— OTKyna 3Tu UCKPBI? — CIIPOCHII SI CTapyXy.

4 cplan Koe-4To paHbIlle O IPOMCXOXKACHUN 3TUX UCKD,
HO MHE XOT€eJIOCh MOCITYIIAaTh, KAK PacCKaxeT O TOM XXe cTapasi
Wzepruis.

— DT UCKpHI OT Topsiiiero cepaua JaHko. beuio Ha cBe-
Te cepilie, KOTOPOEe OMHAXIbl BCOBIXHYJIO OTHEM... 1 BOT
OT Hero 3T UCKpHL. A pacckaxy Tede mpo 371o... Toxe crapas
ckaska... Crapoe, Bce crapoe! Bunuiib Tbl, CKOJIBKO B CTapu-
He Bcero?.. A Terepb BOT HET HUUETO TAKOTO — HU JIeJ, HU JIIO-
Jeit, Hu cKa30K TaKuX, Kak B cTapuHy... [Touemy?.. Hy-ka,
ckaxmn! He ckaxemrs... Yto eI 3Haemb? YTo BCe BHI 3HAETE,
moonpie? Dxe-xe!.. CMoTpenu OBl B CTapuHY 30pPKO — TaMm
BCE OTraIkKv HaiiayTcs... A BOT BBl HE CMOTPUTE 1 HE YMeeTe
KUTb OTTOTO... I He BuXy pa3Be Xu3Hb? OX, Bce BUXKY, XOTb
M 110Xy Mou ia3a! M BUXy s, YTO He XXUBYT JIFOAU, a BCE MPU-
MEPSIOTCS, TPUMEPSIIOTCS U KJIaIyT Ha 3TO BCIO XU3Hb. 1 Kor-
Ja 0OBOPYIOT caMU ce0sl, UICTpaTUB BpeMsl, TO HAYHYT Ijla-
KaTbcsl Ha cyabp0y. YTo ke TyT — cynpba? Kaxnablii cam cede
cynbba! Beakux nroneit st HhlHYe BUXKY, a BOT CUJIBHBIX HET!
I'me xx onu?.. M KpacaBueB CTAaHOBUTCSI BCE MEHBIIIE.

Crapyxa 3agyMaliach O TOM, KyIa IeBaJuCh U3 KU3HU CUIb-
HBIE ¥ KpaCUBBIE JIIOIU, 1, IyMasl, OCMaTpHBaJia TEMHYIO CTellb,
Kak Obl Ullla B Hell OTBETA.

S xman ee pacckasa v MoJrdait, 00siCh, UTO, €CJTU CIIPOIITY €
0 YeM-JI100, OHA OISITh OTBJIEYETCSI B CTOPOHY.

W BOT OHa Hayaja pacckas.

