2 1. O KOTax, 4TO COMPOBOKAAAM
IOBO3KY C cepebpom

Ecmb gewu, npasdy o Komopeix ayHiie He 3HAMb.

Heb60 HaxMypuiioch, HACYyMUIOCh U BCEM CBOUM BHUIOM COOOIIIA-
JIO O TOM, 4TO BOT-BOT ToiineTr cHer. [ABop onycten. Kamuu, uyro
roJly0oBaTo-cepoit peKoii MpOTITMBaIUCh MOA HOTaMU MAYILUX, ObLIU
BBIUMILIEHBI 10 Ojecka. [uraHTckoe aepeBo cohopbl BHICUIOCH I10-
cpeau 1Bopa, U Ka3aaoch, OyATO OHO KPOHOI MOANMpPaio HeOOCBOI.
LBeThl ToTOCa B TIPYQy MOA HUM YK€ IaBHO 3aBsI, U B BOJE Tjia-
BaJIM JIMILIb HECKOJILKO KUPHBIX KaproB. Ha Hackinu y Kpas npyna
CTOsIIa IPEBHSISI KAMEHHAsI CTaTysl, MOKPHITasi MXOM HAaCTOJIbKO, UTO
Jiiia v He pasmisiauinb. OHa HaloMuHala pedeHKa, Ha 1Iee KOTO-
poro nossizaHa KpacHasi BepeBKa. 2KyTkoBaTo, HO TT0-CBOEMY MUJIO.

B YaHbaHM 3TOT ABOp HE Ha3bIBAJIM OOraThIM, HO BOT TaKUX
aKKypaTHbIX 1 JIIOOOBHO BEIYMILIEHHBIX ObLIO He TaK MHOTO. TouHee,
KpaitHe Majio. Ha kamMHS$IX, KoMMU ObLJT BBIMOIIEH IBOPUK, HEBO3-
MOHO ObLIO HAWTH XOTh OAMH ONMaBIIUM cyxoit 1UCT. Jlaxe cTBOJ
codopbl 6J1ecTe OT YMCTOTHI.

B tummHe pasgaics rojoc. [oBopuBIINM OKa3aacs MYyXKYMHOMN
JieT copoka. Koxa ero Oblia cBeT/1asi-CBeTIasl, CJIOBHO MEPBbII CHET.
HecmoTpst Ha TO 4TO Ha ynulile ObIJIO MOPO3HO, MY>XKUMHA CUJIEI
Ha BepaHJe MoJ KAPHU30M KPBIIIY B OMHOM JHUIIb 6€JI0M JIbHSTHOM
XajaTe, a HOT4 U BoBce ObLIM 6ochiMU. Ero coBeplileHHO He myra-
JIO JIEASTHOE IbIXaHUE 3UMBI.

M3-nox yepHoii mianku, KOTopyro OObIKHOBEHHO HOCUJIN YU-
HOBHUKM, CBEPKaJIH I1a3a. YToJKK Ir'yd pacTSHYTHI B C1a00I yIIbIO-
Ke. B3misin 6bUT MpUKOBaH K TOMUKY, JieXalleMy B pyKax.
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KHur y My>)xunHbl 66110 MHOTO. KpoMe TOi, 4TO 1IeMKO CXruma-
JIA Majiblbl, ObUTA U npyrue. CTONMKU KHUT TPOMO3AWINCEH MO BCei
BepaHje, a MeX1y HUMU KpacoBaJlaCh KYpUJIbHMIIA U3 KPacHOM
MeIU, U3 KOTOPOI U3SIITHBIMU BUTKAMU TTOTHUMAJICS IBIM.

Yenosek ObLT MON0OEH LIBETKY O€J10i KaMeInn, paciyCTUBLIEMY-
Cs1 B XOJIOMHOM JIOJIMHE, U KaXK/blii, KTO Obl €r0 YBUIEI, OLLYTHI Obl
BOJIHY CUACThsl, 3aXJIECTHYBILYIO TYIIY.

— Oii-oii-oii! { myman o TOM, 4TO CTYYUIIOCH, BCIO HOUb, U YEM
0oJbllle Pa3MBbILLISII, TeM 0ojiee CTpaHHBIM MHE Ka3ajloCh BCE
npoucxopsinee. CTOUIO BOpOTaM OTKPBIThCS, 51 TYT XKe MpuMyaIcst
K BaM. Beab BceM, KTO KMBET B CTOJUIIE, U3BECTHO Ballle UM,
MenHbiit yueHblit!! — HanmpoTuB yenoBeka B 0€J10M CUe] BBICOKUI
yIBIOAOIIUIACS My>KYMHA — He KTO MHOM, Kak KaH BaHbHSIHbD.

B aTOT MOMEHT BO ABOpP BOEXKad KpenKuil My>KurMHa 1, yrepeB
pyku B 60ka, oopyran Kan BaHbHSIHS:

— Tocnonun KaH, 3T0 BbI IUTIOHYJIM Ha KaMeHb Y Bxona? S BcTain
HU CBET HU 3apsl, YTOObI Bce yOpaTh, yCTall Kak cobaka, a Bbl IJII0O-
erech! Hukakoro yBaxeHust!

My>KurHe Ha BU ObUIO JIET MSITHAECAT — €ro OTJnJaia Kpernkasi,
KakK y MeABe/isl, CIIMHA, OTYETO BUJ Y HETO ObUT BeCbMa T'PO3HBI.
Onet oH ObLI B KpAaCUBBIN KpaCHBIM XajaT U BbIVISIAET BeCcbMa
MPUMETHO.

— AX Thl, IIpe3peHHbIi pad! — OpeThlii B 6e1oe MpUaBOPHBIiA
nctoprorpad cXBaTwi METITy, UTO OblIa HEMOANEKY, Y IIBLIPHYIT
€e IO/l HOTHU ClIyTe.

310pOBSIK Xe MOAHST METIY U, TyOOKO B3IOXHYB, CKa3al:

— He 3Hal0 y2X, Kakoli OH y4eHbIi... Ho B ABYX cTo/NMMIIaX HE ChI-
CKaTh HU OHOTO YeJIOBEeKa, KTO OBl HE ObUI HACIBIIIAH O YUCTO-
TUTOTHOCTU MOero rocrnoarHa!l OH HaCTOJIbKO MOMellIaH Ha YUCTOTE,
YTO HE MOXET MPOMYCTUTh HU OJHOM Ka0bl BO IBOPE: OKYPUBAET UX
0JIarOBOHUSIMM, YTOOBI TOJIOBA Y HUX 3aKPYKUJIAaCh, — TaK OT HUX
npoiuie u3daButhes. [IpuueM okypuBaeT He OOBIYHBIMU 0J1arOBO-
HUsMU, a aMmOpoii HauBbIcIIero KayectBa. Eciau tak u Oynet npo-
JOJIKAThCsl, Mbl PUCKYEM Pa30pUThCs!

B oTBeT Ha ero Tupamy pasnancs cMmex.
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BHeszanHo 3a npenenamu ABopa 3apxkaiu joianau. He npouno
W Mapbl MUHYT, KaK BHYTPb BOPBAJCSl My>XUMHA JIET ABaALUATH —
KPaCHOJIMLIBII 1 0e103y0bIii, KPEIIKO CI0XKEHHBII, C TOJIOBBI 0 HOT
YKYTaHHBIN B KpaCHBIUN XaJlaT, BOOPYKEHHbBIN JUIMHHBIM MEYOM, —
BECh €r0 BUIl KpUYaJl O CEPbE3HOCTU HACTPOSI.

— Tocnonun Jlu, noctoiite! [Toctoiite! ¥ Bac 00yBb rpsi3Has,
CHayvaJia OTMoiiTe mofoiBy nourctal — C 3TUMU CI0BaMU 310POBSIK
BIICTTMJICS B TIPUOBIBILIETO TOCTSI.

Mosonoii yenoBek yopaisl pyKoii Mot co jib6a — YTO-TO SIBHO €ro
TpeBoxuI0. OH 3aepxKall AblxaHue, YTOObl HEMHOTO NMPUITH B cedsl,
MocJjie Yero rnpocjenoBai Ha BepaHy, BEITEPEB Mepel 3TUM 00YBb.
CTomio eMy cecTh, KaK OH TYT e MOBEPHYJICS K My>KIYMHE B OeJTOM
W 3asIBUIL:

— Tyt Takoe cTpsiciocs!

YenoBek B 6eJloM CIIpsTajcs 3a KHUTOM, YTOOBI 3alIUTUTHCS
OT KareyeK CJIIOHBI, JIETeBIINX ¢ Ty0 MoJIoaoro yeaoBeka. Haxmy-
PUBLIMCH, OH CKa3a:

— Tol yTO, yecHOK en? BoHb HeMMoBepHas!

— He obpamaiite BHuManust! He 310 BaxkHO! A TO, 4TO CITyun-
JIOCh HeuTo cTpaHHoe. O4eHb cTpaHHoe!

— Tocnonun /Iu roBoput o ciaydae, yto npousoiien y Boc-
TOYHBIX BOPOT Xpama L[3sHbdy? — nouHrepecoBaics Kan Banb-
HSIHb.

— W BbI cabimanu 06 3ToM? — OIelIna MOJIOION YesIoBeK.

— KoneuHo! Jlymaro, ciiyxu 0 TAKOM CTPaHHOM MPOUCIIECTBUU
yke pazouuiuch 1o Bceit Yanbanu! — Kan BanbHSIHB yKpankoit
Opocwl B3IIsL Ha uesioBeka B 6esioM. — [IpunBopHblii uctopuorpad,
TOJILKO TaKOil MyIpBIil YeJIOBEK, KaK Bbl, MOXET OOBSICHUTH CTOJIb
HEOOBIYHYIO Belllb!

Mosonoit yenoBeK yAMBAEHHO OTKPbUI POT, HO MOJYa KUBHYII.

Ceituac BO IIaBe CTpaHbl CTOUT OuHacTUst TaH — B Benukwuii
Kwurait crekaroTcst MHOTHE TIPEACTAaBUTEINU Pa3HBIX CTpaH, YTOOBI
MOYTUTh UMIIEPATOPCKUI NBOp, a TepoeB 1 TajaHTOB B Kutae
HE COCUMTaTh — MX TaK XK€ MHOTO0, KaK KaproB, 3alOJOHUBIINX
peku. M Tem He MeHee, eCIM TOBOPUTh O MYJPBIX CEro rocy1apcTBa,
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TO Ha MIEPBOM MECTE 3aCJIY>KEHHO HaxonuTcs Besukuii Jlu AKoHbli-
3e. K Hecuactblo, /Iu ZKaHbli3e yxke CKoHYaICs M MpeObIBaeT B UHOM
MUDE, U TTIOTOMY Ha €ro MECTO TMPETeHAYET YeJOBEK, K KOTOPOMY
obpatuicsa Kan BaHbHSIHB.

