OHa ¢ y)XacoMm Oco3HaJsa, YToO €/]Ba He ocTajlach
Ha caMoe 3aTsSIHYyTOe U OeCITPOCBETHO YHBLIOE YaeluThe B CBOEH
JKU3HU.

— Tebs1 uTo, 3aK0IIOBaAIN? — XMYpPO CIIpOoCcKs ToMMu.

— Hasepnoe... Kakoii yxac... 4 enBa He cella mUTh ¢ HUMHU Yaid.

— Jla, — nmonnepxkan cectpy ToMMu — OH ee IpeKpacHO
MOHMMaJl, Belb 10 HEIaBHETO BpEMEHU caM OblI BbIHYXKIEH
MPUCYTCTBOBAThH HA MOAOOHBIX THYIIMXCSI O6CKOHEUHO YaeTu-
TUSIX.

— Cnacu6o. Tel MeHs criac.

— He 3a uro, — cmymeHHO oTBeTUa ToMMH. — Y MEHS Belb
€CTb CepIIE...

— Kak 310 no-B3pociomy npo3Byyaio, — ycMexHyaacb Kpu-
CTHHA.

— 3aTkHUCh. — ToMMM cMyTUJICA ellie cuiibHee. — Tak Mama
TOBOPUT: HY, TIPO TO, YTO y Hee €CThb CEepIlIe...

OHU HampaBUJIMCh MO KOPUAOPY K CBOMM KoMHataMm. Ha nuie
KpucTtuHbl, cI0BHO OHa ObLia 3epKajJbHBIM OTPaK€HUEM CaMOTIo
Tommu, anena KpacHasi oTMeTMHA. MallbuuK TOJIBKO ceifuac pe-
LLIUJICS CTIPOCUTD:

— DT0 M3-3a JIECTHULIbI?

OH yKa3zan Ha cJief] OT yaapa.

— JlectHunpl? — yauBunachk KpuctrHa u CTBIIUTMBO TIPUKOC-
HYJIaCh K CCaJIuHE.

— Hy, BbI Benb MOCKOIb3HYJIUCH ¢ BUKTOPOM Buepa BeuepoM
W ynajav Ha JIECTHULIE, — MOSICHUI ToOMMMU.

— A, BOT, 3HAUMT, YTO OHA cKa3ajia? — MpavyHo MMpodopMoTaja
Kpucrtuna. — Hy na, necTHuIa... HO 9TO He M3-3a JIECTHULIBL.
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TomMu Bce MOHSLI.

— Kro Te6s1 ymapun? — HanpsMyIo CIIpOCHII OH.

— He ckaxy. — Kpuctuna Hagynack, 6ynro 3To 0611 cam ToM-
MU. — A Tebs1 KTO?

OHa TKHYyJIa B €r0 CKYJy, YKa3blBas Ha MSIIOIIKUH «IToAa-
poueK».

— He ckaxy. — bpat peninit oTBeTUTb B3aMMHOCTBIO.

— Hy u nanno.

— Hy u nangHo.

Kpucrtuna nokocunach Ha ToMmu.

— Xopol10, — Mpou3HecIa OHa, MOANABIINUCH JTIOOOTBITCTBRY. —
JlaBait ckaxkeM OIHOBPEMEHHO.

Bpat KuBHY1, 1 OHU OCTAHOBUWJIUCD.

— Pas, gBa, Tpu... Agamomxka JIxxo3ed.

— loGmHCKMiT KOpOITh.

— Yro? — nopasuiics ToMmmu.

— Yro? — nopasunack KpucrtuHa.

— HesaxHo.

Manpuuk ¢ mocanoit Morisaes Ha CecTpy, MoayMaBn, YTO OHa pe-
IIWJIa HaJ HUM TTOAITyTUTh. Bripouem, ToMmMu He oOunencss — Ha ca-
MOM JIeJie €T0 BOJTHOBAJIO Koe-uTo apyroe. OH nonpo6osaj 3a6po-
CUTb YIIOUKY:

— Caymait, 3aBTpa Beab KaHyH, — cka3all OH ¢ JIeJaHbIM 0e3-
pasiauuueM B rojoce. — Korma mbl moeaem ¢ naroii B «CoBy B po-
Hape» U 3a rogapkamu?

— MpbI He oeneMm, — oTBeTUsa KprucTrHa ¢ Takoii yBepeHHO-
CThIO, KOTOpAsl HE OCTaBJIslJIa COMHEHMIA: IeJI0 B Tare 1 cecTpa
YTO-TO 3HAET.

— Yt0? — ToMMU OMYCTUJI TOJIOBY: HEXOPOIIME MPEAYyBCTBUS
U Joraaku okperuin. — [Touemy?

— [lana Goseer.

— Yept! — ToMMmm He crepsKaycs M BhIAAJ ceOsI C TOJIOBOIA.
Ho emy ObL10 Bce paBHO — Kakasl YK TYT KoHcrupaiusi. — $ tak
u gyman!

— IMpaBna? — nono3puresnbHo cripocuia KpuctuHa. — C yero 6b1?

— YeproB asamiomnika JIxko3ed... — co 31mocThio ckazaia Tommu. —
DTO OH BO BCeM BMHOBAT.
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