III

«Kunu Ha 3eMJie B CTapyHY OJHU JIIOY, HETIPOXOAUMBIE Jieca
OKPY3KaJIi C TPEX CTOPOH TabOPhI ITUX JIIOAEH, a C YeTBEPTOM —
ObL1a cTenb. BbUIN 3TO Becenble, CUIIbHBIE U CMENbIE JTIIOIU.
W BoT nmpuiiia omHaXIbI TSOKeTIast Topa: SBUJIMCHh OTKYda-TO
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WHBIE TNIEMeHAa W IIPOTHAIM TIPEeKHUX B ITyOh J1eca. Tam Oblin
60JI0Ta ¥ ThMa, ITOTOMY UTO JIeC OBIJT CTaphlil M TaK TYCTO Tepe-
TIJIEJTNCH €70 BETBU, YTO CKBO3b HUX He BUIATh OBIIIO Heba,
M JIy4M COJIHIIA eIBa MOIJIU IPOOUTh cebe Jopory A0 00JOT
CKBO3b I'YCTYIO TUCTBY. HO Korma ero Jiyun rmamain Ha BoLy 00-
JIOT, TO ITOIBIMAJICS CMPaJ, X OT HETO JIFOIY TMOJIY OIMH 3a Ipy-
ruM. Torma craau riakaTh KeHbI U IETH 3TOTO TUIEMEHU, a OTLIbI
3alyMajiuch U Briaiv B TocKy. Hy>kxHo ObLIO yiATH U3 3TOTO Jieca,
Y IIJIS1 TOTO OBUIM IBE JOPOTH: OOTHA — Ha3al, — TaM ObUIM CHJTb-
HBIE U 3]IbIC Bparu, Apyrast — BIIEPel, — TaM CTOSIIN BeJIMKAHBI-
IIepeBbsI, TNIOTHO OOHSIB IPYT Apyra MOTYIMMU BETBSIMHU, OITy-
CTUB y3JI0BaThle KOPHU TITYOOKO B IETKWIT 11 60j10Ta. DTN
KaMeHHBIE JepeBbs CTOSUIM MOJTJa ¥ HETTOABIKHO JTHEM B ce-
POM CyMpake M ellie TIIIOTHee CIBUTAINCH BOKPYT JIIONIEH 10 Be-
gepaM, KoTaa 3aropaiarch KOCTpHl. Y Bcerma, IHeM U HOYBIO,
BOKPYT TeX JIOAEi OBUIO KONBIIO KPEITKOM ThMBI, OHO TOYHO CO-
OGUpaIoch pa3gaBUTh UX, @ OHU MPUBBIKIIM K CTEITHOMY TTPO-
cTopy. A elle cTpallHei ObLIo, KOrma BeTep O1JI [0 BepIInHaM
JIEPEBbEB U BECh JIEC MIIyXO T'yAesl, TOYHO IPO3KII U I IOX0-
POHHYIO TIECHIO TEM JIIOISIM. DTO OBbLIN BCE-TaKU CUIbHBIC
JIFONW, U MOTJIM OBl OHU TIONTU OUTHCS HACMEPTh C TEMH, UTO
OIHAXKIBI ITOOSAWIIN X, HO OHU HE MOIJIA YMEpEeTh B 005X, TTO-
TOMY YTO Y HUX OBIJIM 3aBETHI, M KOJIK O YMEPJIM OHU, TO TIPO-
najgu 6 ¢ HUMY W3 XN3HU U 3aBeTHl. U TTOTOMY OHM cuaean
W IyMaJIi B JJTMHHBIC HOYM, TTOM, TJTyXO#1 IITyM Jieca, B IMOBU-
TOM cMpaze 6osota. OHM CUIETN, a TEHW OT KOCTPOB IIphITa-
JIM BOKPYT HAX B 0€3MOJIBHOM TIJISICKE, M BCEM Ka3aJloCh, YTO
3TO He TEHM IIISAIIYT, a TOPXKECTBYIOT 3JIBIEe AYXH Jieca U 00JI0-
Ta... Jltonu Bcé cuaenu u nymanu. Ho HuuTto — HM padora,
HU XEHIIWHBI He U3HYPSIOT Tejla U AyIIH JIIoIeH TakK, KaK 13-
HYPSIOT TOCKJIMBBIE AyMbl. W ocnadau qoau ot aym... Ctpax
POIOUIICS CpeAr HUX, CKOBAJl UM KpENKUe PyKU, y>Kac pOIIN
JKEHIIWHBI TIJ1adeM HaJll TpyIllaMM YMEpPIIMX OT CMpajaa v Haf
Ccynbp00Ii CKOBAHHBIX CTPAXOM KHMBBIX, — U TPYCIMBBIEC CIIOBA
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CTaJIM CJIBILIHEI B JIECy, CHaYajia pOOKME M TUXHE, a TTOTOM BCE
TPOMYE U TPOMYE... YKE XOTEJIM UATH K Bpary U IpUHECTU eEMY
B Jap BOJIIO CBOIO, MU HUKTO Y€, UCITYTaHHbBII CMEPThIO, HEe 00-
siics padbckoit xku3Hu... Ho TyT siBuJics JJaHKO U cIiac Bcex
OUH».

Crapyxa, O4eBUIHO, YaCTO paccKa3biBajia O TOPSIIIEM Cepi-
1e Jlanko. OHa ropopuJia reByue, 1 rojoc ee, CKpUITy4uii U TiIy-
XOH, ICHO PUCOBAaJ MPENIO MHOM 1IIYM JieCca, CPENU KOTOPOTO
YMUPAIIH OT SIOBUTOTO ABIXaHMSI 00JI0Ta HECYACTHBIS, 3aTHAH-
HbIE JIIONIH. ..