OH nosyumn padr LI3uHbIIM B epUo/ MPaBaeHUsT BETMKOTO
lao-13yHa. B To BpeMsi BCeMUPHO U3BECTHBIN CBOMMU JINTEPATYP-
HBIMU Tpydamu KaHigiep LisHb Baiinao o3HaKOMUIICS € ero 2K3a-
MEHallMOHHBIMU pabOTaMu U, B3[IOXHYB, MPU3HAaJ, YTO «OHU YHU-
KaJIbHBI M1 HE UMEIOT aHaJIoroB B Mupe». OH Havajl CBOIO Kapbepy,
CTaB BOGHHBIM COBETHMKOM IMPU UMIEPATOPCKON PEe3UAECHIINU,
U 3aTeM, ¢ OJIECKOM cIaB dK3aMeHBbl 10 BOCbMU AUCIUTIIMHAM,
JIOOMIICST HEOBIBANIBIX BBICOT. B majibHEIIIEM OH 3aHsLT ITOCT CSIHBBII ™
B ropone YanbaHb, a 3aT€M €ro MOBBICUJIN 10 TOMOIIHUKA TJ1aBbl
NpuKasa MpuABOPHOTO dTUKeTa. Torma ke OH MPUHSII ydacTue
B YeThIpex dK3aMeHax U Bce caajl MPeBOCXOIHO, OCTaBUB KOHKY-
PEHTOB AajieKo no3aau. Jlaxe mactep JUTepaTypHOTO TBOPUYECTBA,
YUHOBHUK, 3aBEIOBaBIINII BOOTHBIMU MYTSIMU, CKa3asl, YTO COUYU-
HEHMSI ero MogoOHbI MEAHBIM IEeHbIaM, OTIMTHIM U3 YUCTOTO Me-
Tajla, M 4YTO BCE AK3aMeHATOPhI Oe3 COMHEeHU BbIOpaiu ero. Bor
MOYeMYy B JIMTEPATYPHBIX KpPyrax ero v Mpo3Bajii MenHbIM yUeHbIM.
IIno BpeMsi. MeaHOro yueHOro Ha3HauuanM Ha JOJKHOCTb MPU-
nBopHoro uctopuorpada. Cinapa ero Obuia onyluTe bHA. 3HABLINE
€ro JIMYHO TOPAUINCH TEM, YTO YAOCTAaUBAIUCh IIaHCA MTOOOIIATh-
csl ¢ 9TUM uejoBekoM. Bocxuinanuch um He Tosibko B Kutae — naxe
nociabl U3 Cusia v SANMoHUM NpU KaXIoM BU3UTE KO JABOPY pac-
crpalluBajiv, HET JIM Y Hero HOBbIX COUMHEHMI, U, KaK TOJIbKO
y3HaBaJIU, YTO €CTh, TYT Xe MPpUOoOpeTaau UX 3a 0AaCHOCIOBHLIS
NIeHbI'M UM B OOMEH Ha JAparolieHHOCTH, a TOTOM, BEPHYBIIMCH
Ha PONMHY, C HacJaXJAeHUEeM YUTaIu — TaK cjiaBa ero pacTekaiach
MO MUDPY.

" L3uHbIIM — 00JamaTes b BBICIIEH CTENIEHN HA 9K3aMeHe, TTPOBOINB-
1IeMcsl B CTOJIMIIE pa3 B TPU roja.

* CsIHBB3I1 — HavaJIbHUK Ye3IHOM OXpaHbI C MOTUIICHCKIUMY (DYHKIIM-
SIMU; TIOMOIIIHUK HavyaJbHUKA ye3/a 10 YTOJOBHOM YacTH.
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Bosiee Toro, ot mpuponbl 6€3pa3anyHbIii K JIOAsSM, OH HUKOTIA
He 3aBOJIWJI IPY3€ii paay BBITOIHBIX CBS3€1 U HE Hallles ceOe KEHBbI,
XOTb M MUHYJIO €My COPOK JieT. B ero nBope Xuju XKypaBiu U MojI-
HUMaJICS IBIM OT OJIATOBOHUIA, a B pyKaxX Bceraa KpacoBaJMCh JIUCThI
nucaHuii 1 KaHOHOB. OCOOEHHO OH JIIOOWII IPEBHUE TPYIbI U KJlac-
CUYECKUE CIOXETbI, Mepenalolmecs: u3 MoKOoJIeHUsT B TTIOKOJIEHUE,
cobupan HapoAgHble paccKasbl. UMeHHO MMO3TOMY OH caM ceOsl
4YacTo Ha3bIBaJ CbIHOM MOKOsi. OH TOCKOHAJbHO 3HaJl COKPOBEHHOE
yueHue «Hxoy u» 1 B COBEpPLIECHCTBE BJIafie]l IPEBHUMU TEXHUKAMU
npenckazaHus cyabobl. Bce BOKpyr TpeneTaau nepen ero yauBu-
TEJbHBIMM CITIOCOOHOCTSMMU, U IaXKe yKe MOYUBIINI UMIEpaTop
OHAX bl cKazai: «HenoBeka, monooHoro YxaH BoaHbusHY, MOXHO
Ha3BaTb COBEPILIEHHbIM!»

Yxkan Yxo, minm Yxxan BoaHbUSH, — MMEHHO TaK 3BajJld 3TOrO
yesoBeKa.

— Heyxenu BBl ¥ TIpaBaa cyUTaeTe, YTO KOTHI MOTYT TETh Tec-
HU Y TaHLEeBaTh, 1a €llle PAaCTBOPSTHCI B BO3AyXE, BUEMUBIINCH
B TIOBO3KY, Harpy>keHHYI0 cepedpoM? — MOHU3UB rojioc, MOUHTE-
pecoBaICsl MOJIOIOM YETOBEK.

Ha nuue Yxan Yo He IpOTHYJI HU OJUH MYCKYJT — HUKaK
He BbIKa3aJl OH CBOETO yauBjieHus. BMecTo aToro ryobl ero pactsi-
HYJIMCh B CAPKACTUYECKOI yCMelIKe — TaK yJabl0aThCsl MOT TOJIBKO
OH. XMBIKHYB, OH CIIPOCHJIL:

— Lgabau, THI TPUMYAJICS CIOA PAHO YTPOM TOJBKO IIJIST TOTO,
YTOOBI 3a7aTh MHE CTOJIb UAMOTCKUIA BOITpOC?

Mousionoit yenoBek, KOToporo 3Baiu LIsiHbIU, ObLT BHYKOM
Beaukoro Jlu Kaubuze. Poxg Au moib3yeTcsl 6JIaroCKJIOHHO-
CThIO HBIHE TIpaBsIIeil UMIIepaTPUIIbI U ABJISIETCS OJHOM U3 ca-
MbIX 3HaTHbIX cemeil Kurtas. u LsHbau — Bbiaamomuiics yde-
HBII U MacTep 00EBBIX UCKYCCTB, K TOMY K€ €llle U KpaCUBBIi,
CJIOBHO pacIyCTUBIIUICS BeCHOI IBeTOK. biarogapst atomy oH
cTam 00bEKTOM BOCXUIIEHUS BCEX XKEHIIMH B ropoae YaHbaHb.
M3BecteH oH noa npo3suilem HeBsaTeiii LIBeTOK — moTomy uto
NpeKpaceH, CJIOBHO OYTOH, U B POAY CBOEM JIE€BITHII MO cTap-
IIUHCTBY.
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— Dit, 060 MHe He 3a0biBaiiTe! S elie naxke He mo3aBTpaKan! —
BocKJIUKHYJ KaH BaHbHSAHDb, MOTUpas ypyalldii XKUBOT.

IMpunBopHbIit cTOpUOrpad XOJ0MHO YALIOHYJICS, 3aKaTHI IJ1a-
3a U cHOBa 3apbuics B cBou nucanus. u LsHbau u Kan BanbHsIHB
CMOTpEJIM APYT Ha Apyra, He 3Has, 4yTo AenaTh. UxaH Yxo Ha He-
KOTOpPO€ BpeMsl MOTPY3WICS B YTEHUE, a 3aTeM TTOMHTEePECOBAJICS:

— BaHbBHSIHB, COH, 0 KOTOPOM Thl paccKa3blBajl, BCe-TaKU CObLI-
csl Uy Het?

— Con? Kakoit con? — JIu LIssHbIM HEMOHUMAIOIIE YCTaBUIICS
Ha KaH BaHbHsIHS.

— TouHo, 3a6bu1 coBceM! — orBeTms1 Kan BanbHsHL. — Peub
UIET O TOI MOJIOIOI KOPOBKE, UTO s Ipuodpen. OHa 3mopoBa u Jia-
CKOBa — $1 TIPUBS3AJICS K Hell U Oepery Kak 3eHully oka. OnHako
HECKOJIbKO THEeI TOMY Ha3al MHe MPUCHUJICS CTPAHHBIN COH: CJIOB-
HO Y KOPOBBI 3TOI BBIPOCJIO Ba XBOCTA. DTO OBLIO TaK CTPAHHO,
YTO 5 TIPUILIEN CI0JIa TTIOMHTEPECOBAThLCS, K UeMY TaKOe MOXKET TTpH-
CHUTBCS.

— DT0 npocTo coH, 4To TyT Takoro? — Ju LIssHbau paccmesii-
Cs B OTBET.

— Bce-Taku 6010Ch, 4TO 3TOI KOPOBHI y TeOs1 O0JibIlie HE OYy-
NeT, — npepBail ux pazroBop YxkaH Uxo, mepenncTbiBasi CTpaHULIbI.

— ToBopsi, 6yaTo ee 6oJible He OyIeT, Bbl UMEETe B BUIY, UTO
OHa... — ucnyraHHo npotsHyi1 Kan BaHbHSIHb, MOTUPas TOJIOBY.

— Omnanorepsiercs. — YzkaH Yxko B3MOXHYJ M HAKOHELI 3aKPbLIT
KHUTY.

— DOT0 HEBO3MOXHO, — ycMmexHyincs Kan BanpHsiHb. — 4 crienu-
aJbHO HaKa3aJl KYHbIYHbCKOMY paly A€HHO M HOLIHO 3a00TUTHCS
0 Hell 1 He OTXOAUTD OT Hee HM Ha mar. Kak xe oHa motepsieTcst?

He ycnienu atu cinoBa copBaThesl € €ro ry0, Kak 3a BOpOoTamu,
BEIYIIMMHU BO ABOP, MEJIbKHYJa ToJ0Ba C JUIIOM, TEMHBIM, KaK
yIoJib, — TO OBLT KYHBJIYHbCKUII pad. 3amisiHYyB BO IBOpP, OH Ka-
JIOOHO TPOTSIHY:

— Xo3guH, Oena!

— 0O, ato ke Moii pab! Uto cayuunocs? — cripocui Kan BaHb-
HSIHb, TIOAHUMASICh C MECTA.
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— Koposa... mponana! — KyHbiyHbcKOTO paba Omia 1poxXb.

— Ilpomnana? Kak tak?! — BaHbHSIHb TTOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, UTOObI
nocmoTpeTh Ha YxkaH YKo, U CTYKHYI ceOsI B Ipyab. — [OBOpSIT,
YTO MPUABOPHBIN HCTOpUOTrpad — BOPOH, KOTOPHIX MOXKET HaKap-
Katb... UYTo ObI OH HU cKa3aJ, Bce cobiBaeTcs! Ox, Xopoliast KopoBa
obutal Ho kak Xe oHa Moria ucue3HyTh?!

C oatumu cinoBamu KaH BaHbHSIHB yIIel, TOJIBKO €70 U BUACIIHU.

Hu LUssHbau mocMoTpen Ha ynansomuiics cuinyat Kan BaHb-
HSIH4, a 3aTeM mnepeses B3nIaa Ha YxaH Yko M omapalieHHO
CPOCUIT:

— Kak BbI y3Ha/IM, 4YTO KOpOBa MporaneT?

— bnaronapst Tomy cHY, KOHEYHO!

— Cny?

— [a. IToMHMIIb IK ThI, KAK BBINISIAUT UEPOTIUQ «KOpOBa»?
4 Bort Tak, ma? A uto 6ymeT, ecau K 3ToMy Ueporaudy 100aBUTh
JIBa XBOCTa? — yCMEXHYBIINCH, cripocui Yxan Uxo.

— Xw... Meporud «kopoBa» 4 ¢ nByms xBoctamu... Kaxercs,
g nonsut. [lomydynTes nepormmd 45, o3Havaommii «moreps»!

— HMmenHHO! — mmpoxko yiubioHyncs Yxkan UYxko u momHsIcs
€O cBoero Mecrta. TKaHb OEJTOCHEXHOTO XajlaTa BCKOJBIXHY/IACh
OT PE3KOTo MOopbiBa BETPA — U BBILIMTASI KPACHOW HUTHIO HA MaH-
JKeTax 0oJiblliasi KpacHasl MTULA CJIOBHO B3MaXHYJ1a KPbIIbSIMU.

«Bot 310 5mal» — MbIciieHHO BocxuTwics Ju LsgHbmu.

— K caony... TOT cTpaHHBIi clly4daii, 0 KOTOPOM ST XOTeJT TTOTro-
BOPUTb... — HEYBEPEHHO HayaJj OH.

