


MTnybl Poccnn

I'ﬂe Obl Mbl HY HaXoamnnncb — B ropoe, B iecy, B nosne, B nyCctbiHe NN B apKTI/IquKOIZ TYyH-
Ape, — NTunubl BCerda pagom. Nx APKOE NN NOAYEPKHYTO CKPOMHOE ornepeHne, nX necHM
N KPUKK OeNatoT Hally XXMN3Hb MHTepeCHee. 1x TporatesibHasA 33b0Ta 0 NMOTOMCTBE, CTpemsie-
HWE NNETETb 3a ThiICAYN KMTOMETPOB K MeCTaM POAHbIX I'HeBﬂ,OBI/H;I BOCXMUWAOT M YAUBIIAKOT.

«[Tmua cyacTbay, «ronybb MVpay, <AepKaBHbIE OPIbly, «1ebeHan BEPHOCTbY, «lydlle C1-
HMLA B pyKax, Yem xypasnb B Hebe» — NoAoOHbIe MOHATYA U CUMBOSLI CAeNany NTuL 06b-
eKTamm BCeobLLero BHYMaHUA 1 NtobBIM. A CNOCOOHOCTb MTUL K MOMETY 3aCTaBWa YenoBeka
MeyTaTb O Hebe v MpKBENa ero K CO3aHuIo NeTaTeNbHbIX anmnapaTtos, Tak UTo Kax /bl cerof-
HA MOXKET CMOTPETb Ha MUP C BLICOTHI MTUYbEro noseTal

Ho ntvy mMano Tonbko MobuTe — YacTo OHW HYXKAAKOTCA B Hallei nomMoly. A HekoTopble
BMAbI KMBYT Ha 3eMsie ToNbKo Gn1arofaps YenoBeky. M x13Hb nokasana: Mbl AOMKHbBI 3HaTb
Tex, Koro ntobum!

lpea co3paHva KHWUMM, KOTOPYIO Bbl AEPXKMTE B pyKax, NpuLWIa KO MHe bonee AecAtn net
Ha3ag. bblnn onaceHws, uTo BPAA v 3TO MO CUlaM OAHOMY YenoBeky. Ho yBUAEB, KaKOW UH-
Tepec Bbi3gan «Onpegenvtens NTULY VIpKyTCKor 061acTu», KOTOPbIV Mbl CO3AANN AN MOei
Masiol POLNHBI, A ellie 6OMbLLE YKPENWCA B MbICTIV, YTO Takas KHMra NpocTo Heobxoamnma.

370 He nocobrie NO OPHUTONOTUW, U Y Tem Oonee He onpeaenvTenb. ITO MyTellecTBMe
B APKMIA, NeCTPbIN 1 NooLWMA Mup NT1L! [0 3TONM Ke NprYMHE Mbl OTKa3anncb OT Pacnono-
XKEHWA NTUL B COOTBETCTBUM C MX CTPOTOW HayyHOW Knaccudukaumen. Mpn pasvelleHnm
NTAL B abOoMe Mbl O6bEeAVHUAN KX YCIIOBHO, B 6OMbLUME rpynmbl, B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT MeCT
0bWTaHWA: C CeBepa Ha tor. M3 orpoMHOro Konmuectsa Gpotorpaduii, OTCHATLIX 33 AoNrvie
rofibl PaboThl, BbIOPAHbI TONBbKO Te, KOTOPbIe MOAYEPKMUBAIOT KPACOTY MTUL, XapaKTepHble
0COBEHHOCTY UX NoBefeHWs, 1 GOTorpadum PeAKUX 1 UCUe3atoLnX BUOB.

EctecTBEHHO, TPYyAHOCTEN OblI0 MHOTO. OfiHa 13 HUX — A NOUTW He CHWUMan NTuL, Y rHe3ga,
He »enas HaBpeaWTb CEMEMHOW XN3HW NepHaTbIX.

KpOMe TOrO, TOJIbKO Ha I'IepBbII7I B3I1A KaXeTCA, YTO CHATb NTuLy NPOCTO. Bot oHu, Yrpunka-
0T NOA OKHOM U CMAOAT Ha BETKaxX AePeBbEB B Mapke. Ho r|or|po6y|?|Te caenaTtb XopoLyto
(])OTOI'paCI)VHO OOMOBOTO BOpO6bﬂ, npbiratolWero y sanx HOr. HOJ'IyHI/ITCﬂ Laneko He Cpasy.