«JlaHKO — OIWH M3 TeX JIoAe, Moomoi Kpacapen. Kpa-
CUBBIE — Bcerna cMelnbl. M BOT OH TOoBOPUT UM, CBOMM TOBa-
puIIaM:

— He cBOpOTUTH KaMH# ¢ ITyTH AymMoro. KTo Hu4ero He ne-
JIaeT, C TEeM HUYEro He CTaHeTCs. YTO Mbl TpaTUM CHJIbI Ha AYMY
Ia Tocky? BcraBaiiTe, moitaeM B jiec U MpoiiIeM ero CKBO3b,
Bellb UMEET XK€ OH KOHell — BCe Ha cBeTe uMeeT KoHel! Maem-
te! Hy! I'eit!..

ITocMmoTpenu Ha Hero U yBUIAIU, YTO OH JIYYILIMIA U3 BCeX,
MOTOMY YTO B 0YaX €I0 CBETUIOCh MHOTO CHJIBI M XKUBOTO OTHSI.

— Benu eI Hac! — cka3anu oHU.

Torna on nmose...»

Crapyxa momoJjiyajia v TOCMOTpeJIa B CTeTb, TIe BCE IyCTe-
na TeMa. Mlckopku ropsiiero cepaiia JIaHKO BCIIBIXMBAJIH [AE-TO
JTAJIEKO W Ka3aJIMCh TOTyOBIMU BO3MYIITHBIMU 1IBETAMHU, PACIIBE-
Tasl TOJIbKO Ha MUT.

«IToBen ux JJaHko. Ipy>kHO BCe MO 32 HUM — BEPUIHU
B Hero. TpyaHblit myTh 3T0 061! TeMHO ObLI0, U Ha KaxKI0M
1ary 60JI0TO pa3eBajio CBOIO XaqHYIO0 THUJIYIO 11acTh, I10Tas
JIIONEN, U AepeBbsl 3aCTyIalu 1Opory Morydeit creHoit. Ilepe-
IUIEJIMCh UX BETKU MEXIY COO0M; KaK 3MeH, IPOTSIHYJIUCH BCIOAY
KOPHU, ¥ KaXIBIH 1Iar MHOTO CTOMJI IIOTa U KPOBU TEM JIIOISIM.
Hosro 1ty oHU... Bee ryine ctaHoBUIICS Jiec, Bce MEHBIIEe ObUIO
cun! M Bot ctanu pontathk Ha JlaHKO, TOBOPSI, YTO HAIIPACHO
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OH, MOJIOZIOI ¥ HEOTIBITHBIM, TIOBEJI X KyIa-TO. A OH IIIeJ BITe-
penu ux u ObL1 00O U SICEH.

Ho omHaxnpl rpo3a rpsiHyJIa Hafl JIECOM, 3allleNTalld Aepe-
BbsI TNTyX0, Tp0O3HO. W cTajio Torma B iecy Tak TEMHO, TOYHO B HEM
cobpanuch cpasy Bce HOYM, CKOJIBKO MX ObLJIO Ha CBETE C TOM
MOpBHI, KaK oH ponwics. 11y MajaeHbKUE JIIOOU MeXIY 00JIb-
LLIKX IePEBbEB U B TPO3HOM IIIyMe MOJIHUIA, IIJIM OHU, 1, Kaya-
SICh, BeJIMKAHBI-IEPEBbsl CKPUIIEJIU U TYIEIN CEPAUThIC IIECHH,
a MOJTHUMU, JieTas HaJ BepIIMHAMMU Jieca, OCBEIaJI eT0 Ha MU~
HYTKY CUHUM, XOJIOZHBIM OTHEM U MCUYe3aJIM TaK XKe OBICTPO,
KaK SIBJISUTACK, TTyTast oneii. Y mepeBbsi, OCBEIICHHEIE XOJIOI-
HBIM OTHEM MOJTHWI, Ka3aJIMCh XKUBBIMU, TIPOCTUPAIOIITNMH BO-
KPYT JIIOfei, YXOMUBIIMX U3 TIJIEHA ThbMBI, KOPSIBBIE, JUIMHHBIC
DPYKH, CIUIETAsI UX B TYCTYIO CETh, IIBITasICh OCTAHOBUTB JIIOCHA.
A 113 TBMBI BETBEI CMOTPEIIO Ha MAYIIMX YTO-TO CTPAITHOE, TEM-
HOE U XOJIOHHOE. DTO ObUI TPYIHBIA yTh, Y JIOIU, YTOMJICHHBIE
UM, Tl gyxoM. Ho uM CTBIAHO OBUIO CO3HATHCS B OCCCUIINU,
¥ BOT OHU B 3JI00¢ ¥ THeBe oOpyIImiInch Ha JlaHKo, yeloBeka,
KOTODBI 111e1 Briepeay ux. Y ctaiu oHu yrpekaTh ero B HeyMe-
HUU YIIPaBJIsATh UMM, — BOT Kak!