— B aTOM Mupe HuKorIa He ObIBA€T HUYEro CTPaHHOTO, a Tak
Ha3bIBaeMble JEMOHBI 1 MOHCTPBI He O0Jiee YeM epyH/a, BbIIYMKH,
MyCThle pa3roBopbl, — KareropuuHo otpesan Yxxan Yxo. [To kakoii-
TO MPUYMHE OH CMOTPEJ B OKHO U HE JIBUTAJICS.

— Ho s Buzsen Bce cBouMu riazamu!

— Jlonu Bceraa OyayT AyMaTh, YTO HEBEPOSITHBIE BEIU, KOTO-
pble OHU BUISAT U CJBIIIAT, BbI3BAHBI IyXaMU U MoHcTpamu. He-
YIUBUTEIBHO, YTO 3TU KOTHI... TouHee, KOT... — BHe3zanHo Yxan
YKo ocekesl U, BIEPUB B3MIS TajleKO-Aaieko, ycmexHycs. — Ka-
JKETCS, KTO-TO CeroHsI UILEeT HeTPUITHOCTEl, aa rmobosbiie!
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— Yro? Kro-To HapbiBaeTcst Ha HenpusitHoctu? — Jlu ListHbau
MOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY, Mpociaenus 3a B3misiaoM Yxkan Yxo. Y Bopor,
BEIYLIHUX BO IBOP, HAPUCOBAJIOCH 1I€J10€ BOMCKO.

JIBe pOCKOIIIHBIE TOBO3KHU, YKPAIIIEHHBIE 30JI0TOM 1 cepedpoM,
OCTaHOBWJIMCh, U 110 00€ CTOPOHBI OT HUX 3aCThUIM KaK BKOMTAHHbIE
CJIYTY W MIpUABOPHBIE ciykaHku. Criepeau U Mo3aad BUIHEIUCH
JIBa OTpsiia COIAT C OJIECTSIIMMU Ha CBETY JOCIeXaMu U MeuyaMu
HamnepeBec. B KaXXmoM UX IBMKEHUM YUTAJTIOCh MOTYIIECTBO.

— Br0 pe3uneHIurs puaBopHoro uctopuorpada Yxkana? —
Conpat, cTosIIIMI BO IJ1aBe BOICKa, CIEIIUICS 1 Moaolen K Bo-
poTaM.

— UYro Hamo? — GecuepeMoHHO TTonHTepecoBayics Yxkan Yzko,
He JIIOOUBILIUI TPaTUTh BpeMsl Ha (hopMajibHble MPUBETCTBUSI.

JIpOrHy/Iu LITOPKU — U3 KapeT BbILUIM ABOe. ONMH U3 HUX ObLI
obyiaueH B (hMOJIETOBBIE ONEXKIbI, a HA MaKYIIKe ero KpacoBascs
YEPHBIA YXKAUIAHLI3UHb — MSITKUI TOJIOBHOM YOOP C 3aI0MJIEHHBIM
BepxoM. Ha uneanbHo rmiaakom 6esioM Jidile He ObUIO HY BOJIOCKA —
3aTO B3MJISII MPUKOBBIBAIU K ce0e BBICOKMIT HOC U U3OTHYTHIE
o6poBu. Bropoii ObL1 06J1aueH B OeJblit KOCTIOM IJIsl OXOThI, U I0-
JIOBY €T0 TaK3Ke IMMOKPBIBAJ YePHBI YOOp — TaKue HOCUJIN YYeHBIE,
YTO YIIJIW Ha neHcu1o. Horu Ob1in 0Oy ThI B CAaHAAJIUU Ha AePEBSIH-
HO¥ MofollBe, a 3a MOsIC ObLT 3aTKHYT IJMHHBIN Med. Ha Bua emy
ObLIO OKOJIO TPUALIATU JIET, U OIEeT OH ObLI He TakK, KaK OObIYHO
OZIeBaIOTCS JIIOAU, MpoXKMBaoIIre B ieHTpe Benukoit Kuraiickoit
pPaBHUHBI.

— Yyn Op, paspemure um Boiitu! — Yskan Yo cierka yiabio-
HyJICSI, 3aBUJIEB UX.

— TIlycTh 3axX0msT. A BOT BOGHHbBIEC TTYCTh MOJOXKIYT CHapyXu!
Brbl 1BO€, MpoxonuTe, TOJILKO CHavyajla MpOMOiiTe 00YBb U BLITPUTE
Hacyxo! — mpokpuual ciayra no uMmeHu YyH Dp, 3100HO OpbI3Ka
CIIIOHOW.

YenoBek B (hMOJIETOBBIX OIEXKIaX PACILIBLICS B IIMPOKON YIIbIO-
Ke W cKazai:

— S capian, 6yATo Y MpUABOPHOTO MCTOpUorpada ecTb CBOU
CTPaAHHOCTH, HO HE JyMaJ, 4YTO BCe HACTOJIbKO CEPHE3HO.
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C 3TUMU CJIOBaMM OH KMBHYJI YEJIOBEKY B OXOTHUUYbEH OEXKIIE.
Yyxkesemell, HAIIPOTUB, CUJIBHO HEPBHMUYAJ U B3BOJIHOBAHHO CMO-
Tpena Ha YxkaH Yko.

— Kaxetcst, onu u3 npopuia, — mernHyn Ju LsiHbau, CKIOHUB-
muck K Yzkan Yxxo. — Yto um ot Bac Hamo? [puiiiy Takue BaxkHbIe
IIUIIKK... Ellle u ¢ 1eabiM BOiCKOM 3asBUJIMCh... Bbl BryTanuce
BO UTO-TO CEpbe3HOEe?

— Xa-xa! Toxe mMHe... BaxHble HIUIIKA... — TIpbICHYI YxaH
Usko. — XOTSI... YTO-TO YUHOBHUYBE €CTh... [llaHTyaHb KaKk-HUKaK...
roBopsias GaMuiIus...

— Yr0? — Ju LgHbayu HermoHUMaoILIe NOaHSI OpoBU. Tem
BpeMeHeM 00a TOoCTS yXKe IMOYUCTUIN 00YBb 1, HE TOPOTISACH, TO-
IONUIN K KpbUIblly. Yskan YKo MemjieHHO TpoIes Mo KOPUaopy
W TIOAOIIEN K KAMEHHOI CKYJIBIITYpe BO IBOpE, B3sI 0aMOYKOBbIit
IMOJIOBHUK W, 3aUePIIHYB BOIbI, MOJUJI €€, OTUETO 3eJCHBIN MOX,
BBEBIINICS B KAMEHbB, CTaJ sipye.

YenoBek B (hMOJIETOBOM CTOSI B CTOPOHE W TEPIEIUBO XIall,
KOTa Ha Hero o0paTaT BHMMaHue, HO, yBuAeB, yTo Yskan Yzko
MIPOIOJIKAET 3aHUMAThCSI CBOUMU JeIaMU, HATSIHYTO YJIBIOHYJICS
U cKasal:

— Mpbl npunum ¢ 100pbIMU HaMepeHussMu. Heykenn BOT Tak
OPUIABOPHBINA McTOpUorpad odpaliaeTcsi Co CBOMMU rOCTIMU?

DTOT YeJI0BeK He MOT HUKOTO OCTABUTh PABHOAYIIHBIM — BECh
ero obpas c 3JeraHTHOM OfeXI0i, YTOHUYEHHOUW MaHepoil peuu,
BBIPA3UTEIIbHBIMU OPOBSIMU U HEXXHBIM TOJIOCOM ObUI TTPEUCTIOTHEH
nputsratenbHocTu. Yskan Yzko MemIeHHO TToAoIIeN K HeMy, Ipu-
LIYpWJI TJ1a3a U 3asiBUJIL:

— Yro 3a Mmackapan. S Buxy Te0st HaCKBO3b. ThI Belb Kpacuna,
HO B 3TUX MYXCKHUX OJIeXIaX BBINISIAUIID YXKACHO.

— AxT1bI... Kak Tl mocMmen?! — YenoBek B (pr0IETOBOM 3a00X-
HYJICSI OT SIPOCTU.

— ¢ xak-HUKaK MPUIBOPHBII UCcTOpUOrpad, BHICOKOMOCTAaB-
JICHHBII YMHOBHMK HaIIIeTO TOCyJapCcTBa, a Thl HE OoJiee YeM
MeJiKas TIpUIBOpHAas YMHOBHMIIA. X0Yelllb, YTOOKI 51 Tebe Kia-
Hsuics?
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— IlpuaBopHast ynHoBHUIIA? BBl XOTUTE CKa3aTh, UTO... — Ju
LIsTHbIM OKMHYJI BHUMATEbHBIM B3IVISIIOM YesloBeKa B (DMOJIETOBOM
U, He 0OHAPYKMB y TOrO KaablKa, 00OMJIeI.

— A BbI, 10JKHO ObITh, JleBsiThiil LIBeToK u3 cembu Ju? Io-
cleqHUIt pa3, Korjaa HaM JOBEIOCh BUMEThCS, 51 ObIBAJ Y Bac 1oMa,
YTOOBI MOYTUTH ceMblo [l cBouM BU3uTOM. Ha TOT MOMEHT Mpo1uio
JIBa roja ¢ Tex mop, Kak Beaukuii u 2KoHblize ckoHYancs ot 60-
Je3Hu! — Yenosek B GUOJETOBOM CHUCXOAUTEIBHO YIbIOHYJICS.

Jw LIsTHBIN 3Ke 3aITaHMKOBAJT:

— Tlpomy npouieHus, mia3a, Kaxercsi, MHE BpyT... He 3Halo,
KakK MHe K BaM oOpaiuarbces... [IpuaBopHast 1aMa Wi, ObITh MOXKET,
IIaHTyaHb...

— Thl oOpaiaenbes K 4eI0BeKy Mo (paMuIny U He 3Haelllb,
KTO Tepen Toboii. [la yxK, Takoro uavoTa s 1JaBHO He BcTpedas! —
UskaH YKo pa3pasuiics CMEXOM.

— Ilo pamunuun?

— A g pasBe He cka3aj 06 5ToM TosbKo yto? Llanryans!”

Haxkonen Yxxan Yxo cen U, eXMaHO YCMEXHYBIIUCH, 3asBUI:

— UsHbau, nepen To00i ocoba, 4To OO0JblIe BCeX YIOCTaU-
BaeTCs MUJIOCTU HBIHE TpaBsiieit ummneparpulbl, lllanryans
BaHbap coOCTBEHHOM MepcoHoit, 6oJiee N3BECTHAs KaK XKeHIIMHA-
KaHIuIep.

— O Heb0! — BockiaukHyI LISTHBIN, CIOBHO TPOMOM ITOPaKEH-
Hblit. [lonroe BpeMsi oH Mojiya Tapaiiuics Ha Lllanryans Banbap,
M HAKOHEIl K HEMY BEpHYJICS ap peuu: — YAUBUTEIbHO, KaK MpU-
BJIEKATEIbHbI XEHIIUHBI, TePEeOaeThIe B MYXKUMH!

HenpuxpriTast 1ecTb BoBce He pazosnuia lllanryans Baneap —
Ta JWIIb YIBIOHYIAach B OTBET, M Ha IlIeKaX €€, CIOBHO IIBETHI,
pacuBeny SIMOYKH.

— 3HauuT, ¥ pasaa Tak, pa3 yx HeBsaTeiii LIBeTok 3ameTun 31o!

* B KUTACKOM $SI3bIKE HAa3BaHKE JOJKHOCTH «dIMHOBHUK» 0003HAYAET-
cs1 TeMU 3Ke uepornudamu, uto ums [llanryans. OTcrona urpa cjioB —
JKEHIIMHA-YUHOBHMK 1O (haMUJINU, TOCIOBHO TIEPEBOASIICICS KakK
«YMHOBHUK>.
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— XBaTUT Opyr Apyry 3yObl 3aroBapuBath. BaHbap, KTO 3TO
¢ To60i1? — Ykan Yzko mepeBes B3I Ha ee CIIYTHUKA.