CbemKa [UKMUX KUBOTHBIX 1 NTWL — TPYAHas, KponoTimean paboTa. Ho oHa NprHOCUT MHe
YOOBOMBCTBME U MOAAPWT PafoCTb BaM, BalMM AETAM 1 Apy3bam. CNpocK ceinyac Koro-
HNOYb: @ CKOMbKIMX MTUL| Bbl 3HaeTe? OBbIUHO NepeuncrsioT He 6onee fBaaLaTv. M cHosa —
CYHULA, >KyPaBb, ronybb v open. Ho oaHWX N1k KypaBner B Hallern dayHe AeBATb BULOB,
a CYHWL, 1 TOTo Gonblie. [laxke BCEM U3BECTHBIX CHETVpen — JeTbipe Buaal

BHMMaTENbHO M3yurB 3TOT anbOOM, Bbl MO3HAKOMMUTECH KaK MUHUMYM C KaXAblIM UETBEPTHIM
BMAOM MTUL 13 MNOYTM BOCBMUCOT OOWTAOWMX Ha TEPPUTOPUN HaLen CTpaHbl. A Hay4mBs-
WWCb Y3HaBaTb WX Ha GoTorpadusax, A yBepeH, — 3axoTuTe yBuaeTb UX B Npupoge. [oTomy
uTo NtobOoe M3haHMe TAaKOrO Pofa — He TOMbKO COOPHKK GpoTopaboT aBTopa, HO Npexae
BCEro cnocob yCunnTb MHTEPEC NIOAEN K OKPY»KaloLLeMy MVPY, 1 B TOM Yncie nonynapmsa-
uva NPUPoAHON doTorpadumn 1 bepaBoTUnHTa.

Al bnarogapeH Bcem, KTO OKasas MHe MOCUIIbHYI0 MOMOLLb B MOWCKAX U CbeMKE MTULL, BCEM,
KTO pa3fennn co MHOW PafoCTb OBLEeHWA C YHUKaNbHbBIM 1 HEMOBTOPUMbIM MUPOM [IUKOW
npupoabl Poccum.

3HalTe Halwvx NTUL, bepernte npupomdy, nobute Poccuio!

Birds of Russia

Birds surround us wherever we are: in a city or in the woods, grasslands, deserts, and even
in arctic tundra. Their bright or deliberately modest attire, their songs and calls make our
life fascinating. It is amazing how touching birds are when they nurture their young, and
how readily they travel a thousand miles to reach home.
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Ideas and symbols like “the blue bird of happiness’, “the dove of peace’, “the eagle eye’,
“graceful as a swan’, and “a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush” make birds a point
of attention and significance. Their ability to fly inspired men to dream of flight and invent
aircraft, so everyone can now enjoy a bird’s eye panorama of the world below.

But loving birds is not enough. Sometimes they need our help, and some species still
exist only thanks to our effort. And it also turned out that we have to know those we love.

The idea to write this book first occurred to me over ten years ago, though back then |
feared that the effort was too much for one man alone. But when our “Bird Identifier for
the Irkutsk Oblast” created for my home region attracted serious interest, | was reassured
that this book is a must.

Neither an ornithology guide, nor a bird identifier — this is rather a journey through the
bright, motley and singing world of the feathered tribe. This is also the reason why we
gave up the idea of presenting the birds systematically. Instead we grouped them rather
arbitrarily, based on their habitat going from North to South. From ample number of
photographs collected for many years we selected those that stress a bird’s beauty or its
characteristic behavior, as well as pictures of rare or endangered species.

Of course the exercise was not easy. For example | tried to avoid photographing a bird
near its nest because this could interfere with its domestic life.

Also it is not that easy to take a picture of a bird. Yes, here they are chirping by the window
or sitting perched on a tree in the park, but try to make a good photo of a common
sparrow jumping around! It takes a lot of effort.

Photographing birds and wild animals is a hard and tedious exercise, which | enjoy
nevertheless. And you will like it too, and so will your children and friends. Ask someone
how many different birds they can name. They will usually remember a dozen or two, and
among these will surely be a dove, an eagle, and a swan (see above), as well as a tit and
a crane. But there are nine species of cranes in our fauna, and many more tits! Everyone
knows bullfinches, but there are actually whole four species of them in Russia!

In this photobook you will find at least a quarter of roughly eight hundred bird species
that inhabit our country. And after you learn to identify them in the book you will also
want — I am sure of that — to see them in real life, because any book of that sort is really
a way to make people more interested in the world around them through popularization
of wildlife photography and birdwatching.

I am grateful to everyone who helped me to find and take pictures of birds, who shared
with me the joy of communicating with the unique world of Russian nature.

Know our birds, protect the nature, and love Russial