OCTaHOBWJIMCH OHM U TIOM TOPKECTBYIOIINIA IIIyM Jieca, Cpe-
I TPOKAIIEH THbMBI, YCTaJIbIe 1 3JIbIe, CTaIM CyauTh JJaHKo.

— ThsI, — cKa3aM OHU, — HUYTOXHBIA ¥ BpEIHBIN YeJI0-
BeK 11 Hac! TeI TOBeI HAC M YTOMWII, M 34 3TO ThI ITOTUO-
Helrb!

— Bl ckazamm: ,,Bemn!“ — u g moBen! — xpukHyn JaHko,
CTaHOBSICh POTHUB HUX TPybI0. — Bo MHE €CTh MyXECTBO Be-
CTU, BOT NOTOMY $1 TToBeJ1 Bac! A Bbl? YTo cleany Bbl B IOMOILb
cebe? BbI TOJIBKO LIJIM Y HE YMEJIU COXPaHUTb CUJIBL Ha ITyTh
6onee gonruii! Bel TOJNBKO 1K, 1IUTH, KaK CTal0 oBell!

Ho 3Tu cnoBa pa3bsipuin Ux elle doiee.

— Twt ympetus! Tol ympelb! — peBeiu OHU.

A Jlec Bce TyIel 1 TyIes, BTopsI UX KpUuKaM, U MOJTHUHU pa3-
PBIBAJIV ThMY B KJIOUbS. JIaHKO CMOTpEI Ha TeX, paay KOTOPHIX
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OH MOHEC TPYI, X BUAEI, YTO OHU — KaK 3Bepu. MHOTO JItoneit
CTOSLJIO BOKPYT HETO, HO He ObUIO Ha JIMIlaX MX 0JIaropoaCTBa,
M HeJIb3s OBIIO €My XKIaTh MOIIaabl OT HuX. Toraa u B ero cep-
1Ie BCKUIIEJIO HEToIO0BaHUE, HO OT XKaJIOCTH K JIFOISIM OHO I10-
racjio. OH 100U Joneit U ayma, 4To, MOXeT ObITh, 0€3 HETO
oHU OoTUOHYT. M BOT ero cepalie BCIBIXHYJIO OTHEM KeJIaHUsI
CIACTU UX, BBIBECTU Ha JIETKUi1 IIyTh, X TOLJA B €r0 oYax 3a-
CBEPKAJIM JIy4u TOIO MOT'YYEro OTHS... A OHU, YBUIIAB 3TO, I10-
JIyMaJIi, 9TO OH PaCCBUPEIIE]I, OTYETO TaK SIPKO U pa3ropeich
0YM, 1 OHM HACTOPOKUIINCH, KaK BOJIKM, OXXHUIasl, YTO OH Oy-
JIeT OOPOThCS C HUMU, W CTAJIM TIJIOTHEE OKPYKATh €TI0, YTOOBI
JIeTye MM OBIJTO CXBATUTh M yOUTH JIaHKO. A OH y3Ke TIOHSIT UX
JyMy, OTTOTO €lIIe sipue 3aropesioch B HEM Ceplie, MO0 3Ta X
JlyMa pOJIMJIa B HEM TOCKY.

A Jlec Bce T1eJ CBOIO MPaYHYIO MIECHIO, M TPOM IpeMeJT, U JIWJI
JOXIb. ..

— Yro caoenaro g a1 aioaei!? — cuibHee rpoMa KpUKHYJ
JaHko.

W Bapyr oH pa3zopBajl pyKaMM ceOe Tpyab U BEIpBaI U3 Hee
CBOE cep/lle U BLICOKO MOIHSUI €ro HaJl TOJIOBOIA.

OHo TbUTAJIO TakK SIPKO, KaK COJIHIIE, U sIpue COJTHIIA, U BECh
JIeC 3aMOoJT49ajl, OCBEIICHHBIN 3TUM (paKeJIOM BEINKOM JIFOOBU
K JIIOOSIM, a ThMa pasJieTellach OT CBETa €ro U TaM, IITyOOKO
B JIeCy, IpoXKallas, Iaja B THIIOHM 3eB 0oj1oTa. JIronm ke, n3y-
MJIEHHBIE, CTaJIM KaK KaMHM.