IIpexne yem lllanryanr BaHbap ycmesa OTBETUTh, MyXKYMHA
LIarHYJ BIepe/l, MOKJIOHUJICS ¥ TPOMKO CKa3aJl ¢ 3aMETHBIM aK1IEHTOM:

— 4l mocon ctpansl HuxoH, Takxke M3BECTHOM Kak SToHwMsI,
npu ABope nuHactuu TaH... Het, mocon ctpansl HuxoH npu nBope
nuHactuu Y Uskoy'. MeHs 30ByT ABaTa-HO MaxuTo, s MpUObLI
C BU3UTOM K MenHomy yueHOMY!

OH pacnpsamuicsa. Ha ero nuie 3acTbuio BOJHEHME, a TyObI
MOJAePTUBAIUCH B YTOJIKAX.

— IlpunBopHbIid UcTOpuorpad, ABara-Ho MaxuTo — Ball
MOKJIOHHUK! — KokeTnuBo 3ametwia lllanryans Banbap, nmogHsB
OpoBM.

— M3 Huxon? He u3 dmarto?™ — cnipocnn Yxkan Yxo.

— Ilo3aBuepa s yxke oO1IAJICSI ¢ UMIIEpaTPULIE OT JIlia mpa-
BUTEJISI MOETro rocygapctBa. [IpuHAIM pellieHrue Ha3biBaTh MOIO
ctpany HuxoH, To ectb AnoHueit, — TOp>keCTBEHHO 3asiBUJI ABaTa-
HO Maxuro.

— Canurech, He CTeCHSITEeCh, — cierka KuBHy1 Yxxan Ysko.

Ilanryanb Banbap u ABata-Ho MaxuTo ceiau HarnpoTuB YxkaH
Uxo. YeTBepo Jitoneii, pa3MeCTUBILIMXCS Ha BepaHIe, HEKOTOPOe
BpeMsl MoJlya MeperisiabIBAINCh, He 3Hasl, KaK HauaTh pa3roBop.

— bo1ock, ClIly4nsIoch YTO-TO COBCEM IILJIOXO€, Pa3 Bbl OPOCUIN
BCe 00A3aHHOCTHU B UMIIEPATOPCKOM JABOPIIE M TPUMUATINCH B MO
BETXUI1 OCOOHSIK, /1a ellle C IMTOHCKUM TMOoCIoM? — MPayHO MOWH-
TepecoBaiicst YxkaH Yxo.

* Bropas Uxkoy — KuTaiickasi uMIepaTopcKasi IMHACTHSI, KOTopast
cymiectBoBajia ¢ 690 mo 705 rox H. 3., Korma uMnepatpuieii Kuras
ob1a Y Ukao, 0ojiee usBectHast Kak Y L33TsHb. YTOOBI OTIIMYUTH
nuHacTuio Yxoy ot muHactum YKoy mommHbeKoro nepuona (1122—
249 ron o H. 3.), JaHHYIO TMHACTHUIO Ha3bIBaOT Y YxKoy.

™ VYcrapesuiee HazBanue AnoHnn. IMEHHO SITOHCKOMY MOCTY ABaTa-HO
MaxuTo A0BeIOCh B TIEPBBIA pa3 00bIBUTH KUTAMIIaM, 4TO CTpaHa
Ha OCTpoBax 3a BocTouHbIM MOpeM Ha3biBaeTcs He «SIMaTo», a «Hu-
XOH». Tak OHa ¢ TeX Iop 1 30BeTcs (pyccKoe «SAmoHus» — oTcrona xe).
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— W3 cobaubeii macTu He XAu CIOHOBOM KocTu! — 3anuiiach
cmexoMm IllaHryanb BaHbap, HO TYT XXe ocekjiach U, MOMpayHeB,
kuBHyna. — Jla, cayuuiaock. Bo nBopiie.

— Kak Moo 4to-To ciay4uThbes BO ABOpLE?! — yIMBIEHHO
BockJIMKHYI u LstHbIU.

— Cay4yuaoch 4TO-TO... KpaiiHe cTpaHHOe! — B3BOJIHOBAaHHO
npotsHyina lllanryans Banbap. ToueHble OpoBU €€ U3OTHYJINUCH,
aJible TyOBI cIeTKa MPUOTKPBUINCH, U C HUX COPBAJICSI TUXUIA, TPYCT-
HbII B3nox. OHa ycTpeMuia NoJHbIM 6oy B3misia Ha YskaH Uko
n JIn UsHbnm.

— Ecau 4T0o-TO MPOMCXOAUT BO ABOPIIE, C ATUM JOJKEH pas-
o6uparbcs uMmmnepaTop. Eciy ummieparop ycrai, y HEToO eCTh 1eblii
KabuHeT MUHUCTPOB. Ha xoii uept BbI mpuexanu ko MmHe? — C 3Tu-
MU cioBaMu YxkaH YKo collies BO ABOP, YTOObI TOKOPMUTD PbIO
B npyay. bpocuB UM cbenoOHbIE KPOILIKKU, OH BEPHYJICS, CKUMAas
B pyKax HETIOHSITHO OTKY/a B3SBIIYIOCS PO3Y.

benas po3a B ero pykax Obljia BOIJIOIIEHUEM HEXKHOCTU — €€
JIETKME JIETIECTKHU TpereTaay Ha XOJ0JHOM BETDY.

CrosBiinii psagom ABata-Ho MaxuTo orisiHyincs. Bo nBope
HUYETO He POCIIO, He ObLIO HU €AUHOTO IIBETKA.

— botoch, UTO HUKTO, KpOME Bac, HE CMOXET HaM MOMOYb. —
C stumu cnoBamu lllanryans BaHbap B3siyia LBeTOK U3 pyK YxkaH
Yo 1 momHec1a ero K HoCy, YToObI BTSIHYThH apoMart. Ee OpoBu yaus-
JIEHHO B3METHYJIMCh BBepX. Bce-Taku XKeHIIMHBI 63 yMa OT LIBETOB.

UYxaH Yo BHOBb 3aKer MaJIOUKy 0JaroBOHUI B KypUJIbHULIE
U C YABIOKOM cKa3al:

— 41 Bcero nullb MapaaTaH, OeqHbIA 1 IeHUBLINA. J1a, BBIIJISIKY
s IOJTy41le IPYTuX, HO 1o 60Jblueii yacTu 6ecriosie3eH. M He cMo-
Ty BaM HMYEM MTOMOUYb.

ABaTa-HO MaxuTo ynaj Ha KOJeHU U BCKPUKHYIT:

— Barie mpeBocxXonuTeNbCTBO, MTPOIITY Bac, MOMOTUTE!

— VYBaxaeMblii MOCOJI, s1 HE 3HAlO, Kakue oOblyau B Bauei
ctpaHe. B Kutae oOpaieHue «Baiie npeBOCXoIUTENbCTBO» HEb3s1
MCMOIb30BaTh 6€3 pazdopa. Tak Mbl MOXKeM 0OpalaThcsl, HapuMep,
K OTILly, — 'POMKO paccmesijics B oTBeT YxkaH Yzko.
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ABata-HO MaxuTo 3ajJujicsl KpacKoil 1 TYT e TOPOIUIMBO MC-
MpaBUIICS:

— TIpoury Bareit MoMoIIM, TOCHOANH!

— V! S yepecuyp noOpblIit U MsITKOCEpIeuHbIi. PacckasbiBaii-
Te, YTO cTpsiciioch. — YkaH Uko MaxHyn pyKOH U MOBEPHYJICS.
Ha ero nuue HaKoHe1-TO MOsSIBUJICSI HAMEK Ha CEPbE3HOCTb.

ABata-Ho Maxuto 6pocui B3misin Ha Lllanryans Banbap, ko-
TOpas HETIOABXKHO CTOsIa, CXKMMast B pyKax IIBeTOK. Ta 0CTOpOXK-
HO KMBHYJIA.

— C uero 6b1 HauaTh?.. [les0 B KOTe, — B3IOXHYJI ABaTa-HO
Maxuro.

— Bxote? — Jlu LIssHbAM HEBOJILHO BBITAPAIIWI I71a3a U BITWII-
cst B3rsinoM B UskaH Yko.

Ha 6enom nuue Yxxan Ysko He IpOrHYyI HU OAUMH MYCKYJ — JIMLIO
€ro HarroMUHaJo TIyOOKMIi KoJIoAel, JeAsSHYIO BOAY B KOTOPOM
HUKOTIA He Tporaja psiOb.

— SnoHus Bcerma Bocxuuanach Ballleil CTpaHoO# U cuuTalia ee
rocyiapcTBOM, TOCTOMHBIM MoapaxkaHusi. UMeHHO mo aToii npu-
YUHe MOSI CTpaHa HEOMHOKPATHO OTIpaBJsija Ciofa MocjoB. DTO
YeCTb U MOYET, HO... TAKYIO 3a/1a4y HEJIETKO UCTIOJTHUTh. — ABaTa-HO
MaxuTo OIyCTHJI FOJI0BY U MEAJIEHHO MPOAOJIKUI: — XOTb 1 U TTPO-
HUCXOXY U3 CEMbU rOCyIapCTBEHHbIX YNUHOBHUKOB, ¥ MEHSI HET
HUKaKUX aMOULIMIT UJIK TOCTOMHCTB, KPOME BOCITUTAHUS U 3HAHUS
ATUKETA, HO ATIOHCKUIT UMIIEpaTOp BLIOpa UMEHHO MEHSI Ha TOJIK -
HOCTb nocja JnmoHuu 1ipu ABope AuHacTuu TaH win yxe Y YUxoy.
Korna Hacrynuia gata oTbesna, sl HaJiea TpaypHYyIo OfeXIy U Mo-
MpPOLIAJICI CO CBOEI CeMbEIA...

— VYBaxaeMBblit 1TocoJ, 5T He ToHMMalo... Pa3 Bac BeIOpasu 1o-
CJIOM CTpaHbl, Bbl TOJDKHBI C PAJOCTbIO BBIMOJHSTH CBOM TOJIT.
[Touemy >xe BbI HaJeJU TPAaypHYIO OAEXKIY B AeHb MpOLIaHus? —
yauBieHHO cripocui du LissHbnu.

— Tocnoaun Au, nyth oT Moeit ctpanbl 1o Kutas cocrapnsier
GoJiee IeCATH ThICSAY JiU~ 110 Mopio. Kaxmomy mociy mpeacTouT

* OnuH 1 paBeH npuMepHo 500 m.
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MePeXUTh OypHBIE BOJIHBI U IITOPMOBBIE BETPa, CTOJKHYTHCSI C MHO-
JKECTBOM JMKOBUHHBIX MOPCKHUX YYIUIL U KOBAPHBIX OCTPHIX KO-
payioBbIX pudoB. Ha neBsITh IAHCOB YMEPETh JIMIIb OOUH OCTaTh-
csl B XXKuBBIX. Tak ObU10 Beerna. TobKo OMHOMY U3 I€CSITU YETOBEK
CYXJIeHO 100paThCsl 10 3eMeb AMHACTUM TaH, — OTBeTWI ABaTa-HO
Maxwuro.

JAun LIS HBIM IIKPOKO OTKPHUT POT OT YAUBJIECHUS, HO HE IIPOPO-
HWJI HU cjioBa. ABaTa-HO MaxuTo MOIHSJ TOJOBY U OCMOTPEN
Ha YxaH Yxo.

— Mowu poautenu ymMepiu paHo. S oTell Tpex ChIHOBE U J10-
yepu. [letu mou ele MajgeHbkue. MMeHHO 1Mo3ToOMy B IeHb paccTa-
BaHUs s He MOT HailiTH cebe MecTa OT BOJIHEHUS, BOT U TIPUHEC
KO€-4TO U3 IoMa.

— M uro xe 310? — cnpocun Au LstHban.

— Dr0 KOoT, — oTBeTUJ] ABaTa-HO Maxuto. — Crapblii UepHBIi
KOT, €My y>K€ MHOTO-MHOTO JIET.

Bce monmuanu. Yskan Yzko mOmHSIT TOJIOBY, U OTTOTO HE ObLIO
BUIHO BhIpaxkeHUs ero auua. Hebo cTano xMypbIM, Ka3ajloch, YTO
BOT-BOT IIOMJIET CHET.

— Her HyXnBl paccka3blBaTb, HACKOJIBKO TPYIHBIM OBLIO TTy-
TEIIeCTBUE, MOCKOJbKY MHE YAaJoCh CllacTUCh OT cMepTu. Kak
TOJIKO MOM TIJla3a CMOIJIM Pa3/IMYUTh BAajeKe nobepekbe Balleit
CTpaHbl, pa3pasuicsl CUJIbHBINA IITOPM. S He 3HaJI, Cy>KIEHO JIM MHE
BBIXKUTH, [TOTOMY MOJIMJICS O CBOEM CITaCEHUM BCEM U3BECTHBIM MHE
6oram. OrpoMHasi BoJIHa HaKpblJla CyTHO U OTJIYIIINJIAa MEHSI, s 10~
Tepsi co3HaHue. OUHYIICS yKe Ha Cyllle — BOJIHBI BBLIOPOCUIIN MEHSI
Ha Trecok. MHorue u3 Tex, KTO IUIbUIM BMECTE CO MHOI, MOruou,
OJIHAKO... MOpE He TPOHYJIo MeHs. Ha Moem Tesie He ObLUIO HM lia-
panuHbl. Korma st ouHysicsi, To 0OHapy>XUJ MOETO CTaporo KoTa,
MnpMKaBIlIerocs: Ko MHe. Jlymalo, UMEHHO OH U CIlac MHE KU3Hb,
Bellb B MOEI CTpaHe KOThl — HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIE CYILIeCTBa, — CKa-
3aj1 ABata-Ho Maxuto. McTtopusi ero yyaecHOro criaceHusl 3acra-
BUJIa BCEX MOJIYa BHUMATh KaXJIOMY CJIOBY.

— Ha nytu K nMnepaTopckoMy IBOPY s OTHOCUJICS K CTApOMY
KOTY CO Bceli 3a00TOi 1 BHUMaHKEM, UYTO MOT eMy JaTh, BO3HOCUJI
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ero, OynTo Kot Obu1 HacTosAMM 6oxecTBOM. Korna Mbl mpuObLIH
B YaHbaHb, HAC pa3MeCTUIM B MOHACThIpe JlacuHbIIIaHb y KBapTa-
Ja l3uHmanbdaH, U cTapblii KOT cTajl MOUM TOBapUIIEM, YTO
CKpaIIuBaj BpeMsT OKUIAaHUs, T0Ka UMIIEPATOPCKUIA TBOP TTPU30-
BET MeHs1. B uyXoii cTpaHe TOJIbKO OH COCTaBJIsT MHE KOMITAHUIO
¥ HallOMMHAJ MHE O POJIMHE, U JIUILIb OH ObLT MOMM €NMHCTBEHHbBIM
yTellleHueM, — MPOIOJIKIII CBOI paccKas MOCoJ U, TSXKEIO0 B3I0X-
HYB, 100aBUI: — 4 mymai, THU MOUX CTpaJaHUil MOJOIUIN K KOH-
11y, HO HE OXKMIaJl, YTO KOIIMap OOPYIIUTCSI HA MOIO TOJIOBY B CE€llb-
MO IeHb TIEPBOTO Mecslia.

— CenbMoii eHb IEPBOTO Mecsila? — 3aTauB JbIXaHUE, TIepe-
cinpocui Au LstHbaU.

— Tem yTpoM s, Kak 00bIYHO, TOKOPMMJI KOTA 1 YIIEJ 1O CBO-
uM aenam. CrycTsi Kakoe-To BpeMsl sl OHSII, UTo OH mponal. f vc-
KaJ ero TMoJjIHs, HO KoTa HUrAe He O0bu1o. Cly>Xutead ooblcKalu
BEChb XpaM, HO ToXe He Halnuiu ero. Kak pa3 B 3To BpeMsi MbI TTOJTY-
YUJIM JOJTOXIaHHY0 HoBOoCTh: Ee MMneparopckoe BenuuectBo
ObLi1a coryacHa Ha ayIuMeHIMIO U MpUIialiajia Ha TOPXKEeCTBEHHYIO
BCTpeyy B INIaBHBII 00psiAoBbIi 3a1 ABopua JaMuHryH. MHe nipu-
IIJIOCh OTJIOKUTH MMOMCKHU Y Ha4aTh TOTOBUTHCS K IMOE3IKE BO JIBO-
peul. Korga cremHeno, st oJesicsi U B COMPOBOXIEHUN CBOMX CIYT
MOKUHYI xpaM. TopxKecTBEHHO mpoleccueil Mbl MeJIEHHO Ha-
MpaBunch Ha ceBep. Ho uepe3 mapy KBapTajioB pasfaycsi BCTpe-
BOKEHHBII KPUK CITYT.

Kax Tonpko ABata-Ho Maxuto ckasan 31o, Au LssHbaM oxHYyT
W XJIOITHYJ B JIAJOIIN:

— Heyxenu B Ty HOUb B OBO3Ke ObUIN BbI?!

ABara-Ho MaxuTo HacTopoxeHHO ycTaBuiics Ha du LssHbau
U CIIPOCUIT:

— Heyxenu...

— M g rorga 6b1y BocTounbix Bopot xpama LI3siHbdhy! — Boc-
KuKHy Jdu Lsgabau.

— Pa3z tak, To Bbl BUAEIN, YTO MPOU30IILI0? — cripocu YxkaH
YKo, OITyCTHUB roJIOBY U MCHOIJI00bs ycTaBuBIIUCH Ha Jlu LigHban
U SITTOHCKOTO T0CJIa, a Te OMHOBPEMEHHO aXHYJIH.
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— CHauaja 0 MO€ro cliyxa TOHEeCIUCh yaapbl 6apadaHoOB U 3BY-
KU MY3bIKHU. f mogaymal, 4To rae-To ObLT caMblil pa3rap NMUpllecTsa,
1 He oOpaTui Ha 3To BHUMaHMs. [1o3xe, yClblliaB KpUKU CIYT,
s TIOCTICIITHO TIOIHSJI 3aHaBEC U M3Majieka YBUIE yXKacarlllyio
cueHy. Hukorna 6b1 He momyMalt, YTo BXXKUBYIO CTOJKHYCh C HOUHBIM
1IeCTBUMEM COTeH uynoBuil! Ho Mou rm1aza MHe HUKOTa He BPYT.

— C HOYHBIM ILIECTBHUEM COTEH YyTOBUI? — YAUBIEHHO OKPYT-
Jii rnasza JAu LIssHbIM, OT BOJIHEHUS BBITATUBASICH B CTPYHY.

ABaTta-HO MaxuTo KUBHYII:

— Kak roBopsT B Moeii cTpaHe: BCSIKUIA pa3, Koraa HoYb OIy-
CKaeTcs Ha 3eMJI10, KOTIIa CTUXAIOT BCE 3BYKU, a JIIOAU MOTPYXKaIoT-
cs B clagkue oObSITHSI CHA, YyIOBUIIA 3AITOJIOHSIIOT TOPOICKHUE
yiuubl. OHU MOIOT, TUISIIIYT, BECESATCS M HACAAXIAIOTCS MUPOM
0e3 moaeit. UMeHHO 2TO Mbl Ha3bIBaéM HOUYHBIM I1IECTBUEM COTEH
YyIOBUIII.

Uxan YKo cKenTUUECKU XMbBIKHYJI:

— TI@! Cygero 6b1 Tak roBopuiu B AAnioHun? YBaxkaemblii TOCoJI,
TaK Ha3blBaeMOE HOYHOE IIeCTBUE COTEeH YYJAOBUII OEpeT CBOU
uctoku B JApeBHeM Kurae.

ABaTta-HO MaxuTo yIUBJIEHHO MOAHSI OPOBU B OTBET.

UYxaH YKo 00BsICHUI:

— B npeBHOCTM nMIiepaTop XyaH-I1 HaKaszalsl cBoeii xxeHe Momy
OTBevaTh 3a MPOBEAeHNE PUTYATbHBIX KepTBoNpuHoleHui. Eit
HaIeXaao CTaTh 3aKJIMHATEJEM IyXOB, U TTIOTOMY Ha e¢ TJIeun
Jiersia OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 32 U3THaHWe HeurcThix cui u3 [longHebec-
HOI1 M penoTBpalieHue oeacTBuil. [Tozxe MOJKHOCTh 3aKJIMHATe-
JIsl TyXOB OblIa 3aKperieHa Ha ToCyIapCTBEHHOM ypoBHe. B Tpak-
tate «Uxoy n1u» B paznene «Cs ryaHb» TOBOPUTCS, UTO «3aKJIMHATEb
JlyXOB 00J1a4aeTcsl B IIKYpPY MeNBels, U3-1oA KOTOPOi BUIHEETCS
YepHO-KpacHasl liepeMOHMaIbHasl OiexXaa, U, CBepKasi YeThIpbMSI
3J71aThIMU TJIa3aMU, YTO YKpAIIaloT MacKy, MOJHUMAET BBEPX KOIbe
U IIUT, YTOOBI M3THATh HEYUCTYIO CUJTY U MIPUBHECTU TTOKOI B Ta-
JlaTbl». DTO 3HAYUT, UTO KaXblii pa3, korna B Kurae ormeuasncs
BakKHbIN Mpa3aHUK, 3aKJIMHATEIb IyXOB 00J1a4ajcsl B pUTyabHbIE
ONEXXIbI, HaJieBaJl MacKy ¢ YeTbIPbMS IJ1a3aMu M, TOPIO MOTHSB
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BBEPX KOIMbE U IIUT, BBIBOAWJI 32 COOOI 3a mpenesbl ropoaa oec-
YHCAEHHBIX JEMOHOB U MPU3PAKOB, 1a0bl OHU TepecTain Tep3aTh
3emJ0. Jlymalo, 3TOT oObluaii pacrpocTpaHeH U B Ballleii cTpaHe,
HO TTIOCKOJIbKY JIIOJW HE 3HAIOT €r0 UICTUHHOTO 3HAYEHMUSI, TO CUM-
TalOT, YTO PeUb UAET BCETO JIUILb O HOUHOM LIECTBUM COTEH YYyIOBUILI.

ABaTa-HO MaxuTo 3aBOPOXKEHHO KUBHYJI:

— BuaguMo, Bce Tak U €CTh.

— JlanHo, He Oymy OoJibllie pa3mIarojibCTBOBATh. YBaXkaeMblii
MOCOoJI, TPOIOJIKaTe CBOM paccka3! — paBHOMYIIIHBIM TOHOM CKa-
3a1 Yxxan Yko.

ABaTa-HO MaxuTo B3APOTHYJ, U IJIUHHBIM Med, 3aTKHYTHII
3a IMOsIC, C TPOXOTOM YITaJl Ha 3eMJTIO.

— 4 ObLT MOpaXeH 10 ITyOWHBI AyIH, YBUAEB KOTOB B UEJIOBE-
YeCKUX OJESIHUSIX, MOIOIINX, TAHLIYIOIIMX U TOJKAIOIIUX BIIEpe.
IMOBO3KY, KOTOpasi, Ka3aJloCh, Obla MOJIHA cepeOpsIHBIX MOHET. 41 11o-
MPOCUJ Kyuyepa IMOI0rHaTh MO0 IMTOBO3KY MOOJIMXE, YTOObI BHUMA-
TeJIbHO ee paccMoTpeTb. Ho He ycrenn Mbl HarHaTh UX, KaK KOTbI
M HaroJIHeHHast cepedpoM MOBO3Ka MCIapuInch B Bo3nyxe! — mpo-
mentaj ABata-Ho MaxuTo. JIulo ero oT cTpaxa CcTajio MernejlbHbIM.

— Jlymato, 5To HUKaK He CBSI3aHO C TeéM, YTO MOTJIO TPOU30ii-
TU BO IBOpIIe, — pe3Ko oTBeTus UxkaH Yxo.