— Unem! — xpuknyn JlJaHko 1 Opocniics BIieped Ha CBoe
MECTO, BBICOKO AepXKa TOpsIIlee CEPALIC U OCBEIIAast UM MyTh
JIIOMISIM.

OHu 6pocuinch 3a HUM, o4apoBaHHBIe. Torma jec cHoBa
3alIyMes, yIMBJICHHO Kadasi BepIIMHAMM, HO €T0 IIyM ObLI 3a-
IIYILIEeH TOIOTOM Oeryiux Joaeit. Bce 6exanu ObICTpoO U cMe-
JI0, yBJIEKaeMbI€ UyIeCHBIM 3peuilieM ropsiiero cepaua. M te-
repb TMOIK, HO TOIU 0e3 Xkajmob u cie3. A JlaHko Bce ObLT
BIIEpPEIU, U CepAlIe ero BCe MBLIAI0, TBIIAJIO!
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W BOT BApYT Jiec paccTynuiIcs Mepel HUM, PACCTYITUIICS
W OCTaJICS C3aIU, TNTOTHBIN U HEMOIA, a JIaHKO 1 Bce Te JIIonu
cpa3y OKYHYJIUCh B MOPE COJTHEYHOTO CBETA ¥ YUCTOTO BO3Y-
Xa, MPOMBITOTO oxneM. ['po3a 6puta — TaMm, c3aAU HUX, HAT
JIecoM, a TYT CUSIJIO COJTHIIE, B3MIbIXalla CTelb, OJiecTena TpaBa
B OpUJIBSIHTAX TOX/sI ¥ 30JI0TOM CBepKasa peka... bbut Beuep,
M OT JIyyeli 3aKaTa peka Kazajaacb KpacHOI, Kak Ta KpOBb, UTO
Oua ropsiueit cTpyeit u3 pazopBaHHoii rpyau J{aHko.

Kunyn B3op Bniepen cedst Ha MIKMPh CTETU TOPAbINA CMeTbYaK
JaHKo, — KMHYJI OH pagOCTHBIN B30p HAa CBOOOIHYIO 3eMJTIO
1 3aCMESIJICSI TOPIO. A TIOTOM yIasl U — yMep.

Jlromu ke, pamoCTHBIE ¥ TIOJTHBIE HAMEXKIT, HE 3aMETIITA CMEp-
TH €T0 W HE BUIAJIU, YTO €IE TBUIAET PSIIOM C TpyItoM JlaHKo
ero cMmeioe cepatie. ToNbKO ONVH OCTOPOXHBIN YETOBEK 3aMe-
THJT 3TO U, OOSICh YETO-TO, HACTYIIVJT HA TOPIOE CEPALIE HOTOMA. ..
M BOT OHO, pacchIaBIIMCh B UCKPHI, Yracio...»

— BoT oTKyna oHU, rofy0Oble UCKPBI CTETH, YTO SIBIISTIOTCS
nepen rpo3oii!

Tenepsb, Korma crapyxa KOHYWJIA CBOIO KPACUBYIO CKa3Ky,
B CTEIU CTAJIO CTPAIIIHO TUXO, TOYHO U OHA ObLjIa MOpaXeHa Cu-
Jioii cMenpyaka JlaHko, KOTOPBIN Cxer ISt JIIofieit cBoe cepii-
11e ¥ yMep, He MpOocsl y HUX HUYeTo B Harpany cede. Ctapyxa
npemana. Sl cmoTpen Ha Hee u gymai: «CKOJIbKO eIlle CKa30K
¥ BOCTIOMWHAHUWI OCTaJIOCh B €€ TTaMsITh ?» M myMan o BelmmkoMm
ropsiiem cepiiie JJaHko 1 0 yesoBeueckoi haHTa3uu, co3naB-
IIEH CTOJIBKO KPACUBBIX U CUJIbHBIX JIETEH/I.

JyHyn BeTep U OOHAXWI U3-TIOJI IOXMOTBEB CyXYIO TPYIb
crapyxu M3epruib, 3achlnaBiieil Bce kpenue. S mpukpsLi ee
cTapoe TeJIO U caM JIET Ha 3eMITIO OKOJIo Hee. B cternu ObL10 TUXO0
U TeMHoO. [1o HeOy Bce MoA3/IM Ty4r, MeIJIeCHHO, CKY4HO... Mope
IIIyMeJIO TIIyXO U MeYalibHO.
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