— W MHe Torma Kazajuoch, 4TO 3TU COOBITUSI HUKAK He CBSI3aHHbl,
HO... TO, UTO CJIyYMJIOCH JaJIblle... — HEPBHO IIpoOOpMoOTal ABaTa-
Ho Maxuto. — Korma 310 mpou3oniio, s pacTepsicsa 1 IpuKasai
ciyram nocnemutb. [Tocie Toro kKak Mbl MUHOBaIM KBapTtan Karixy-
adaH U JOCTUIJIM YJIULIbI, YTO TSIHETCSI C BOCTOKA Ha 3amaf MpsiMo
nepen MiMmepaTopcKuM ropoaoM, 3aBepHYB 3a yroJi, Boajeke Mbl
yBUJIEJIN yesioBeka. B oObluHOE BpeMs s1 Obl HE 0OpaTuil Ha HeTo
BHUMAaHUS: THEM YJIMIIbl 3aMOJHEHbI TOJIAaMU Jtofeii, oecrnopsi-
JOYHO CHYIOLIMX Tyda-ctoga. OqHaKO TOT YeJIO0BEK HaXOIUJICS
Ha yJaule BOMPeKd KOMEHIAHTCKOMY Yacy... U... Y Hero He ObLIO
TEHHU... $l He MOT OTBECTU OT HETO B3IJISII U MOTOMY IMpUKa3ay ocTa-
HOBUTb IMOBO3KY.

Jw LstHbIIM He yaepsKajics U CIIPOCHIT:

— ¥YBaxaeMblii 110COJ, BBl 3HAJIU TOTO yeaoBeKa?
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ABaTa-HO MaxuTo Jullb MoKavyaja rojJoBOi B OTBET.

— Torna mouemy... — Havaa cBoit Bonipoc Iu LstHbIuU.

— Bce ouenb npocto, — ckazan ABata-HO Maxuto, Iiiyooko
B310XHYB. — Ha pykax y Hero ObLT YepHBI KOT, KOTOPOTO 51 KaK
pa3 notepsi!

— DTO HEBO3MOXHO! — HEPBHO XMXUKHYB, oTBeTUJI 1 LIsiHb-
qu. — Kak Bbl MOIJIM U3aajieka pa3misiAeTb, YTO OH HeC UMEHHO
Baiero kota? B Mupe ke CTOJIbKO YepHBIX KOIIEK — HE COCUMTATH!..

— S yBepen! Mou r1aza MHe He BPYT! — €O BCeii CEpbe3HOCThIO
3asBuJ ABara-Ho MaxuTto. — TOT KOT ObLJ1 MOMM BEPHBIM APYIrOM
MHOTHe, MHOrue ronbl. S y3Haw ero u3 Tteicsiun. OIMOKU ObITh
HE MOXET.

— MW uro xe 6bu10 moToM? — crpocun Au LstHbau.

— 4 mpukaszajn ocTaHOBUTDH MOBO3KY. YeoBeK TOT ObLI MOJHO-
CThIO 00J1aueH B YepPHBIE OAEXKIbI, CKPBIBAIOIIME €r0 XYAOIIaByl0
(urypy. 3a nosicom Bucesn JMHHBIA Med. CO CTOPOHBI YETIOBEK
BBIJISIIEN KaK O6J1aropofHbIi BOMH, M BHEIIIHOCTb €ro Obljla Kpacu-
Ba — KaK FOBOPUTCS, KPOBb C MOJIOKOM. fI cITpoCuJI MyTHUKA, OT-
Kyza y Hero Moit KoT. OH oKa3ajicst 10CTaTOYHO BexJInBbIM. CKasal,
YTO pa3 y 3TOT0 YEPHOTO KOTa €CTh XO35IMH, 3HAYUT, €T0 CICAYeT
BEPHYTb 3aKOHHOMY Biaaeiblily. CriepBa s1 ObLIO PELIWI, YTO OH
BOp, HO KOTJa yBUAEJ, HACKOJIbKO 3JIeTAaHTHbI €0 MaHepbl, KOraa
MMOYYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK OJlaroyXaeT ero oaexaa, TO He cTajl 0oJibliie
3aJaBaTh BOMIPOCOB. Sl ObLT Tak paa BEpHYTh cede KoTa, MOe MoTe-
PSHHOE COKPOBHUILE, UTO HArpaauia My>KUYMHY, OTChIIIaB U3 CBOETO
KapmaHa cepebpa. — C atumu ciioBamu ABata-Ho MaxuTo mouTu-
TeJTbHO MOKJIOHWJICS U MPOJOJIKII CBOIT pacckas: — 3aTeM s Ha-
MpaBUJICS BO IBOpEI] BMECTE C KOTOM.

— 4 He ocablmancs? Bbl 1eCTBUTENBHO PELIMIIM B3SITh KOTa
BO nBopel? — Ha Juie YxkaH Yko HAaKOHEI-TO MOSIBUJICS HaMeK
Ha yauBJIEHUE.

— Yro B 3TOM 3a1npeTHOro? — OTBETUJI BOIIPOCOM Ha BOMIPOC
MocoJ.

UkaH Ysxo HMYETo He cKasall, JIMIIb CTpebHY B3nIsiAoM Ha [llaH-
ryanb Banbap. Ha ux 1uiax 3acTbuio cMelllaHHOE BhIpaKeHUE.
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3ametus, uto YskaH Yxo u lllanryanbs Banbap crpaHHO Tiepe-
MIabIBalOTCS, ABaTa-HO MaxuTo MOCIENHO MPOTOBOPUI:

— KaxeTcs... He CTOMIO MHE TMPUHOCUTHL KOTa BO IBOpEII.
OnHako Mmocje BOCCOSNMHEHUS] ¢ MOUM MYIIUCTBIM CITyTHUKOM
s1 IpeObIBa B MPEKPACHOM PACIIONOXKEHUU AyXa U COBEPIIEHHO
He noaymait o6 atoM. bosee Toro, Koraa st i B xpame JlacuHbIlIaHb
y kBaprana lI3unmanbsdan, ciasiman, uro Ee Ummnepatopckoe Be-
JINYECTBO JIIOOUT KOIIEK, U MOAYMaJl, YTO MOKHO B3SITh KOTa C CO-
00l K UMIEepaTOPCKOMY JIBODY.

Uskan YKo XOJIOMHO YCMEXHYIICS:

— Bul, cyns o Bcemy, He yMeeTe OTJIMYaTh MpaBay OT OpexHu
1, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI TTPUCTYIIATHCS K TOMY, K YeMY HY>KHO MPU-
CylIaThCs, YIOBUJIM JIMIIb KAKOU-TO B310p!

— Tlouemy? — ABara-HO MaxuTo He MOHSLI, HA YTO HaMeKaJs
UxaH Yxxo. ToT e aulillb MaxXHYJ PyKOi, TpUKa3biBasi MOCIy Mpo-
IIOJDKUTh CBOI paccKas.

ABaTta-HO MaxuTo OMyCTUJICSI HA JE€PEBSIHHbIE TOCKU TOJa
M 33IpOXKaT:

— TopxecTBeHHBII IprUeM IMpoxoaui B 3aie JIMHa3AsIHb. XOTb
sl M YaCTBIM TOCTh B UMITEPATOPCKUX ABOPLIAX, HO HUKOTAA J0 3TO-
TO HE BUIIEJ CTOJIb IPaHAMO3HbIX mupluecTB. [To cpaBHEHUIO € UM-
nepatopckuM aBopoM Kutas Hailla cTpaHa MmoaoOHa... JIryuike
Ha IHe KOJIONIIA, YTO BIepuJia B3NS B BEICOKOE He0O... OcobeHHO
MeHs BocxuiiaeT Ee UMnepaTtopckoe BennuectBo. S npekiioHstoch
npes ee MyIpOCThlO M TeHualbHOCThI0. KuTaii — Besnukasi ctpaHa,
JIOCTOIHAsI BOCXUILEHUS!

— Yro npousouwio panbiie? — Yskan YKo, HECMOTpS Ha Tpe-
CKYYMI MOPO3, TOCTaJ CKJIIAAHOU BEEP U PACKPBLI €r0, CIIPSITAB
JINIIO 32 PUCYHKOM KPacUBOI MTULIbI aJloro 1iBeTa. ABata-Ho Ma-
XUTO 3TO yauBwWiIO, a Jlu LIsgHbau, Kazanoch, HUYEro He 3amMeyall.

— ChHauajna Bce ObLIO XOpOIIo, — MoKavyas roJIOBO oco. —
ITo BceM mpaBumIaM 3TUKETa, KOTOPOMY MEHSI Hay4JI TTOCOJT CO CTO-
POHBI UMITEPATOPCKOTO ABOPA, 51 AeHCTBOBA OCMOTPUTENBHO U aK-
KypaTHO, 0COOEHHO MocJje BpydyeHUs roaapka u ouliuaibHOTO
nociaHus ot umneparopa Anonun. Ee Umneparopckoe BennuectBo

MounTaTh onMcaHKe, peLeH3umn 1 KynuTe Ha caiite MA®da



http://www.mann-ivanov-ferber.ru/books/kosacii-monstr/?utm_source=nkk&utm_campaign=get-chapter&utm_content=kosacii-monstr

ObLJ1a HACTOJbKO AOBOJIbHA, YTO aXKe MUJIOCTUBO COMIaCUIACh
OTHBIHE UMEHOBATh MO0 cTpaHy AnoHueit. OgHaKo... Korna Top-
JKECTBEHHBII IMTPUEM YKe MOAXOAMI K TpUuyMbaTbHOMY 3aBEpIIEHUIO,
ciaydyuiach 6ena.

JI06 simoHcKoro nocia noKpbuics JensiHoM ncnapuHoii. JIpoxb
npobuia ero Tejo.

— Bo aBope BHe3anmHO MOSIBUJICS... KOT!.. — 3auKasich, BOC-
KJIMKHYJT OH.

UxaH Yko 3acThlI, CIOBHO TPOMOM MOpaXeHHbIi. Beep B ero
pyKax rnepecta ABUraThCs.

— 41 He cTan OpaTh KoTa ¢ co00it B 3aj1 JIMHARASIHL U TTOPYYMT
OIHOMY U3 CJIYT TPUCMOTPETh 32 HUM. HUKTO M TTpeacTaBUTh HE MOT,
YTO KOT BHE3AIMHO MOSIBUTCS B 3aJ1€ M Ha T1a3axX y MHOXECTBA Jilofeit
MenJieHHo nopoineT Kk TpoHy Ee MMneparopckoro Benuuectsa,
CANET U TPOMKO MSIYKHeT.

UskaH Yko ciierka MpUKpbUI Ta3a — JUIMHHBIE PECHUIIBI T0-
JiparuBajiu.

— Ee Mmnepatopckoe BeanuecTBo Obl1a BHE ce0s1 OT SIPOCTH.
OHa rpo3Ho 3akpuyaja: «KTo mo3Boimia KOTy noracTh B 3a1?!» —
TIPOMOJIKIII CBOM paccka3 ABara-HO MaxuTo, SMOIIMOHAIBHO XKe-
CTUKYJUPYSI.

I'y6s1 Ykan Ysko cierka ApOTHYJM, CJIOBHO TOT XOTeN YJbIO-
HYTbCS.

— BrbI npusHanuce?

— Pasymeercs! MHoro u 6bITh He MOTIIO! — 3aKuBai ABaTa-HO
Maxuro. — S momolien K TpoHy, mai Ha kosneHnu npen Ee MMmnepa-
TOPCKUM BennuecTBOM M Y€CTHO MPU3HAJCS, KOMY TTPUHAIEKUT
KOT.

— Ee MMmneparopckoe BennuecTBo HaBepHsIKa MeTala MOJTHUU
oT rHeBa? — ExunnHo nmpuinypusmuch, Yxxan Yxo cmesyics Haq
SIMOHCKUM TIOCJIOM.

ABata-HO MaxuTo KMBHYII:

— Jla. Ee UmnepaTopckoe BennuecTBo Oblia pasrHeBaHa HACTOJTb-
KO, YTO OMHUM B3MaxoM PYKM CMeJla Ha IToJT BCe C TMCbMEHHOTO CTOJa.
A cTpaxa 6pocuiach JJOBUTH KOTa. S 1 rmomymaTh HE MOT, YTO CTaphli
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KOT OKaXeTCsl HACTOJILKO JIOBKMM U CMOXKET YCKOJTb3HYTh OT MHOXECTBA
LeNKUX pyK, 3arpbirHyB Ha ctoil Ee MMnepatopckoro BenmnuecTsal

— Jla yx, ma yx... — noBTropsiii YxkaH YKo, Ha ero ria3ax BbI-
CTYNUJIU CJIEe3bI OT CMeXa.

— Ee Mmneparopckoe BennyecTBo ucnyraiach HaCTOJbKO, UYTO
MpaKTUYECKH yrnaja HaB3HUYb, 1 BCE YNHOBHUKHU U MPUABOPHBIE
JIaMbl KUHYJINUCH eif Ha Tomollb. B 3aie mapuia HacTosuit xaoc.
KoT, BUIUMO, TOXEe UCITyTajcs U TTOTOMY ITPOH3UTEIHLHO MSIyKall.
VYo6eras ot ctpaxku, oH ckakHys K Ee UmniepaTopckomy BenuuectBy
U pacuapanali ee!

— Hapgerock, KOT He TpoHYJI ee inua? — nouHrepecoBacs Jdu
LsSHBIM U TYT Xe MPUKYCUJT ceOe S3bIK.

ABaTta-HO MaxuTo 6poCHIO B XOJIOIHBI TOT:

— Her, Tonbko pyku. Ee MmmniepaTopckoe BenmuectBo ot BoJI-
HEHUS MPaKTUYeCKU JUIIMIAch 4yBCTB. Eit moMoriu BeITH U3 3aja.
MeHs ke ToiiMaId U OTBEJM B OJHY U3 ABOPIIOBBIX KapaysaoK.
A naxe npenctaBuTh cedbe HE MOT, UTO TAKOE MOXET CIYYUThCS,
U TIOTOMY Upe3BbluaiiHo onevyaueH. CMepThb He myraeT MeHs. A auiib
0010Ch, YTO ITOT... UHIMUAEHT... TOBPEAUT OTHOLICHUSIM MEXIY
HalMMU cTpaHaMmu. Eciiu 3To ciiyuuTcs, st He cMOTy HailTu cebe
MecTa OT cThia. EnBa i s1 cMory cripaBUThCS € TPY30M BUHBI, UTO
JISKET Ha MOM TLJIEYM.

— Yro xe caydymiiochk ¢ KotTom? — crpocuit Ykan Yxo.

Bo nBopiie TBOpuiach MojiHasg Hepa3bepuxa, a ero BOJHOBAI
JIUIIb KOT!

— Coexaln.

— Coexan? — Imaza u LIssHbIM 4yTh JIM HE BUIE3IU U3 OPOUT
OT YIUBJICHUSI.

— Jla. HecmoTpst Ha 6ecuncieHHBIX CTPAXKHUKOB, YTO MbITATUCH
€ro noimMaTh, HECMOTPS Ha IPAXKTAHCKMX U BOEHHbBIX YUHOBHUKOB,
HECMOTpPsI Ha TBOPLOBBIX YNHOBHUKOB M MPUABOPHBIX JaM... OH
cbexal... — npourenTai ABata-Ho MaxuTto. Kazanoch, OH BOT-BOT
pacruiayercs.

— ¥YBaxaeMblit MOCoJ, KOT Y Bac, MSITKO FOBOPSI, BbIIAIOIIIMIi-
cs1! — yCcMexHyBIIUCH, ckasai Yxan Uxko.
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ABaTta-HO MaxuTo, BCXJIMTTHYB, OTBETUJI:

— TocnonuH... [1poury Bac, He cMeiiTech Hago MHOI. Eciiu Obl
MeH$ He 0eCIOKOUJIM OTHOIIEeHUST MEXIY ABYMsl CTpaHaMU,
s1 OBl JOCTaJl M€Y U COBEPIINJI CIIITYKY, OJ1aropoaHO BCTPETUB
CMEPTb.

YkaH YKo MHOTO3HAUUTEbHO XMBIKHYJ U, HAXMYPUB OPOBH,
CIPOCUIT:

— Yro xe ObuUI0 Hanplie?

— Jlo paccBera s1 6bUT Mo oxpaHoii. Bcio 3Ty 6eCKOHEUHYI0
HOUYb 51 HE MOT HaiiTu cebe MecTa 13-3a TOro, YTO CAyYuaock. Omy-
CTUB TOJIOBY Ha CTOJI, sl MHOTIA TOrpyXaJjcsl B COH, U3 KOTOPOTO
TYT Xe BhIHbIpUBaj. OJHAKO CTOMJIO MHE HAaKOHEII 3aipeMaTh, Kak
NIBEpb OTBOPUJIACH, BOEXKAIU CTPAXKHUKHU, 3aKOBAJIM MEHSI B KaHAa-
JIbI M Opocuiu B KaMepy. OHU cKa3ajiu, 4To s COBEPILIWII UyTOBUIII-
HOE TIPECTYIIEHUE U, HECMOTPS Ha TO UTO 51 TOCOJI APYTOil CTpaHBbl,
MEHSI XIET CMEPTh.

— PasymeeTtcsi, Bbl BUHOBAThI B TOM, UTO KOT Toiapanai Ee
HNmneparopckoe BennuecTBo. Bbl ObUTH CAUMIIKOM JIETKOMBICIEHHBI.
Tem He MeHee 3TO BBIISIAUT HEMHOTO... — JAu LIsSIHbIN B3MOXHYII,
MPEeACTaBUB, YTO MOCTY APYTOil CTpaHbI TIPEACTOUT JUIIUTLCS TO-
JIOBBI U3-3a KaKOTr0-TO KOTa.

— HewmHoro... ype3amepHbIM, 1a? — YxkaH Yko 3aKOHUMII 32 HETO
NpeaioxeHue.

Jw LIaHbJIM KUBHYJI:

— Ee MmneparopckoMy BennuecTBy He 3aHUMAaTh MYIPOCTH
u Benukonaymus. Ho Ha aToT pas...

— Bri npocTo He moHuMaeTe! — YskaH Yko mogHSIICS HA HOTU.

— Yero xe Mbl HE TTOHUMaeM?

— Yro Ha npoTsikeHuu Beelt cBoeit xxu3uu Ee UmnepaTtopckoe
BenuuecTBo Gosbliie Bcero 6osiach Kolek U uzoerana ux! — je-
ISTHBIM TOHOM oTpe3al YxkaH Yxo.

ABaTta-HO MaxuTo BhITapalliui ia3a U BOCKJIUKHYJIL:

— Ho nouemy?!

UYxaH Yxo oOepHyICcS U, CMEPUB SIMOHIA MPE3pUTETbHBIM
B3IVISIIOM, €IKO MPOLICANT:
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— Heyxenu Bbl, yBaxkaeMblii MOCOJI, TyMaeTe, YTO CTOJIb My/pasl,
BbIIAIOIIASICSI UMITepaTpUILIAa, KOTOPOU IO CUJTy TIOMUYUHUTD cede
BeCh MUP, KOTOPas TaK KPEIKo AePXKUT B pyKax Opa3nbl MpaBJeHUs,
YTO MOKET CMOTPETh Ha BCEX C BHICOTHI CBOETO CTaTyca 1 He 3aMe-
YaThb HUKOTO U HUYETO, UCITyTraeTcsl KaKOro-To BIIMBOTO KOTa MPO-
CTO Tak?

— Xoture ckazaTb, yTo Ee MImnepaTtopckomy BeauuecTBy, XM...
HE TI0 HpaBy... KOIIKU?

— Xa-xa-xa! Bor ymopa! — Yxxan Yxxo paspasuiicst cMexom. —
DX, yBaxkaeMblii oco... BoT uto s ckaxy. bena mocryyanace B Baliu
JBepU, KaK TOJbKO 3TOT KOT MOSIBUJICS B 3ayie JIMHIRASHD, Tae Oblia
Ee UmniepaTopckoe Benunuectso.

— 4l... Hu4ero He MOHMUMalO, — XaJOOHO MPOCTOHAT ABaTa-HO
Maxuto. — [louemy xe Ee MmnepaTtopckoe BennuecTBo Tak ero
UCITyTajach?

Yxkan Yxxo 6pocun B3misan Ha Lllanryans Bansap u cripocun:

— 4 ckaxy? Unu te1?

IIlanryanp, oliereHeB, He OTpbIBaja B3IIsiAa OT L[BETKa, YTO
nepxaia B pykax. OHa HMYero He OTBETHUIA.

— Xopol11o, TaK yX U ObITh, 1 pacckaxy. — C 3TUMHU CIOBaMU
UYsxaH Yko BHOBb OMYCTHUJICS U TIPUCTATIBHO MTOCMOTPEI Ha SITTOH-
CKOTo mnocyia. — Bbl MpuObIIM B MOIO CTpaHy MpU IBOPe TMHACTUU
Y Uxoy. 3HaeTe 1 Bbl XOTh 4TO-HUOYIb 0 Ee MMmepaTtopckom
Benuuectse?

— Koneuno!.. Pazymeercs, s ctapaiicst y3HaTb 00 UMIiepaTpu-
11e Mo0oJIbllle, — CYIOPOXKHO 3aKMBajl ABata-HO MaxuTo.

— Hy Torma pacckaxute MHe BCe, UTO 3HaeTe.

— Bcé?

— Bcé.

ABata-HO MaxuTo rnokayas rojloBoii:

— Oren Y L33TsHb ObLT O0OrareiM TOproeueM. Mmmepartop
JIPYXWII C ceMbeil Y 1 TOKpOBUTEILCTBOBA eif. Ee orelr mocTaBisia
UMIEepaTOPCKOMY IBOPY BOEHHbBIE pecypchl, HO ummnepust Cyii
notepriena Kpax. Korna TpoH 3aHsina nuHactus TaH, oren, ¥ u-
XO0Y, TTOJIyUMJT BBICOKYIO JOJKHOCTh B ITPABUTEIbCTBE.
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ITo npaBuiam, Ha3bIBaTh UMIIEPATPUILY IO UMEHU CTPOKaiIlle
3arnpeleHo, 0COOEHHO MO UMEHHU ee OT1Ia, HO ceiiyac HUKTO He 00-
paTUJl Ha 9TO BHUMAaHMUSI.

— V¥ camoro Y Illuxoy 6bu10 1Be xxeHbl. Ee Mmneparopckoe
BenuuecTBo OblIa BTOPOI 10YEPHIO €T0 BTOPOIA KEHBI, KOTOpast
MporCcXoauia U3 3HaTHOW ceMbu fAH. ¥ BTOPOIi XKeHbI HEe ObLIO
CBhIHOBEIi, HO y CTapllieii, YTO CKOPOMOCTUKHO CKOHYAIach, ObLIO
NIBa cblHa, — cKa3ayl ABaTa-HO Maxuro. — [Tocie cmeptu Y lluxoy
matepu Ee Mmneparopckoro BennuecTBa nNpuiioch HeCAaaKo:
y Hee ObLJIO Tpoe JoYepeil, U MOTOMY K Heil OTHOCUJIMChH BeChbMa
XOJIOMHO U Jaxke MpeHeopekuTeabH0. MOXHO CKa3aThb, YTO B T€ TOIbI
Ee UMmnepaTopckoe BennuecTBo Xujia B HULLETE, TOJI0E U XOJI0/e.
KuzHeHHbIe MePUTIETUM 3aKATUIIA €€ XapaKTep.

Uskan Yxxo He yaepskajcs v pbicHY1. Bunumo, ABata-Ho Ma-
XUTO U MIpaBa MPUIOKUI HEMAJIO YCUINIA, YTOOBI MOOOIbIIIE y3HATh
00 umriepaTtpuile repen npuosiTiem B Kuraii.

— Korna Ee Umneparopckomy BennuecTBy MCTTOJTHUIIOCH Ye-
ThIpHAILIATh JIET, OHA IoTaja B rapeM umiiepatopa Taii-113yHa
MJIadlleld HaJloXHULIEH. TaM oHa Mmoiydyuiaa TUTYI LalX3Hb, 4YTO
O3HayvaeT «TaJIaHTIWBas HaJIOXHUIa». MMIlepaTop Ha3bIBal ee
Y Mbit — «mipekpacHas U3 poja ¥Y» — 1 BOCXMIIAJICS €€ TaJaHTOM
u amounusimu, Ho daBoputkoit Ee MmmnepaTtopckoe BennuectBo
Tak 1 He cTana. [locine koHunHbl uMmneparopa Taii-113yHa, 1o 00bI-
yalo TOro BpeMeHU, OHa Obl1a OTIIpaB/ieHa MOHAXWHEH B OyInniicKuit
MOHACTBIPb, XpaMm ['aHbe, [e U MPOXKJIa HECKOJbKO JIET B ONMHO-
yecTBe. TOJBKO IMOCJe TOro, Kak Ha mpecToJ B3owena Benukuit
MMIIEpaTop, €€ KU3Hb Havyasla MeHSIThCs K iydiueMy. [Ton Beaukum
UMIiepaTopom s umero B Buny Jin Uku, Takke U3BECTHOTO Kak
umnepatop lao-113yH. UMnepartop l'ao-113yH HaBelaa ee B MOHa-
CThIpe, a 3aTeM 3abpaj ee B rapeM. JIOBOJIbHO CKOPO UMIMEPATOp
conusuics ¢ Y L3aTaHb, KoTopasl cTajla HaJIOXHULIEH BTOPpOro
paHra, a uMmneparpuiia Ban u HanoxHuua Cso MoTepsiii CBOU
no3uuuu. Y L3aTsaHb Xe mosb3oBajach 0J1aroCKJIOHHOCTbIO UM-
rnepaTopa M noaapuiia eMy cbiHa. — ABaTa-HO MaxuTo npucTaib-
Ho nmocmoTpel Ha Yskan Ysko u lanryans Banbap. — 3artem...
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MPOU3OIIIEN Psii HEKOTOPBIX COOBITUI... U Y LI33TsAHb cTana umre-
paTpuLei.

Yskan Yko yCMEXHYICS U eXUIHO HPOTSIHYJI:

— BbI 1e1MKaTHO OMyCTUIIM MHOXECTBO JeTajei.

ABarta-HO MaxuTo He MOHSJI, Ha YTO UMEHHO HameKan YkaH
Yo, 1 cKasai:

— Tlotom Benukoro umnepaTtopa cTajyd My4uTh HEBBIHOCUMBbIE
rojioBHble 6051, 1 Ee MMmnepatopckoe BenuyecTBo B3siia B pyKu
Opasabl npapieHusi. OHa NpuHsaa TUTYI TSAHb-X0Y, UYTO 3HAYUT
«HebecHast umriepaTpuiia», U cTajla MMEHOBATh ce0sl BMECTE C M-
MepaTopoM «IByMs rocynapsiMu». [Tociae KoHunHbl Benukoro nm-
reparopa HacJeIHMK BCTYIUJI Ha TpoH. Mmneparpuua nepenaia
MPECTOJ CTapUIEMY CbIHY, COXPaHUB, OHAKO, PEaJIbHYIO BJIacThb
B cBoMX pykax. [Ton crapiinm cbIHOM s MOJApa3yMeBato UMIepaTo-
pa YXyH-113yHa, 4TO MpU poxaeHuu noayumsa ums Jiu Csub. 3a-
tem Ee MMmniepatopckoe BeinnuecTBo Bo3Besia Ha MPecTosl ApYroro
CblHA, — 3aMKasiCh, MPOMOJIKUI NETUTbCSI 3HAHUSIMU ABaTa-HO
Maxuto. CoBepIlleHHO HEYAUBUTEIbHO, YTO OH HEMHOTO 3auKaJ-
csl — TO OBLIO cJIoxKHOe BpeMsl mist nuHactuu TaH. — Ilocie Boc-
xona Ha npectona Jiu CaHb 3a ocKopOJieHHe UMIIepaTpUibl ObLT
pas3xajoBaH B yAeJibHbIE KHSI3bSI M COCJAH B MPOBUHIIMIO, a YET-
BEPTHIN ChIH, XKyii-113yH, pu poxaenuu Jiu JlaHb, ctan ummepa-
topoM. Uto ke ObL10 ganbiie? Xum... [TonoOHOe pa3BuTHe COOBITUI
BBI3BAJIO IIPOTECT TAHCKUX JIETUCTOB , ogHako Ee MimmepaTtopckoe
BenuyecTBO XecTKO MmogaBuia BCIIbIXHYBILIEE BOCCTAHUE, JTUIIIUB
JKM3HU MHOTUX Jitofieil. B nanbHelileM nojoxeHue uMnepaTpuibl
CTaJI0 HACTOJIbKO MPOYHBIM, UTO OHA CBEPIJIa ChIHA, MPOBO3IIIACU-
J1a ce0s1 UMIiepaTopoM, MpuHsia umst Y LI33TsaHb U umMriepatopckuit
TUTYJ XyaHIIU, BO3BECTUB O HOBOM AUHACTUM Y YUKOy.

* Jlermam — umocodcekas mkona Knras,, o0CHOBHOI nmeeit KOTopoit
ObLIO paBEHCTBO Bcex nepen 3akoHom u CeiHOM Heba, a UMeHHO —
pasnadya TUTYJIOB He O POXKIEHMUIO, a MO peanbHbIM 3aciayram. Co-
[JJACHO MICSIM JIETM3Ma, JIF000i TTPOCTOMOANH UMEJT MPaBoO TOCITY-
JKUTBCS 10 JIIOOOTO YMHA.
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ABaTta-HO MaxuTo HaxXMypWJICS U, TIepeBe/ist IbIXaHKE, TIPOIOJIKILL:

— CnycTs rofibl ee npaBieHusl HACTYMWI Xaoc, U B KOHIIE KOH-
LIOB Hayajach OuTBa 3a TpoH. [lepen uMmmepaTpuleil BcTajaa mpo-
OseMa HazHauyeHUs TpecToysioHaciaeqHuka. C OqHON CTOPOHBI,
Ha TPOH MpETeHA0BAIN Ba ee chiHa: JIu JlaHb, ObIBIIMIT MMITEpaTOp
Kyit-zyH, u JIn Uxa”, 6u1BIIMiA nmriepatop YKyH-113yH, 06a OHU
KOTJIa-To ObUIM CMEILEHbI U COCIaHbI B cTatyce KHsa3eil. C apyroit
CTOPOHBI, TJIEMSTHHUKYU UMIIEpaTPULIbI U3 Ki1aHa Y — KHsI3bs1 Y UaH-
cbl 1 Y CaHbChl, paccMaTpUBaBIlIve AMHACTUIO Y UKoy KaK yTBepK-
JleHue ceMbU Y B MPOTMBOBEC CMElleHHON TaHCKOIl AMHACTUH.
HexoTopble BaxkHble YNHOBHUKY HACTauBaIu Ha TOM, UTO HAC/Ie-
HUK 13 ceMbH JI1 DOJKeH 3aHSITh UMIIepaTOPCKUit TpoH. [IBe pak-
1IMU BEJIU 0XKECTOYEHHYIO M KpOBaBYyIO O0pKOY, B pe3ysibTaTte KOTOPOit
MOru6J10 MHOXECTBO Jitofiel, HO UMeHHO JIu 2KaHbli3e, ToBepeHHbIi
COBETHUK UMIIEpATPULIbI, Yoeau1 ee yTBepauTh JIu CsiHs B KauecTBe
HacjenHuka. M BOT MbI IOLLLIN 0 HAIIUMX AHEH!

3aKOHYMB CBOi1 pacckas, ABata-HO MaxuTo ¢ TOCKOI TOCMOTpes
Ha YxxaH Yxo:

— TocnoauH, s 0O4eHb TLIATEAbHO U3yuni uctopuio Ee Mmme-
patopckoro BenuuectBa, npexae yeM npuoObITh B Kutaii, Ho MHe
HUKOT/IA HEe JOBOIMUJIOCH CiIbIIaTh, yTo Ee MMnepaTopckoe Benu-
YECTBO HEHABUAUT KOIIEK.

UYskaH YKo yIuBIEHHO MPOTSIHYII:

— Brbl 1 npaBna mHoroe 3Haete. Ho... YBaxaemblii mmocout,
0010Ch, UYTO Bbl HUKAK HE MOXeTe 3HaTh, mouemy Ee Mmmneparop-
ckoe BenuuectBo 6ouTcs Kotnek. O TakKMX Bellax He pacnpocTpa-
Hs110TCs. Bbl He mpouTteTe 3TOTo HU B OMHOM TpakTaTe. bojee Toro,
JlaXke €CJIM Bbl KOTO-HUOY/Ib PELIMTECh PACCTIPOCUTH 00 3TOM JIpy-
TUX, HUKTO HE OCMEJIUTCS CKa3aThb BaM MpaBay.

— Ilouemy xke?

YkaH Yko cxxajl ryObl B TOHKYIO JIMHUIO U TIOMAacCUPOBAJI BUCKU.

— IlIpomy, rocnonuH, pacckaxute MHe. M korma s 1uIych
TOJIOBBI, TO, TIO KpaiiHeil Mepe, yMpy, MOHUMAsI, YTO K€ HATBOPMJI!

* On xe JIu CsIHb.
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VYmounsito! — ABata-HO MaxuTo yriepcs B 3eMJTII0 000MMU KyTaKaMUu
M TTOHSIT ATOJIMIIBI TAaK BBICOKO, YTO €ro T0JIOBa 0OKa3ajgach Ha IoJy.

— Ox-ox-ox! — B3goxnys, UxkaH Yzko rmokayas rojioBoii, momMor
MTOCJTY TIOMHSATHCS W ITPUCTATBLHO TTOCMOTPEIT €EMY B TiTaza. — X0po-
1110, s pacckaxy. ToJbKO yHecuTe Ty TaiiHy ¢ cOOOi B MOTHJTY.
HukTo He nomxkeH 06 9TOM 3HATb.

— KusgHycs BcemMu 6oramu, 4To Oyay AepxKaTh POT Ha 3aMKe!

— Ilpuuuna, o koropoit Ee MMneparopckoe Bennuectso 60-
WUTCS KONIEK, HE TaK Y U MpocTa. [leno, ckopee, COBCEM HE B KOIII-
Kax, — 3aayMuyMBO NpoTsaHyT YxaH YKo, MOCTyKMBas BeEpom
IO JIaJ0HU.

— A Buem xe?

— Ha camowm gerne... Ee MMneparopckoe BeauuecTBo TpemneneT
OT CTpaxa... U3-3a IeMOHa, YTO HUKAK He OCTaBUT €€ B ITOKOE.

Byx! Ycnbiias o6bsicHeHue Yzkan UYxo, ABata-HO MaxuTo
IPY3HO OITyCTWJICS Ha 1moji. Ero uiio cKkpuBMIIOCH OT yKaca.

M II. Kot, uro rosopma

Ha YEAOBCYECCKOM I3bIKE

«/IuHb-TMHB!» — 3BEHE BETPSIHOM KOJIOKOJIBYMK, BUCEBIINI Ha YTy
KapHu3za. OT 3TOro 3ByKa, TOHKOIO U cj1aboro, CTAaHOBUJIOChH BCE
XOJIOJHEE U XOJO0IHEe.

— Twr ckaxems? Unu 1?7 — mounTepecoBancsa Yskan Yxo
y lllanryanb Banbap, pacTsiHyB ryObl B JIETKOI YIbIOKE.

— Kak s Mory 0 4eM-TO TOBOPUTD, ECJIM MTOHSITHUSI HE UMEIO, UTO
XOYeT cKazaThb MPUIBOPHBIN UcTOprorpad? — XMBIKHY/IA B OTBET
[Manryans Banbap.

— Xa-xa-xa! JleiictButenbHo! Ecnu 51 He cKaxy, TO Thl TeM
Oosiee He pucKHelllb. OUeBUIHO, UTO Thl, — pa3pa3uwiCsl CMEXOM
UYskan Yxxo, — yMHasl U BeCbMa OCMOTpUTeIbHas1 ocoba. Jla Oynmet
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